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Senate, March 14, 1884.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was com-
mitted the petition of Gilbert Wait and others for the crea-
tion of a hoard of trustees of Mount Hope Cemetery in
Boston, etc., and the remonstrances of Lewis Jones and
others and William B. Holbrook and others against the
same, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee

A. E. PILLSBURY.

(Hommomucalti) of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-four.

AN ACT
To provide for the management of Mount Hope

Cemetery, in the City of Boston.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in

General. Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:

1 Section 1. The care, superintendence and
2 management of Mount Hope Cemetery, acquired
3 by the city of Boston under authority of chapter
4 one hundred and fifty of the acts of the year
5 eighteen hundred and forty-nine, and of any
6 other lands at any time acquired by said city
7 as an addition thereto, shall continue to be vested
8 in a board of seven trustees, who shall be resi-
-9 dents and citizens of said city, to be appointed as

10 herein provided.

1 Sect. 2. Upon the passage hereof the mayor of
2 said city shall appoint from the proprietors of burial
3 lots in said cemetery under deeds thereof, subject
4 to confirmation by yea and nay vote of the city
5 council, two of said trustees, to hold office for
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6 four and five years respectively from the first
7 Monday in May in the current year. In the
8 years eighteen hundred and eighty-eight and
9 eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, and in every

10 fifth year thereafter, the mayor shall, in like
11 manner, appoint one of said proprietors to hold
12 office for five years from the first Monday of May
13 in such year. The city council, upon the pas-
-14 sage hereof, and annually thereafter in the month
15 of January, shall elect one member of each branch
16 to hold office as trustee during the municipal
17 year. The proprietors of burial lots in said cem-

-18 etery under deeds thereof, at a meeting to be
19 appointed and called by the city registrar upon
20 the passage hereof, shall elect from their own
21 number three trustees, to hold office for one, two
22 and three years respectively from the first Mon-
-23 day of May in the current year, and in each year
24 thereafter, in the month of March, they shall elect
25 one such proprietor to hold office for three years
26 from the first Monday of May in such year. All
27 said trustees shall continue to hold office until
28 their successors are duly chosen. A person
29 appointed or elected as a proprietor in said
30 cemetery shall vacate his office on ceasing to be
31 such, and all vacancies in said board, however
32 occurring, shall be filled in the same manner and
83 from the same persons as the original appoint-
-34 ment or election was made.

1 Sect. 8. The first meeting of said board shall
2 be appointed and called by the city registrar-, as
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3 soon as the members thereof are duly chosen.
4 At such meeting, and annually thereafter in the
5 month of May, the board shall organize by
6 choosing one of their number to be president,
7 and upon their organization at said first meeting
8 the trustees of said cemetery now in office shall
9 vacate their respective offices. The city registrar
10 shall act as secretary of said board and of said
11 proprietors, and shall notify all meetings thereof,
12 respectively, and shall perform such other duties
13 in relation to said cemetery, or the management
14 thereof, as the city council, by ordinance not in-
15 consistent herewith, may require. A majority of
16 said board, and twenty-five of said proprietors,
17 shall constitute a quorum at their respective
18 meetings.

1
o

Sect. 4. Said board of trustees shall have the
sole care, superintendence and management of
said Mount Hope Cemetery, and of any additions
thereto, and may make such rules and regulations
as they deem expedient for their own government
and that of said cemetery, and of all subordinate
officers, agents and servants whom they shall
appoint or employ therein; and they shall have
and exercise such other powers in relation to said
cemetery as the city council by ordinance may
lawfully confer: provided, however , that they shall
do nothing to divert said property from the uses

to which said city may lawfully hold the same,
nor to impair the right or obligation of said city
to perform any contract heretofore made with any
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16 purchaser or proprietor of any burial lot or right
17 in said cemetery, or with any person who has paid
18 or deposited money for the care thereof.

1 Sect. 5. The ordinances of said city relating
2 to said cemetery, so far as consistent herewith,
3 and with the provisions of law, shall continue in
4 force until lawfully altered or annulled, and said
5 city shall have power to provide for the sale of,
6 and to sell, burial lots and rights in said cemetery
7 and in any additions thereto, and to provide for
8 the custody and disposition of all funds accruing
9 therefrom, and shall annually appropriate or

10 otherwise place at the disposition of said board
11- of trustees such sums of money as are necessary
12 to the care, superintendence and management
15 thereof. All sales of lots or rights in said ceme-
-14 tery heretofore made shall be valid, notwithstand-
15 ing any want of authority in said city to make
16 the same.

1 Sect. 6. The record of a transfer of a lot or
2 right in said cemetery in the office of the city
3 registrar shall have the force and effect of a
4 record in the registry of deeds, and all such
5 previous records shall have such force and effect
6 so far as consistent with law.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.








