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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-.thr

having been granted the Committee on Prisons
to visit the prisons, jails and houses of correction of the
Commonwealth at such times as they might deem expedient,
the committee began the performance of that portion of their
duty early in the sessioii.

In speaking collectively of the various penal institutions,
some twenty-five in number, the State is to be congratulated
upon the fact that the sheriffs and keepers in charge are men
of exceptional executive ability, broad views, sterling integ-
rity and sound common sense.

The general public can have but a slight conception of the
great responsibility resting upon these officials, and of the
trying positions in which they are frequently placed, calling
for the exercise of judgment, firmness and moderation.

The general condition of the various prisons is very
satisfactory, as may be learned from the subjoined reports
of each.

Though the variety of food is circumscribed, it is never
theless sufficiently comprehensive to furnish nutritious sus
tenance, of good quality, abundant and well prepared.

Very little complaint was made by the prisoners in any
institution upon that score.

The bedding is changed at regular intervals, and kept
clean or otherwise according to the habits of the occupants.

lEommomucaltl) of itlassacljuscits.

REPORT.
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The bathing facilities are very good in most instances,
and such as are not will be made so as soon as may be.
Cleanliness being recognized as a great essential the prison-
ers are required to bathe as often as once a week.

Quite good libraries were found in nearly all of the insti-
tutions, improving, as time goes on, under the law which
permits the keepers to expend one hundred dollars per
annum for that purpose.

Religious worship is held on Sunday. In the larger
prisons Protestant and Catholic services are held alternately,
while in the smaller the prisoners are permitted to receive
the visits of the clergy representing their faith.

Early in the session the legislature passed an order
“ authorizing the Committee on Prisons to investigate the
management and discipline in the prisons and houses of cor-
rection, to emjoloy a stenographic reporter, to send for per-
sons and papers, and report evidence in print.”

The committee, as has been stated, in accordance with its
duty proceeded to examine into the condition of the various
penal institutions which came under its jurisdiction, and by
careful inquiry and close observation, endeavored to ascer-
tain if any abuses existed.

In its opinion no condition of affairs did exist, calling for
an investigation other than such as is usually made by the
Committee on Prisons, therefore the services of a steno-
graphic reporter were not called into requisition.

Under the order the treasurer and steward of the Women’s
Prison at Sherborn was requested to appear before the com-
mittee, with his books and papers, not because any charge
of mismanagement or malfeasance in office had been made,
but because it was believed that the office was an expensive
one, which in the interests of economy might be abolished.

The result of this action will be found in the report upon
that institution.

State Prison
Concord.

The state prison was visited by the committee on January
30th and February 27th.

At the time of the first visit the prison buildings and
shops were thoroughly inspected.
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The committee, in view of the, disturbed condition of
affairs which had existed, was pleased to find the convicts at
their posts, in the various shops, performing their work
quietly and properly.

During the interval between the first and second visits,
His Excellency the Governor saw tit to remove Warden
Earle, and to appoint as his successor Col. Roland M. Usher
of Lynn.

Soon after the removal of Warden Earle, the order of the
legislature referred to was introduced ; aud very soon after
its adoption, and before the committee had proceeded to
take any action upon it, the governor was reported to have
said, in a speech delivered by him to the convicts at the
state prison, that he had removed Warden Earle not for
anything he had done to them, but because he had failed to

ordersproperly carry out one of hi
As it was claimed that His

thus summarily act, if he ch
Excellency had the power to
se to exercise it, and as there

were no charges of any kind or nature against Warden
Earle or his management, the committee saw no occasion,
after this public explanation by the governor, to corameuce
any investigation of the state prison.

The committee desire to state, however, that they fully
concur in the views expressed by the prison commissioners
in their last annual report, in which they speak as follows:

It is due to the warden that we should speak of his earnest endeavor
to change for the better the system of prison management in existence
when he entered upon his duties. The most serious of the prevailing
evils was that which grew out of the contract labor system. The rules
of the prison had long been based upon the theory which the statutes
establish, viz., that a convict sentenced to the state prison has forfeited
his rights as a citizen, and during the term of his sentence must faith-
fully devote his time to the service of the State; having a claim only
for kind and humane treatment, for an abundant supply7 of well-cooked
food, comfortable clothing, and proper care for health at all times

This improvement in the financial condition of the prison is in the
highest degree creditable to the warden. It has been attained under

ies, such as an increase in cost of
ir of men at work upon contracts,

some disadvantageous circumstar
provisions, a decrease in the numt:

if July. Expenditures of $l,OOO for
:h more in connection with the rofit-
and there has also been an added
to the changed system, by which

and some loss by the rebellion (
library books, and of nearly as mu

in made
lost in officering the prison, due
fficers were relieved from doing double duty.
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The method of reporting expenditures, also, makes the financia
showing appear much worse than it really is. At the close of the lasiit really is. At the close of the la
calendar year there was a deficit of $7,062.88. The larger part of this
was for bills incurred before the beginning of Warden Earle’s adminis-
tration. This amount has been paid during the past year, and has been
reckoned among this year’s expenditures in the foregoing statement
and in all the tables. The real cost of- the prison for the year ending
September 80, 1882, was $131,914,75, less $7,062.88, or $124,881.87.
Deducting the receipts, $106,090.80, and the increase in stock, $3,761.79,
and the deficit is found to be $15,029.28. This is an improvement ol
$13,581.60 upon the showing of the previous year.

The earnings from labor have been larger than in the preceding year,
amounting to $88,457.69, an increase of $2,910.64 over those of 1881.
As the number of prisoners has been 37 less than in 1881, this increase
in the earnings is more noticeable. If there had been as many prisoners
as there were in the previous year, the earnings would have been fully
$6,000 larger than they have been, as only about two per cent, of the
prisoners are unfit for work, and from the thirty-seven there would be,
on an average, thirty-five capable of earning sixty cents per day. The
earnings have been about $ll per prisoner larger than in 1881, and
larger, per prisoner, than in any previous year since 1873.

The needs of the institution, so far as was deemed expe-
dient, were provided for by bills which were introduced
from time to time. The solution of the question of sewage,
which has been a source of much trouble, was, it is hoped,
finally and satisfactorily disposed of. Appropriations were
made for the construction of six double tenement houses for
officers, coal-sheds and repair

Chapter 165 of the Acts of 1879 was considered legisla
tion sufficient upon the question of water supply.

Upon the question of solitary cells, no action was taken,
though the defects in those now in use were recognized by
the committee.

The question of contract labor, and under it the system of
overwork, with its attendant evils, was ably treated by the
prison commissioners in their last annual report, and while
the committee has asked for no new legislation upon it, it
must be subjected to legislative action in the near future.
The statutes state that the officers shall wear such uniform,

cap, or badge, while on duty, as the warden and commis-
loners may prescribe. The observance of this statute, the

committee believe, would be in the interests of discipline
.ad ordt
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Reformatory Prison for Women.
Sherborn.

On the 31st of January, the committee visited this excel-
lent institution, which is designed, as its name indicates, to
reform rather than punish the unfortunate women who have
been committed thereto.

The discipline is very strict, but kind and humane; and
the satisfactory results attained thus far should remove all
doubts as to the wisdom of the establishment or continuance
of the institution.

The total cost per prisoner per day, 70 cents, is higher
than at the other prisons of the State; but, as has been
stated, this is a reformatory, which is accomplishing a good
work, the value of which far more than compensates for the
extra expense.

The actual cost of living (food) per prisoner per day is
but 10 cents, though the food is good and abundant.

Miss Dr. Eliza M. Mosher, the efficient superintendent,
having been incapacitated by an accident from active super-
vision, felt obliged, early in the spring, to resign. Miss
Clara Barton was appointed to succeed her, some months
later, and during the interval Mrs. Johnson, of the prison
commission, exercised a supervision over the institution.

Believing that a reduction in the cost of maintaining theO O

institution might be effected by the abolition of the office of
treasurer and steward, the committee reported a bill to that
purpose, which was passed.

Under the statute which established the offices of superin-
tendent, and treasurer and steward, there were practically
two heads. Though no conflict of authority was claimed to
exist between the incumbents of the two positions, it was
believed by the committee that the entire responsibility
could safely be placed in the hands of the superintendent.

It is but just to Mr. Stevens, the treasurer and steward,
to state that the duties of his office, so far as they went,
were conducted in a perfectly satisfactory manner.

Agues S. Goulding.
“ o

Hiram A. Stevens.
Officer in charge (acting sup’t),
Treasurer and steward,
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Physician, ..... Dr. Lucy M. Hall.
Chaplain,...... Susan P. Harrold.

Number of prisoners, ...... 256
Number of prisoners (average),

....228
Number of cells, ....... 308
Size of cells,— 9 ft. 10 in. high, II ft. long, 5 ft. 10 in. wide.
Number of books in library, .... 2,021
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day,

...70c.
Amount received for labor of prisoner per day, . . 11c.
Labor of prisoners : Making shirts, mittens and brushes,

laundry work and all the housework.
Amount of land, covered or otherwise,

. . 30 acres.
Worship, .... Protestant and Catholic.

Suffolk County.

Jail, Boston.
On the 24th of January the committee visited this jail.
As this institution is used almost altogether for the deten-

tion of persons awaiting trial, there is no labor for them to
perform, other than to keep the apartments clean and in
order, which is done to perfection, under the watchful care
of Sheriff Clark, who is now serving his twenty-third year
as keeper.

The spacious and well ventilated cells, excellent sanitary
condition, and simple but nutritious food are conducive to
health, so there is but little use for the hospital.

Although there is no library, the friends of the prisoners
supply them with sufficient reading matter.

The chaplain, familiarly known as “Uncle Cook,” visits
the jail every day, but admission is granted to clergymen of
any faith upon request ot a prisoner.

Sheriff John M. Clark.
Darius F. Bradley.
Dr. John H. McCollom.
Rufus R. Cook.

Officer in charge

Second officer in cha
Physician,

Chaplain,

125 male, 14 female.No. of prisoners
during year 139Average number of prisoner
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Number of cells, ...... 223
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, . . . .SS^jO.
Size of cells, 10 ft. high. 11 ft. long, 8 ft. wide.
Amount of land covered by buildings or otherwise, 136,000

sq. feet.

House of Correction, South Boston.

On the 25th of January this prison, one of the largest in
the State, was inspected by the committee.

The responsibility for the management and care of this
institution, which contains many of the worst class of
prisoners, is a very important one, second only, perhaps, to
that of the State prison ; but the close examination of the

that cleanliness, order, dis-committee developed the fact
cipline and harmony prevailed

The convicts are at all times
the prison officials, the contract
done away with. The present

under the direct control of
system having been entirely
plan has proved a decided

success, both in point of discipline and financially.
The income last year was $54,489.87, an increase of nearly

$2,500 over the previous year, or an average cents per
day received for each prisoner.

This amount, deducted from the cost of maintaining each
prisoner per day, leaves the net cost cents. Nearly all
of the vegetables are raised upon land belonging to the insti-
tution.

Officer in charge, . . . M. Y. B. Berry.
Second officer in charge, . . ¥m. A. Child.
Physician, .....Dr. Theo. W. Fisher.
Chaplain, .....Rev. Joseph H. Clinch.

Number of prisoners, . . . 416 male, 60 female.
Average number of prisoners during year, . . 4591f
Number of cells, . . . . . 462
Number of books in library, .... 1,500
Labor of prisoners, .... Making clothing.
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, .

. . 51c.
Amount received per prisoner per day (average), . 321c.
Worship, .

Protestant and Catholic,
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Sizu of colls, —(> ft,. 7 in. high, 7 ft. long, 3 ft. 6 in. wide.
Amount of laud covered by buildings or otherwise, about

10 acres

House of Industry, Deer Island
This, the largest penal institution in the Commonwealth

was visited by the committee on the 27th of June.
, The perfect discipline, order and neatness which prevail

throughout, are most commendable to the management, and
demonstrate how complete is the system which can control
and make useful such a large number of short-sentenced
prisoners, representing, in the main, the lowest grades of
humanity.

The board of directors of public institutions of the city
of Boston, which has the direct management of this institu-
tion, recommended the construction of a brick addition to
the main building, there being great need of increasedO’ O O

accommodations for hospital, sleeping and dining purposes,
but it was deemed inexpedient by the committee on auditor’s
estimates, of the Boston city council, to ask for the appro-
priation .

In Alarch, Col. Guy C. Underwood, the efficient superin-
tendent, was succeeded by Col. J. C. Whiton. The latter
gentleman having been the immediate predecessor of Col.
Underwood, is, therefore, well qualified to ably administer
the affairs of the institution.

Besides the labor, from which there is a direct income,
the male prisoners are employed at farm work, filling in
land, taking care of stock, barns, piggery, and some me-
chanical work.

Officer in charge, . •
■ Col. John C. Whiton.

Second officer in charge, . . W. P. Wood.
Physician, .

Or. Immanuel Schwab.
Chaplain, .

Rev. John W. Dadmun.

Number of prisoners, . . . 443 male, 224 female.
Number of prisoners (average), . . . . 724
Number of cells, 410
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Size of cells, 6 ft. 8 in. high, 7 ft. 8 in. long, 3 ft. 8 in
wide.

Number of books in library, . . . . 1,039
Labor of prisoners, . Making clothing, stone-cutting.
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, about, . 31c.
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, about, 180 acres
Worship, .....Protestant and CatholicProtestant and Catholic.

Middlesex County.

Jail and House of Correction, East Cambridge.
At the time of the committee’s visit, January 25th, the

extensive repairs and alterations, authorized by the last
legislature, which had been in progress for several months,
had not been completed,‘but sufficient had been done to show
that when ready for occupancy this prison would be one of
the largest and best in the State.

So many and great have been the changes that it will be
practically a new prison, for the portion reconstructed was
in many respects unfit for the purpose, being poorly lighted
and illy ventilated.

It was hoped and expected that the chapel and the cells
in the female department might be remodelled, but the cost
of work already done or being finished will be equal to the
appropriation of $lOO,OOO. The library, which has been
hardly adequate to the needs of the institution, will shortly
receive a large addition, many new books having been
selected. The food is excellent in quality, and abundant in
quantity. Sheriff Fiske has devoted much of his time to
the oversight of the work, and together with Captain Adams
has offered many valuable suggestions.

As at Concord prison, bath-tubs have been done away
with, and shower-baths have been substituted, much to the
satisfaction of the prisoners.

Capt. Chas. J. Adams.Officer in charge,
Chas. H. LangSecond officer in charge,

Physician, .
Dr. John B. Taylor.
Rev. David McFall.Chaplain,

301 male, 24 female.Number of prisoners
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Number of prisoners, (average), .... 319
Number of cells, 505
Size of cells, . 7 ft. 2 in. high, 10 ft. long, 4 ft. wide
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, . . . 29-j-c.
Amount received for labor of prisoner per day, . 21-f-c.
Labor of prisoners, .... Making brushes.
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, . . 59,596-(-ft.
Worship, , Protestant and Catholic, alternate Sundays.

On the Bth of February this jail, one of the best located,
finely constructed and well arranged in the State, was in-
spected by the committee.

During the rebuilding of the prison at East Cambridge it
has been necessary to send many of the convicts belonging
there to this institution, thereby greatly increasing the
average number of inmates, and somewhat overcrowding it.
Increased accommodation, however, can be provided at a
comparatively small expense should it become necessary.

This jail has neither a chapel or a workshop, and possibly
needs neither, as most of the inmates remain but a compara-
tively short while ; but the possession and use of both might
be productive of good results.

The committee desire, as have past committees, to call the
attention of the county commissioners to the necessity of
enclosing with a high fence the grounds belonging to and
surrounding the jail, thus rendering it impossible for persons
outside the prison to communicate with those within, and
also making the land available for the raising of vegetables,
thereby giving exercise and employment to the prisoners
for a portion of the year at least, as well as effecting a saving
in that direction.

Henry G. Cushing.
George T. Lasselle.

Officer in charge,
Second officer in charge
Physician, Dr. Franklin Nickerson.

Rev. Thomas Haworth.Chaplain,

43 male, 14 female.Number of prisoners,
Average number during year OD

Jail, Lowell.
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Number of cells,
....... 70

Hospital, 1 room, 14x20.
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, . . . 36|c.
Worship, .... Protestant and Catholic.
Size of cells, . . 10 ft. high, 10 ft. wide, 6 ft. long.
Amount of land, covered by buildings or

otherwise . 248,904 sq. ft.

Essex County

Jail and House of Correction , Lawrence
On the 10th of March, when the committee visited this

prison, the best in every respect of the penal institutions of
Essex County, it was found to be in excellent condition.

As the number of prisoners is now, and for some time has
been in excess of the number of cells, increased accommo-
dation may, in the near future, become necessary, as the
surplus cannot be accommodated at the other jails in the
county.

Sheriff Horatio G. Herrick.Officer in charge
John P. Bradstreet.

Rev. Geo. W. Sargent.
Second officer in charge,
Chaplain,
Physician,

Number of prisoners, . . . 165 male, 16 female.
Number of prisoners (average), .... 189
Number of cells, . . . . . . . 124
Size of cells, 11 ft. high, 8 ft. 6 in. long, 8 ft. 6 in. wide.
Number of books in library, ..... 400
Cost of maintaining prisoner, per day, . . . 29c.
Amount received for labor of prisoner, per day, . 16c.
Labor of prisoners, . . Making shoes and heels.
Amount of land, covered and other-

wise, .....Between 3 and 4 acres-
Worship, .... Protestant and Catholic.

Dr. Charles U. Dunning.

fail and House of Correction, Ipswich
This jail was visited February sth.

The buildings were found to be in proper condition, and
the administration of the affairs of the institution seems to
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be all that could be expected. One object of criticism is
the wooden stairway, narrow and crooked, leading to the
workshop. The committee believe that it should, and
recommend that it be, replaced by one of iron.

It is only at (his institution that the care of two classes
of the State’s wards is maintained under one management,
and it is to be hoped that the county may, at no distant day,
provide separate accommodation for the criminal and the
insane, for better results could unquestionably be obtained.

Owing to the excess of prisoners over the number of cells
it has become necessary to utilize the attics as sleeping
apartments. This course is objectionable, for the herding
together of this class of men is not productive of good
results.

The crowded condition of the penal institutions of Essex
County is a strong argument in favor of a new jail at Salem,
and the abolition of that at Newburyport.

Master and physician, . . . Dr. Y. G. Hurd.
Officer in charge, .... John H. Blake.
Second officer in charge,

.... Leach Clark.
Chaplain, ..... Eev. John Pike, D,l).

Number of prisoners, . . 135 male, 14 female.
Number of prisoners (average), . . . . .117
Number of cells, . . . - .

. .124
Size of cells, —6 ft. 11 in. high, 7 ft. 2 in. long, 3 ft. (5 in.

wide.
Number of books in library, .....300
Cost of maintaining prisoner, per day, . . 32c.
Amount received per prisoner, per day, . . 12c.
Labor of prisoners, ..... Making heels.
Amount of land, covered and otherwise, 25 acres, upon

which all the vegetables used are raised.

Jail, Salem.

On the 12th of February the committee visited this relic
of olden time. Built in 1813, it appears, with its mas-
sive walls and port-hole apertures, more like a fortress than
a jail.

The only means of ventilation is through the small win
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(lows which occasionally pierce the heavy walls, into which
a ray of sunlight can scarcely penetrate to the tomb-like
recesses of the cells.

At the time of the committee’s visit, the weather was very
cold, and the prisoners were obliged to pace their cells or go
to bed to keep themselves warm.

The partition walls are nearly as thick as the outer, and
the doorways are narrow and low, so that the heat from the
stoves in the corridors was absorbed before it could find its
way into the cells.

The county commissioners, in observance of the earnest
protest of the committee caused another stove to be put up
in the corridor, so that the temperature became more endur-
able. If this jail is to be continued, steam-heat ought to be
introduced.

The cells are very large, so that it is necessary to place
four, and sometimes even more, prisoners in one room, a
practice which is not conducive to neatness, discipline or
morality, especially as the prisoners are idle, there being no
labor for them to perform.

The keeper and his assistants are gentlemen who endeavor
to carry on the institution properly, and they deserve com-
mendation for doing so well with so few conveniences.

This jail, together with that at Newburyport, should be
rebuilt, for they are not creditable to Essex County, nor
adequate to its needs

First officer, .

Second officer,
Physician,

Samuel E. Hathaway.
Timothy Lucey.

Dr. C. A. Carleton.
Rev. C. E. Burnes.Chaplain,

Number of prisoners 31 male, 4 female.
Average number of prisoners during year, . . 38[¥
Number of cells,

...... .20
Number of books in libraries,

....300
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day (food), about . 19c.
Amount of land, covered by buildings or otherwise, about

one acre.
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Jail, Newbury-port.
On the 7th of February, this diminutive jail was inspected

by the committee.
It was found to be in as perfect order, and as neat and

clean as could be desired.
Like the jail at Salem, it is an ancient structure, lacking:7 O

every convenience necessary to the proper conduct of a
prison.

The committees of previous years have recommended
that if a jail must be maintained here, that it should be a
larger and a better one, and the present committee would
endorse that opinion.

Officer in charge,
Physician, .

Col. Charles L. Ayers.
Dr. Geo. M. Snow.

Number of prisoners 5 male, 0 female.
Average number of prisoners during year, .

. .13
Number of cells,

........ 8
Number of books in library,

. . . . .50
Size of cells,

. . 10 ft. high, 10 ft. long, 9 ft. wide.
Amount of land, covered by buildings or otherwise, | acre.

Norfolk County.

Jail and House of Correction, Dedham.
This finely constructed and most excellently managed

institution was visited February 13th.
The possession of every convenience, together with-the

efficient administration of the keeper, makes this a model
prison.

Sheriff Rufus C. Wood.
Henry White.

Officer in charge,
Second officer in charge,
Physician, .

Dr. J. W. Chase.
Rev. C. B. Smith.Chaplain,

93 male, 9 female.Number of prisoners
80Number of prisoners (average)

Number of cells, 112
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Size of cells, (men’s), 9 ft. long, 8 ft. high, 8 ft. wide.
Size of cells (women’s), 7 ft. 3 in. Ion", 7 ft. hisrh, 4

wide
Number of bpoks in library,

.... 290
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, . . . 56c.
Amount received for labor of prisoner per day, . 13c.
Labor of prisoners, ....Cane-seating chairs
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, about 2 acre

Plymouth County

Jail and House of Correction, Plymouth

On the 13th of March this institution was inspected by the
committee.

The commissioners of prisons and prison committees of
previous years have urged the necessity of rebuilding this
jail, and it became apparent to this committee that the facts
had not been misrepresented.

The number of inmates does now, and for sometime has
far exceeded the cell accommodations, so that several of the
prisoners are obliged to find sleeping accommodations upon
the floors of the corridors.

There is no guard-room overlooking the cells, practically
no solitary cells, the lower part of the old jail, which is used
for that purpose, being entirely unfit for such use, and the
bathing facilities are quite insufficient for so many inmates.

Considering the crowded, and, consequently, somewhat
disordered condition, Sheriff Harmon’s management is all
that can be expected. '

Unfortunately for the pressing needs of the county, a bill
in trodneed by the committee
forty thousand dollars for the
jail, which passed both houses,
ment of the executive.

making an appropriation of
rebuilding of the Plymouth
failed to receive the endorse-

Sheriff A. K. Harmon.
C. T. Barley.

Officer in charge,
Second officer in charge (day)
Second officer in charge (night), Jacob Howland.
Physician,

. . . Dr. J. B. BrewsDr. J. B. Brewster.
Chaplain, Rev. Edward Hathaway.

ft. 3 in. Ion", 7 ft. hisrh, 4 ft.
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Number of prisoners, ......36
Number of prisoners (average), .... 40
Number of cells (including room in old jail), . . 33
Size of cells, 7 ft. 2 in. high, 8 ft. 2 in. long, 4 ft. 6 in. wide.
Number of books in library,

..... 64
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, . . . 25c
Amount received for labor of prisoner per day, . . 31c
Labor of prisoners, ....Cane-seating chairs
Amount of land covered, by buildings or otherwise, | acre
Worship,. ...... Protestant.

Bristol Countv
Jail and House of Correction, JSfeiv Bedford.

An inspection of this institution was made by the com-
mittee on the 4th of April.

The new portion (so called) was found to be in a satisfac-
tory condition, and the old part, constructed in 1828, is ip
as good condition as might be expected.

The old portion should be reconstructed at once, or as
soon as may be, for it is lacking in two great essentials
ventilation and light.

Should the windows be enlarged both results might be
attained to a minor degree, but it would be for the interest
of the county to tear down and rebuild, thereby securing a
jail adequate to its needs.

The discipline is quite strict, but the administration is
apparently just and humane. Seven cents per pound is the
contract price for beef, and it was thought that a better art-
icle than was seen at the time of the visit ought to be
obtained for that sum.

Officer in charge, .... Charles D. Burt.
Second officer in charge, . . Thomas Nickerson.
Physician, . . . • ■ Or. M. H. Leonard.
Chaplain, Rev - H. Coe.

Number of prisoners, ...... 144
Number of prisoners (average), . . . . 179
Number of cells, .

• • •
• • • Li 2

Size of cells, . •6| ft. high, 7| ft. long, 4 ft. wide.
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Number of books in library, 310
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day 46c.
Amount received for labor of prisoner per day (ac

cording to kind of work), . . . 33c33c. and 45c.
Labor of prisoners, .... Making shoes.
Amount of land covered or otherwise, about . 2 acres.
Worship, .......Protestant.

Jail, Taunton
A visit to, and inspection of, this jail was made by the

committee on April 16th.
There being few convicts, and those few serving short

sentences, there is no labor for the jail prisoners except the
care of the corridors and cells. As in most of the jails of
the Commonwealth, the cells are quite large, well lighted
and properly ventilated, and the food good and abundant.

Officer in charge, . . Isaac G. Carrier.
Second officer in charge, Isaac G. Carrier, Jr.
Physician, . . . Dr. Nomus Paige.
Chaplain, . . . From different denominations.

Number of prisoners, ... 49 male, 10 female.
Number of prisoners (average), .... 55
Number of cells, . . .

. . . 68
Size of cells, . ft. high, feet long, ft. wide.
Number of books in library, ..... 140
Amount of land covered or otherwise, about . . 3 acres.
Worship, .......Protestant.

Dukes County.

Jail, Edgartown.
When, on June sth, this small but well-constructed jail

was inspected by the committee, it was found to be in most
excellent condition.

The cells are large, well lighted and thoroughly ventilated,
as all jail cells, particularly when the prisoners have no
employment, should be.‘

As the number of prisoners rarely exceeds two or three the
food is supplied from the keeper’s kitchen at a cost of 50c.
per diem per capita.
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Officer in charge, Samuel S. Stuart.

Number of prisoners (both minors),
... 2

Number of cells, . .
.. . .

. .
\2

Size of cells, . .
. 9 ft. high, 9 ft. long, 7| ft. wide.

Number of books, ....... 1
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, .

. . 50c
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, .

. 166 rods.

Barnstable County.

Jail and House of Correction, Barnstable
The reports from this institution were so favorable, and

the number of inmates so small, that the committee felt it to
be hardly necessary to inspect it.

The building is well constructed and convenient, and the
general management has proved highly satisfactory.

Isaiah C. InmanOfficer in charge
Physician,

Number of prisoners (male)
Number of cells, .

8

20
Size of cells, . . 9 ft. high, 8 ft. long, 7 ft. wide.
Number of books in library,..... 7070
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, . , .3 acres

Nantucket County.

Jail and House of Correction, Nantucket.
On the 4th of June the committee inspected this primi-

tive structure, making the first official visit which it had
received for three years.

This is probably the oldest institution of its class in the
Commonwealth, even antedating that at Salem, having been
built in the year 1804.

Notwithstanding its age and condition, it answers the pur-
pose of a lock-up, though rarely called into requisition even
for that object, as persons arrested or sentenced for serious
crimes are sent to the New Bedford jail. Under these cir-
cumstances, criticism may, therefore, be uncalled for.

Dr. John M. Smith.
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Officer in charge Daniel W. Folger.

Number of prisoners, ..... None,
Number of cells,

...... 9
Size of cells, . . 6 ft. high, 14 ft. long, 9 ft. wide.
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, about . 25 rods.

Worcester County

Jail and House of Correction , Worcester
This well-built and excellently managed institution was

inspected by the committee on the 22d of March, when its
condition was found to be such that there was everything to
commend, and nothing to condemn.

While strict discipline and an impartial administration of
justice is observed, it is evident that all which can be done
for the welfare of the convicts is performed.

Sheriff Sprague has been in charge of this jail for eight
years, during which time, of the 11,063 committals, but
seven have died, of which number one was executed and
one committed suicide.

This institution, together with that at Fitchburg, arc
model prisons, of which Worcester County may well bo
proud.

Officer in charge, , . Sheriff A. B. R. Sprague
Second officer in charge, A. F. Earle.
Physician,

. .

. Dr. Rufus W
Chaplains, . . . H. A. Stimsou and J. B. Drenuau.

Number of prisoners, ....135 male, 8 female.
Number of prisoners (average), . . 170
Number of cells,

.... 194
Size of cells, . . 9 ft. high, 7 ft. long, 6 ft. wide.
Number of books in library,

.... 475
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, . . . 70c.
Amount received for labor of prisoner per day . 14c.
Labor of prisoners, ....Cane-seating chairs.
Amount of land, covered or otherwise,about

. 5 acres.
Worship, , Protestant and Catholic,

Dr. Rufus Woodward
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Jail and House of Correction, Fitchburg.

On the 16th of March the committee visited this prison,
which is one of the best located and well constructed in the
Commonwealth, when, as has been the case heretofore, it
was found to be in perfect order and excellent condition.

The fact that but one, of the 3,073 inmates during the
past eight years, has died, speaks volumes in praise of the
excellent sanitary condition of the institution, and .of the
care of the prisoners.

All of the hay, grain, fruit and vegetables are raised on
the farm connected with the institution. $625 was received
from the sale of farm products last year, but the amount
does not appear to the credit of the prison, it being covered
into the county treasury, as is the case with all other State
institutions.

Officer in charge, .... Maj. B. D. Dwinnell.
Second officer in charge, . . C. E. F. Hayward.
Physician, ..... Hr. Geo. Jewett.
... ,

. ( Rev. C. R. Harding.
Chaplains, ) -r. -n t n •

1 c Fr. P. J. Gamgan.

Number of prisoners (males), .... 62
Number of prisoners (average), .... 72
Number of cells, . .

• • • • ■ 81
Size of cells, . 8 ft. 10 in. long, 7 ft. high, 6 ft. wide.
Number of books in library, ..... 500
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, . . . J9c.
Amount received per prisoner per day, . . . 17fc.
Labor of prisoners, . ■

• Cane-sealing chairs.
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, . . 40 acres.
Worship, . . .

• • Protestant and Catholic.

Hampden County
.

Jail and House of Correction, Springfield.
On the loth of May this institution was visited by the

committee.
Attention has been called by previous committees to the

fact that the buildings, which were constructed in 1816, are

by no means adequate to present needs.



22 [July,PRISONS, JAILS, Etc

Like most old prisons, the cells are small and poorly ven-
tilated, and the whole institution is conducted at great dis-
advantage for lack of proper conveniences.

Some twenty years since, a wing was added, hut the
population of (he county has increased so rapidly during
the past few years that frequently there are more commit-
ments than there is cell accommodation.

Perhaps the opinions of the committee cannot be better
expressed than by quoting the remarks of Sheriff Sanderson,
who said, in his report to the county commissioners :

“ Our present buildings are old and poorly arranged. The light in a
large part ot the prison is bad; the bathing arrangements are insuffi-
cient; the location and construction of the buildings render them more
or less damp in summer, and from their long and constant use, the re-
pairs to buildings, steam and water fixtures are necessarily great. The
defects above referred to have been subjects of severe criticism by legis-
lative committees and prison commissions, and grand juries have
made it a matter of censure upon our county.”

It is hoped that the county commissioners may, at no dis-
tant day, be empowered to construct a jail and house of
correction adequate to the needs of Hampden County.

S. C. Spellman.
C. H. Sanderson.
Dr. C. P. Hooker.
Rev. Joseph Scott.

Officer in charge
Second officer in charge
Physician, .

Chaplain,

Number of prisoners, . . . 123 male, 13 female.
Number of prisoners (average), .... 133
Number of cells,

...... 144
Size of cells, 6 ft. 6 in. high, 8 ft. long, 4 ft. 8 in. wide
Number of books in library, . Taken from city libraryTaken from city library.
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day (for provisions), 16.6c.
Amount received for labor of prisoners per day, . 20c.20c
Labor of prisoners, . . . Manufacturing harness
Amount of land covered or otherwise, . . 33,642 ft.
Worship, ....... Protestant.
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Franklin County.

Jail and House of Correction, Greenfield.
This neat, clean and orderly prison was inspected by the

committee on the 15th of May.

There are no kitchen, laundry or hospital accommodations
connected with the prison, as there should be.

The food is prepared in the keeper’s kitchen, and the laun-
dry work is performed in one of the lower corridors, with
very poor conveniences.

The sanitary condition of the jail is so excellent that perhaps
a hospital room may not be so necessary as are the kitchen
and laundry, but the two latter essentials ought to be pro-
vided as early as may be, and steam-heating apparatus should
also be added.

Officer in charge, . . . Sheriff Geo. A. Kimball.
Second officer in charge, . . Ernest C. White.
Physician, ....Dr. Adams C. Dean.
Chaplain, . . . ‘ Rev. Robert M. Snow,

Number of prisoners, ... 15 male, 4 female.
Number of prisoners (average), .... 23
Number of cells, .......32
Size of cells, . . 8 ft. high, 8 ft. long, ft wide.
Number of books in library, .....125
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day
Amount received for labor of prisoner per day, . 20c.
Labor of prisoners, . ■ • Cane-seating chairs.
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, . . 2 acres.
Worship, . • •

•

.

•
• Protestant.

Hampshire County.

Jail and House of Correction, Northampton.

This institution was inspected May 15th. To the surprise
of the committee the only officer at the prison was found to
be the sheriff, who stated that for six weeks he had been
without an assistant, a responsibility which he ought never

have been called upon to assume.
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Neatness and order prevailed, and everything seemed to
be in good condition. The substitution of steam-heating
apparatus for the stoves now in use would be an improve-
ment.

Officer in charge, . . . Sheriff H. A. Longley.
Chaplain, ..... Rev. Levi P. Morton.
Physician, .....Dr. Gilfillian.

Number of prisoners, . . . .39 male, 3 female.
Number of prisoners (average), . . . . .42
Number of cells, .......88
Size of cells (jail), . 9ft. high, Bft long, 10 ft. wide.
Size of cells (H. of C.), 9i ft. high, 8 ft. long, 4i ft. wide.
Number of books in library, .....150
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, . . 23c.
Amount received for labor of prisoners per day (em-

ployed), ....... 15|c.
Labor of prisoner's, .... Making halters.
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, . . 1| acres.
Worship, ....... Protestant.

Berkshire Coujsty.

Jail and House of Correction , Pittsfield.

On the 17th of May, the committee visited this finely con-
structed and well-managed institution. Everything was
found to be in good condition, and the general work and
care of the prison is conducted as well as the facilities will
permit.

The conveniences for cooking, laundry work and bathing
are not what they should be, but could be made so at a com-
paratively small cost, and "with an eventual financial benefit
to the county as well.

In view of these facts, it is hoped that the county com-
missioners may feel it to be a duty which should receive im-
mediate attention, to provide these actual necessities, which
ought not to exist in an institution otherwise so complete and
ably conducted.
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Officer in charge Sheriff Hiram B. Wellington.
Lebbeus Scott.
Dr. Abner M. Smith.

Second officer in charge,
Physician, .

Chaplain,

Number of prisoners 83 mal mit
Number of prisoners (averag ) 74
Number of cells, . . . . .

.

Size of cells, . . 8A ft. high, Bft. long, 6 ft. wide.
Number of books in library, ..... 503
Cost of maintaining prisoner per day, . . 53c.
Amount received for labor of prisoner per day, . 20c.
Labor of prisoners, . . . . . Making shoes.
Amount of land, covered or otherwise, . . 9 acres.
~t ,

•

( Protestant.Wnrahin J
TXT 1 • \ I I ULcbldulWorship, . . 2 , ,

C Catholic clergy called when requested

State Workhouse, Bridgewater
This institution, which is under the direct control of a

board of trustees, was visited by the committee on the 29th
of March, when it was found to be in most excellent condi-
tion, preserving the high reputation for order, cleanliness
and discipline, which has ever been maintained under Cap-
tain Leonard, its superintendent.

Nearly all of the inmates are vagrants or paupers, many
of whom are incapable of service, but such as are able are
employed at seating chairs, making harnesses and shoes, and
farm work. A large portion, if not all, of the vegetables
used, are raised on the land connected with the institution.

Since the visit of the committee, Captain Leonard has re-
signed the office of superintendent, and Mr. H. M. Black-
stone, formerly superintendent of the Marcella Street Home
in Boston, has been appointed his successor.

On the 7th of July the insecurity of the buildings against
fire was demonstrated, for they were, with the exception of
the outbuildings, entirely destroyed by that devouring ele-
ment on that day, notwithstanding every precaution against
such possibility had been adopted by the erection of steam-
pumps, and the organization of a tire brigade. The build-
ings, floors, stairways and all, were constructed of wood, as
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no large; public building should be, most all of the corridors
and stairways, so that when the fire gained headway, the
“ tinder-box,” as it has long been termed, was doomed.

Officer in charge (March 29)
Second officer in charge, T. J. Cannon.

Dr. Edward Sawyer,
c Rev. J. B. Hingeley.
) Fr. J. A. Contou.

Physician,

Chaplains,

Number of inmates, . 295 men, 13 women, 10 children.
Number of inmates (average), .... 223
Number of cells, ....... 16
Number of books in library, .... 600
Cost of maintenanceper capita per day (about), . 42c.
Amount received for labor (last year),
T C Cane-seating chairs.Labor or inmates (deriving income), <

TT , .

° ' Harness-making.
Amount of land covered or otherwise,

. . 7 acres.
Worship,. .....Protestant and Catholic.

Senate, July 27, a.m., 1883.

Accepted.
Sent down for concurrence

S. N. GIFFORD. Clerk.

House of Representatives, July 27, p.m,, 1883.

Concurred.

EDWARD A. McLAUGHLIN, Clerk.

Capt. Nahum Leonard.






