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Boston, Jan. 9, 188:

Hon. George G. Crocker, President of the Senate

Sir: I herewith transmit to you for the use of
legislature, the annual report of the Commissioners
Contagious Diseases among Cattle.

LEYI STOCKBEIDGE, Chairman

I am, sir, respectfully your:
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

The Commissioners on Contagious Diseases among Cattle,
in submitting their annual report, are happy in being able to
convey the information that the past year has been one of
almost unparalleled prosperity to every department of our
neat-stock interest. As in former years, the municipal offi-
cers of many towns and cities have notified our board of
supposed contagious disease within their jurisdiction ; but an
examination proved in all cases that such was not the fact,
and that the diseases, though in some places causing con-
siderable individual loss, were ordinary sporadic complaints,
the causes of which were purely local, and with no con-
tagious or even epidemic character. The known fact that
contagious plenro-pneumonia exists in several States of the
Union, between which and ourselves, there is more or less
exchange of cattle, and that our railroad connections are
such that Spanish fever may be brought here by any stock-
train from the cattle-ranges of Texas, causes a constant ap-
prehension among the owners of neat-stock, especially when
their animals are of great value. Therefore when any dis-
temper afflicts their herds with some symptoms similar to
those of the diseases named, alarm takfes the place of appre-
hension, which calls for the services of the Commission, and
which it is very difficult to allay. Though for the last three
or four years these fears have been groundless, yet the fact
remains, that we are in constant danger, and shall continue
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so, until by the action of the national or state government,
or of both combined, the former of these diseases is eradi-
cated from our territory. Our citizens have enormous pecu-
niary interests in the cattle-ranges of the Western plains,
the stock of which can be preserved from this disease
only by untiring vigilance. The losses by it in Australia
have amounted to more than a hundred million of dol-
lars ; but this loss is small compared with what must
ensue if it should make its appearance among the countless
cattle of the far West. We cannot refrain from calling
the attention of the legislature to these facts, and intimat-
ing that our interests call for some action to awaken the
general government to the adoption of a comprehensive
plan to ensure the public safety.

The efforts of the Commissioners during the last three
years, and the modification of the laws relating thereto,
appear to have produced the desired results of diminishing
the disease called glanders, and the cost of controlling it.
During the year 1881, we were called by municipal officers
to take charge of fifty-seven cases, in forty of which the ani-
mals were condemned, and ordered to be killed. The pres-
ent year we have been called to twelve cases, and have
caused seven animals to be killed, in addition to which three
have been killed by the selectmen of different towns without
the interference of the Commissioners. The legislature of
1882 appropriated two thousand dollars for the purposes of
the Commission that year. Of this sum there has been ex-
pended in bills paid or now outstanding six hundred sixteen
dollars and fifty cents ($616.50), leaving an unexpended
balance of thirteen hundred eighty-three dollars and fifty
cents ($1,388.50). If by the provisions of law this balance
now reverts to the general treasury, it will be necessary that
another appropriation be made, and as a measure of safety
against emergencies which are liable to occur, it should not
be less than that of 1882, though it is hoped there would be
no occasion for its expenditure.

LEVI STOCKBRIDGI
E. F. THAYER,

Cumrni. ntagious Disease# among Cattle
H. A. JORDAN,




