
SENATE No. 153.

Senate, April 3, 1885.

The Joint Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re-
ferred the order relative to transferring from the Supreme
Judicial Court to the Superior Court jurisdiction of causes
of divorce, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JAMES R. DUNBAR.

Commomomltl) of illassacljuoctte.

Messrs. Doherty and Millett, of the House, dissent
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
Giving the Superior Court jurisdiction of Divorce

and Other Matters.
Be it enacted by the Senate

<

and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. The superior court shall have the
2 same exclusive, original jurisdiction of all causes
3 of divorce, and nullity or validity of marriage,
4 with all the powers as to alimony, the care and
5 custody of children, and other matters pertaining
G to such original jurisdiction, heretofore had by the
7 supreme judicial court.

1 Sect. 2. The superior court shall have the
2 same original jurisdiction of all petitions brought
3 under the provisions of sections thirty-one and
4 thirty-six of chapter one hundred and forty-seven
5 of the Public Statutes, heretofore had by the

Commouujcaltl) of Massachusetts.
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6 supreme judicial court, which jurisdiction shall
7 be exclusive of the original jurisdiction of said
8 last named court.

1 Sect. 3. The supreme judicial court, as a
2 court of law, shall continue to have and exercise
3 the same jurisdiction of questions of law arising
4 on exceptions, report or otherwise, in all said
5 matters in the superior court, as it has heretofore
6 had and exercised of such questions arising in
7 the supreme judicial court.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall not affect any case
2 pending in the supreme judicial court at the time
3 when it takes effect.




