
SENATE No. 2.

Executive Department
Boston, Jau. 3, 1883.

To the Senate and House of Representatives.

I I have the honor herewith to present, in compliance with
apter 50 of the Kesolves of 1860, a report of the thirty-
;ht pardons issued by the Governor and Council during the
ar of my administration just closing.
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JOHN D. LONG.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eightj'-three.

No. 1. William Henry Hale. Sentenced Nov. 23,
1881, District Court of Central Berkshire, for cruelty to
animals, to three months in House of Correction. Par-
doned Jan. 5, 1882, on recommendation of the judge who
tried the case; excessive sentence having been imposed
through a mistake of the facts.

No. 2. Thomas Poortell. Sentenced January, 1874,
Superior Court, Berkshire County, to the State Prison for life,
for complicity in robbing one Rhodes of a silver watch and
other articles, in a drunken affray. Pardoned Jan. 25, 1882.
From the testimony of Mr. Thayer, who prepared the case
for the government in the inferior court, and of Mr. Stearns,
the district attorney who secured the conviction in the Su-
perior Court, it appeared that Poortell, a young man of
twenty-three years, being under the influence of liquor, was
an accomplice of a greater criminal, one Bernard Haggerty,
who is now in the State Prison on long sentence for other
crimes. At the time of the conviction the penalty pro-
vided by law was imprisonment for life. The circumstances
of the crime were such as appeared from the testimony of
the same government oflicers that if the court could have ex-
ercised any discretion as to the terra of imprisonment, not
more than a few years’ sentence would have been asked for
by them. Since then the law has been changed, reducing

€ommomx)caitl) of itlassacljusctts.
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the penalty from imprisonment for life to a term of years,
determinable by the court. Poortell has already been in
prison eight years, equal, with the allowances for good be-
havior, to ten ; and, making every allowance for his worthless-
ness and guilt, the Committee on Pardons, concurring with
the district attorney who tried the case, recommend the par-
don ofPoortell, the change of the law justifying them in ex-
ercising the discretion which at the time of the sentence
could not be exercised by the court. Parties from North
Adams who appeared to represent the opposition to the peti-
tion, withdrew their objection after hearing the case. Poor-
tell was a resident of Troy, N. Y., and a certificate was filed
by a manufacturer of that city, agreeing to employ him there.
New testimony was also introduced of a credible witness who
saw the transaction, but who said he did not dare testify at

which tended to show that
crime till after the robbery.

the trial for fear of Haggerty
Poortell was not a party to the

No. 3. Lawrence Quinn.
Superior Court, Norfolk County

Sentenced April 11, 1881,
for two years to the House of

Correction, for breaking and entering a blacksmith’s shop, and
stealing twenty-one dollars’ worth of iron. Pardoned March
4, 1882, solely on certificate of the physician that the con-
vict was mortally sick with pulmonary consumption, and
could not survive his sentence. The master of the House of
Correction, and the party, whose property was taken, joined
in the petition. He died in June following.

No. 4. John Kenney. Sentenced October, 1880, Supe-
rior Court, Middlesex County, for breaking and entering, to
three years in House of Correction. Pardoned April 1, 1882,
on recommendation of the prison physician, as the prisoner
was very low with consumption, and would not live till the
expiration of his sentence, if obliged to remain in prison.
Dr. Latimer of East Cambridge confirmed this statement.
Mr. McCaffrey, th§ person whose property was taken, ap-
peared and joined in the prayer for pardon.
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No. 5. Thomas Murphy. Sentenced, Sept. 16, 1881
Superior Court, Suffolk County, for assault, to House of Cor
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rection for two years. Pardoned April 10, 1882, on recom-
mendation of the master of the House of Correction, the physi-
cian of the institution, and the districtattorney, solely because
of the necessity of a surgical operation which could not be
properly performed without taking Murphy to the city hos-
pital. This transfer could only be made by granting a par-
don. The operation necessary consisted either of removing
the knee-joint, or cutting off the leg.

No. 6. Dennis Green. Green was convicted of rape in
December, 1870. He was pardoned Feb. 4, 1876, with the
concurrence of the district attorney, upon evidence which
satisfied the Governor and Council of that year that he was
entitled as of right to his release. The pardon contained
the usual condition, that if convicted thereafter of any crime
punishable by imprisonment, he should serve the remainder
of his sentence. In October, 1879, Green was convicted in
the District Court at Fall River of a petty theft, and fined $l5
and costs, and in default thereof committed to the House of
Correction. For this breach of the conditions of his pardon,
he was, after his term expired in the House of Correction, re-
committed to the State Prison upon his original sentence,
where he has remained now for more than two years. If
entitled to the pardon granted him by the Governor and
Council in 1876, upon the grounds then given, there is no
justice in punishing him a second time for an offence already
expiated. If deserving of punishment for breaking the con-
dition upon which he was released, the more than two years
already served is a sufficient penalty. Pardoned April 12,
1882.'

No. 7. John Jones and Michael Sullivan. Convicted
Jan. 4, 1882, District Court, Eastern Hampden, of being
tramps, sentenced to House of Correction for six months.
Pardoned April 12, 1882, on the certificate of the opinion of
the county commissioners of Hampden County that the par-
ties were innocent.

No. 8. James T. Powers. Sentenced December, 1881,
by Trial Justice Ely of Dedham, for vagrancy, to ten months
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in House of Correction. Pardoned April 19, 1882, on
recommendation of the master of the House of Correction,
Dr. Miner, and many prominent men, the defendant being
entirely innocent of any crime, a clergyman of good char-
acter, and overtaken by poverty; and the gentlemen who
asked for his pardon standing ready to provide for him.

No. 9. John E. Michaud. Sentenced Feb. 4, 1881,
Superior Court, Essex County, for eighteen months to the
House of Correction, for larceny of a trunk and contents.
Pardoned May 5, 1882, on the recommendation of the
assistant district attorney, Sheriff Herrick, the city marshal,
and the chaplain and keeper of the House of Correction.
With the allowances for good behavior, only one month of
the sentence remained. It was a peculiar case. Michard,
up to the time of his offence, was an industrious, well-
behaved man. He moved from Lynn, where he took the
trunk, to Fall River; found good employment there; but,
but at the end of eight months, though no suspicion attached
to him, came back voluntarily, confessed his guilt, restored
the trunk and its contents, and took his sentence. The Gov-
ernor and Council, therefore, as soon as the case was brought
to their notice, relieved him from the remaining month of
his sentence, which, in any view, seems to have been too
long. Michard had a dependent and needy family.

No. 10. Quinlan Leaey. Sentenced June 21, 1880,
Superior Court, Bristol County, for three years (two indict-
ments) to House of Correction, for breaking and entering.
Pardoned May 10, 1882, with the concurrence of the dis-
trict attorney, and on the certificate of the prison physician,
on account of serious illness, which promised a fatal ter-
mination if the petitioner was longer confined.

No. 11. Jeremiah Conners. Sentenced Feb. fi, 1880,
Superior Court, Essex County, for three years to House of
Correction, for larceny. Pardoned May 24, 1882, on the
earnest recommendation of the master of the House of Cor-
rection and the physician, that he was in advanced stage of
consumption, and liable to speedy death.
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No. 12. Cornelius Lucy. Sentenced Jan. 16, 1882,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, for two years in House of
Correction, for lewd and lascivious cohabitation. Pardoned
May 24, 1882, upon the recommendation of the Director’s of
Public Institutions of Boston, and the certificate of the phy-
sician of the House of Correction, that the prisoner was in
the very last ■ stages of consumption, and could live but a
short time. He died May 30, 1882.

No. 13. James Crawford. Sentenced Oct. 21, 1881,
Superior Court, Essex County, for one year to House of
Correction, for larceny. Pardoned July 19, 1882, after an
investigation by the Councillor from that district, on the
ground of excessive sentence. The property stolen was a
lasting jack valued at $3, belonging to a fellow-workman,
and taken from the shop where both worked, by the convict
when intoxicated. His employer appeared, and offered to
take him back to work.

No. 14. William Martin. Sentenced Sept. 19, 1879,
Superior Court, Bristol County, for five years to House of
Correction, for breaking and entering. Pardoned July 30,
1882. The prisoner and one Chase committed the crime.
They were sentenced at different terms of court. Chase’s
sentence was for three years, and Martin’s, by another judge,
under exactly the same circumstances, for five years. This
was so egregiously unjust, that, with the cordial concurrence
and recommendation of the district attorney, Martin’s sen-
tence was commuted to three years ; and, with the allowance
for good behavior, he w ras pardoned as of the date last above
recited.

No. 15. John T. Ringels. Sentenced Dec. 13, 1881,
Superior Court, Bristol County, for eighteen months to
House of Correction, for attempting to pass counterfeit
money. Pardoned July 31, 1882, on the ground of incur-
able sickness, certified to by Drs. John H. Mackie and M.
H. Leonard, physicians at the New Bedford House of Cor-
rection. Pardon was recommended by them, and concurred
in by Hon. H. M. Knowlton, district attorney.
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No. 16. Patrick Kelly. Sentenced March Term, 1881,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, for twenty-five months to
House of Correction, for breaking and entering. Pardoned
Aug. 3, 1882, on the recommendation of the master and
physician of the House of Correction, on the ground of in-
curable consumption.

No. 17. James C. Murphy. Sentenced Nov. 14, 1881,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, for one year to Suffolk Jail,
for larceny in a building. Pardoned Aug. 26, 1882, on cer-
tificate of the physician that Murphy was in consumption,
and has only a short time to live.” The district attorney
and keeper of the jail joined in the prayer for pardon.

No. 18. Mary J. McLaughlin. Sentenced April 19.
1882, Municipal Court, Roxbury District, for one year to
the Reformatory Prison, for being a common drunkard.
Pardoned Aug. 31, 1882, at the request of her husband, who
was the complainant, and with the recommendation of the
judge; the woman being about to give birth to a child.
The husband is a man of character and abundant means,
and desired to save his child the disgrace of being born in
the State Prison.

No 19. Theophilus Youngs. Sentenced Aug. 11,
1882, Municipal Court, Boston, to pay a fine of |5O and
costs (and in default of same was committed to the Suffolk
Jail), for larceny. Pardoned Sept. 12, 1882. Youngs was
convicted of stealing $25. After his conviction'the money
which he was charged with stealing was found by Unper-
sons who accused him where they had themselves put it.
At their request and personal intervention, he was par-
doned, being clearly innocent.

No. 20. Charles Oak. Sentenced, AugusfTerm, 1880,
Superior Court, Suffolk County, for to the House
of Correction; for polygamy. Pardoned Sept. 12, 1882.
The Committee were satisfied that the defendant’s second
marriage was in good faith, and in ignorance of the law;
and that, having been in prison more than two years,
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further imprisonment would bo excessive. Oak has two
children by his second wife (one continuously sick), a very
respectable and deserving woman, whom he now can and
will marry within the time allowed by the statute, his first
wife having some time ago obtained a divorce from him.

O O

No. 21. Daniel Hurley. Sentenced Oct. 29, 1880,
Superior Court, Middlesex County, for two and a half years
to the House of Correction, for breaking and entering.
Pardoned Sept. 20, 1882, solely on the certificate of the
prison physician that the convict was mortally sick with
consumption, and could live but a few weeks. The district
attorney concurred in the recommendation of the physician.

No. 22. Martin Jennings. Sentenced, May Term, 1882,
Superior Court, Hampden County, for six months to the
House of Correction, for violating license law. Pardoned
Sept. 28, 1882, on the ground of dangerous illness, and
necessity for treatment outside of House of Correction.
The pardon was recommended by the district attorney, the
probation officer, and the prison physician.

No. 23. Cornelius Hoeagan. Sentenced, August Term,
1881, Superior Court, Suffolk County, for two years in the
House of Correction, for breaking and entering. Pardoned
Sept. 30, 1882, after a personal investigation by one of the
members of the Council, and upon the recommendation of the
master of the House of Correction and the prison physi-
cian, the prisoner being in the last stages of consumption,
and liable to speedy death.

No. 24. Williams J. Graves. Sentenced Aug. 4,
1882, First District Court, Eastern Middlesex, for assault, to
four months imprisonment in House of Correction, and to
pay a fine of $3O and costs. Pardoned Oct. 26, 1882, at
the request of the judge who sentenced the prisoner; and
who stated that he was misinformed as to the facts when
sentence was passed.
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No. 25. Charles E. White. Sentenced, July Term,
1882. Superior Court, Suffolk County, for embezzlement,
to one year in House of Correction. Pardoned Oct. 26,
1882, at the personal and written request of the district
attorney who tried the case.

No. 26. John O’Hern. Sentenced July 20, 1882,
Superior Court, Berkshire County, for larceny, to. nine
months in House of Correction. Pardoned Oct. 27, 1882,
at the special recommendation of the district attorney who
tried the case. >

No. 27. Andrew J. Gilson. Sentenced Nov. 27,
1878, Superior Court, Plymouth County, for attempting to
procure an abortion, to six years in the State Prison.
Sentence commuted to five years, upon the recommendation
of nearly all the jury, there being reason to doubt whether
the prisoner intended the crime charged.

No. 28. Frederick S. Blodgett. Blodgett was con-
victed of rape in 1868, and sentenced to the State Prison
for life. He was pardoned Oct. 30, 1874, on the recommen-
dation of the then district attorney, there being some doubt
as to the crime committed. The pardon contained the usual
condition, that, if convicted thereafter of any crime punish-
able by imprisonment, he should serve the remainder of his
sentence. In the spring of 1
and driving away a horse and

12 he was convicted of taking
arriage, and sentenced to the

House of Correction in Worcester for two months. This,
though a light offence, was a breach of the condition of his
pardon, and July 22, 1882, he was recommitted, after the
expix-ation of the last named two months’ sentence, to the
State Prison, in pursuance of his original sentence. If
entitled to the pardon granted him by the Governor and
Council in 1874, upon the grounds then given, there is no
justice in punishing him a second time for an offence already
expiated. If deserving of punishment for breaking the
condition upon which he was pardoned in 1874, the three
months already served is perhaps a sufficient penalty. In
view of this, and of the recommendation of the officials,

SENATE —No. 2.
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the parties owning the property, and other leading citizens,
a pardon was issued Nov. 4, 1882.

No. 29. William Edwards. Sentenced May 22, 1880,
Superior Court, Hampden County, for larceny, to ten years
in State Prison. Pardoned Nov. 16, 1882. Edwards has
been a painful sight in the hospital, lying on his bed there
for over two years. Pardoned on physician’s certificate
that he has Bright’s disease and is liable to die any day, and
on the agreement of friends to take him. He died Dec.
1, 1882.

No. 30. William E. Coggeshall, alias Barry. Sen-
tenced May Term, 1882, Superior Court, Suffolk County, for
larceny, to one year in the House of Correction. Pardoned
Nov. 21, 1882, on recommendation of the district attorney
and of the chairman of the Board of Directors of Public
Institutions of the city of Boston.

No. 31. John T. Manning. Sentenced Dec. 24,1880,
Superior Court, Hampden County, for larceny, to three
years in House of Correction. The boy being in feeble
health, and having served two-thirds of his time, was par-
doned Dec. 1, 1882, on the special inquiry and request of
the probation officer in Springfield, charged with such
cases. The pardon was recommended by the prison physi-
cian, the sheriff and master of the House of Correction,

and the district attorney.the chaplain, probation officer

No. 32. John Roberts. Sentenced Jan. 27, 1882,
Superior Court, Worcester County, for larceny, to one year
and eleven months in House of Correction. Pardoned Dec.
8, 1882, on recommendation of the district attorney, the
sheriff and the physician, it appearing that Roberts was in
very feeble health, and it also appearing from the affidavit
of two others, who were convicted with him, that they, and
not ho, were guilty of the larceny.

No. 33. Bridget Gaffney. Sentenced January 28,
1882, Police Court, Lawrence, for drunkenness, to two
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years in the Reformatory Prison for Women. Pardoned
Dec. 8, 1882, at request of the Commissioners of the Prison,
her son taking her to his home in Wisconsin. As the sen-
tence, half of which expired, was made a long one solely with
a view to her reformation, the Commissioners were of opin-
ion that this would be promoted by her removing from the
Commonwealth and her former associations, and living with
her son.

No. 34. Joseph D. King. Sentenced May 23, 1876,
Superior Court, Hampden County, for receiving stolen goods,
to ten years in State Prison. Twenty-five years old. Par-
doned Dec. 20, 1882. The district attorney who tried the
case reported that the articles stolen, being of no great value,
were stolen by a woman from the rooms of a hotel in Hol-
yoke, a/Id were received from her by King, who was there
with her, and who had previously resided in New Haven,
Conn. At the trial he was without counsel, pleaded guilty,

of the circumstances, and in
nces, seems an unaccountably

and received, what in view
comparison with usual send
excessive sentence of ten ye:
the leading citzens of New
The district attorney aforesai

The mayor and many of
Haven certified in his behalf.

;I recommended a pardon

No. 35. Lucius W. Pond. Sentenced Jan. 25, 1876, Su
perior Court, Worcester County, for forgery, to fifteen years
in State Prison. Pardoned Dec. 25, 1882, as an act of clem-
ency on Christmas Day. The pardon was requested by the
almost unanimous sentiment of the city of Worcester, in
which Pond resided, and by nearly the entire number of
creditors. The district attorney, who tried the case, now a

judge of the Superior Court which pronounced the sentence
certified “ that in his opinion, upon a careful review of the
facts, justice had been answered by the punishment already
suffered

No. 36. Patrick Wiialen, Patrick Dwyer and Thomas
O'Connell. Sentenced Jan. 7, 1882, Superior Court, Hamp-
shire County, for setting fire to a saloon, for three, two and
a half, and two years, respectively, in the House of Cor-

SENATE —No. 2.
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rection. Pardoned Dec. 27, 1882. From the uncontroverted
representations and. petition of the leading citizens of the
vicinity, and an examination of the facts and of the detailed
report of the district attorney, there was not sufficient evi-
dence that the prisoners were guilty of the crime at all.

No. •■37. Edward J. Campbell. Sentenced Oct. 29,
1878, Superior Court, Middlesex County, to ten years in
the State Prison, for setting fire. Pardoned Dec. 30, 1882,
it appearing from testimony of his employers, a leading firm
in Lowell, whose property was the subject of the offence,
that Campbell committed it without malice, when intoxicated.
Little damage was done. lie was an industrious man, with
a worthy, dependent family ; and his employers to whom he
was much attached and whom he injured without knowing that
he was doing so, cordially recommended his parddh, agree-
ing to do all they can to surround him, if released, with
good influences. The mayor and other city officials joined
in the recommendation, the city marshal being himself pres-
ent at the hearing.

No. 38. Philip S Riley. Sentenced June 12, 1880,
Superior Court, Middlesex County, for setting fire to a
barn, to five years in the House of Correction. Pardoned
Jan. 2, 1883, on petition of the mayor and leading citizens
of Lowell, including the city marshal at time of the con-
viction, it appearing that Riley was a young man, according
to the district attorney of “ rather a weak mind,” and
according to other witnesses, who had known him for years,
as “ of such weak intellect as to be hardly responsible for
his acts.” The damage was to an out-building, and the losso o 7

was very small, the owners joining in the petition for pardon.


