
SENATE .... No. 233.

[Mr. Wells gives notice that he will move to substitute Senate, No
233, for Senate, No. 226,—Bill relating to the teaching of physiology
and hj'giene in the public schools.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-five.

AN ACT
Requiring Physiology and Hygiene to be taught in

all Public Schools, with Special Reference to the
Effects of Alcoholic Drinks, Stimulants and
Narcotics upon the Human System.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be taught, as a
2 regular branch of study, to all pupils in all pub-
-3 lie schools, and in all schools supported wholly,
4 or in part, by money from the Commonwealth,
5 physiology and hygiene, which shall, in each
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6 division of the subject, include special instruction
7 as to the effects of alcoholic drinks, stimulants
8 and narcotics upon the human system. In pri-
-9 mary schools such instruction may be oral, pro-

10 vided it be given in a systematic and thorough
11 manner, and in other schools suitable text books
12 shall be used.

1 Sect. 2. Said branch of study, as required
2 by this act, shall be included in all examinations
3 of teachers, to entitle them to a certificate of
4 qualifications to teach in any public school, and
5 in examinations of pupils passing from any class
6 or school to a class or school of a higher grade,
7 and for graduation: provided, that such examina-
-8 tions of teachers, in said branch of study, shall only
9 be required of those teachers who are expected to

10 teach said branch of study in their respective
11 schools.

1 Sect. 3. Any portion of the income of the
2 “ Massachusetts School Fund,” or of any money
3 of the Commonwealth appropriated for the sup-
-4 port of the public schools, to which any city or

5 town or school would otherwise be entitled, shall
6 be withheld from any such city or town or school
7 which fails to comply with the requirements of
8 this act. And any city or town which refuses or
9 neglects to comply with the requirements of this

10 act, shall forfeit three hundred dollars for every
11 month during which such city or town refuses or
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12 neglects so to do, to be recovered in an action of
13 tort; and all sums of money so withheld, and all
14 forfeitures so recovered, shall he added to the
15 said school fund.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon the
2 first day of July, in the year eighteen hundred
3 and eighty-five.








