
SENATE No. 222.

[Senate, No. 193, as passed to be engrossed by the Senate.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-three.

An ACT
For the Prevention of Fires in Hotels, Boarding and

Lodging Houses, and to provide for Fire Escapes
therein, and in certain other Buildings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. Every keeper of a hotel, boarding
2 or lodging house containing one hundred or more
3 rooms, and being four or more stories high, shall
i have therein at least two competent watchmen,
5 each properly assigned, and each on duty between
6 the hours of nine o’clock in the afternoon and six
7 o’clock in the forenoon. And every keeper of a
8 hotel, boarding or lodging house containing fifty or
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9 more rooms, but less than one hundred, and three
10 stories high, shall have between said hours at
11 least one competent watchman on duty therein.
12 Aud in all hotels or lodging-houses mentioned in
13 this section, the halls and stairways shall be prop-
id erly lighted at night, and at the head and foot of
15 each flight of stairs shall be kept during the night
16 a red light; and one or more proper alarms, or

17 gongs, capable of being heard throughout the
18 house, shall always remain easy of access and
19 ready for use in each of said buildings, to give
20 notice to the inmates in case of fire. “ Aud every
21 keeper of such hotel, boarding or lodging house,
22 shall keep posted in a conspicuous place in every
23 sleeping-room, a notice descriptive of such means
24 ofescape.”

1 Sect. 2. Hotels used and occupied as pub-
-2 lie houses, for the reception and entertainment of
3 guests, boarding or lodging houses aud school
4 buildings, such hotels, boarding or lodging houses
5 and school buildings being three or more stories
6 high, and said hotels, boarding or lodging houses
7 accommodating or having the means of accommo-
-8 dating thirty or more persons, also factories,
9 workshops, and manufacturing establishments of

10 said height, in which forty or more persons are
11 employed, shall be supplied with proper and suf-
-12 ficient means of escape, upon the inside thereof,
13 or apparatus for that purpose properly con-
-14 structed upon the outside thereof, connected
15 through doors or windows; all such fire escapes
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16 to be kept in good order and free from obstruc-
-17 tions, and to be approved by the inspector of fac-
-18 tories and public buildings, or in the city of
19 Boston by the inspector of buildings.

1 Sect. 3. The inspector of buildings in the
2 city of Boston, the mayor and aldermen of
3 other cities, and the selectmen of towns, shall
4 prescribe as they deem necessary, except so far
5 as is specifically required in the preceding sec-
-6 tions, what additional night-watch shall be kept,
7 and what further provisions for the prevention of
8 fires, and for the better protection of life in case
9 of fire, shall be made by the several keepers of

10 hotels, boarding or lodging houses within their
11 respective limits; and no license shall be granted
12 to any keeper of an hotel embraced in the pro-
-13 visions of this act, until the requirements thereof,
14 so far as applicable, have been complied with.

1 Sect. 4. Whoever neglects or refuses to pro-
-2 vide watchmen as required by this act shall be
3 punished by a fine not exceeding one thousand
4 dollars for each offence, and any violation of the
5 other provisions of this act shall be subject to the
6 same penalty as prescribed in section twenty-two,
7 chapter one hundred and four of the Public
8 Statutes.
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Senate, May 9, 1883.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent down for concurrence.

S. N. GIFFORD, Clerk.


