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Boston,

Hon. Robert R. Bishop, President of the Senate .

Sie, I have the honor herewith to transmit to the Legi
lature the annual report of the Commissioners on Conti
gious Diseases among Cattle.

LEVI STOCKBRIDGE.

I am respectfully yours,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two.

Annual Report of the Commissioners on Contagions Diseases
among Cattle.

The commissioners are gratified to be able to report that
the year 1881 has been one of general health with the neat
stock of the State, and that our stock interests have been
unusually prosperous. In our last annual report, the atten-
tion of the Legislature was called to the fact, that conta-
gious pleuro pneumonia existed in several sections of the
country, and that it was alleged in England that cattle ex-
ported from the port of Boston had been found infected with
it, causing apprehension among our stock-owners lest there
might be an outbreak of the disease here, and throwing sus-
picion upon Boston as a cattle-shipping port. Mention was
also made of investigations then in progress by agents of the
United States as to the truth of the allegations. These in-
vestigations have been continued, and it is now believed that
while this disease exists in certain sections of New York,
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, not a
case of it has ever occurred west of the Alleghanies, and that
the suspected cattle from Boston were affected by ordinary
lung disease, induced by foul air on ship-board. But the ap-
prehension of danger from the disease remains in full force,
and, as a result, the commissioners are frequently notified by
private persons and municipal officers of supposed cases of it.
In July, the selectmen of Lauesborough, in Berkshire County,
requested us to examine the herd of a farmer of that town
who had lost five animals, and had three others sick the
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symptoms of which were thought to resemble those of this
disease. The herd was examined and a post-mortem made of
the animals, and the trouble found to be sporadic pneumonia.
There have been other cases of lung difficulty, but none of
them of the contagious type. The commissioners entertain
the opinion that there is little danger of the appearance of
this malady in localities remote from the great lines of trans-
portation. Inflammation of the lungs, or tubercolosis, may be
engendered in the stock of any farm by undue exposure,
want of ventilation, or confinement in damp and filthy en-
closures. But contagious pleuro pneumonia, which has
symptoms resembling those diseases, is the result of contact
with an animal possessing the infection, or with some object
he has infected, and is disseminated from animal to animal,
like small-pox or measles in the human family. The appear-
ance of lung disease on remote and isolated farms, unless it
can be traced to contact with animals from abroad, should
cause no alarm, but should prompt their owners to a careful
hygienic examination of their premises and methods of stock
management. So long, however, as this cattle plague exists
in four of our sister states, and their cattle are not forbidden
to mingle in the great current of trade, so long there is dan-
ger of its dissemination along the lines of transit. Twenty
years ago, and when it was widely spread through the State,
Massachusetts “stamped” it out at an expense of more than
two hundred thousand dollars, and not for the benefit of it-
self alone, but for the whole country; and it would appear
that common interests, and comity between the states, should
induce a like action where it now exists. The ravages of
this disease in other countries have cost them millions of dol-
lars, and to prevent a like result here is an object worthy the
combined action of the State and National governments.

To prevent the introduction of Spanish fever to our herds,
the Legislature of 1876 enacted that no Texas or Cherokee
cattle should be brought into the State between the fifteenth
day of May and the first of November. Other states in the
West, where it had caused great losses, had a similar statute ;

but, in a contested case before the United States court, in
Missouri, it has, during the last year, been declared uncon-
stitutional, because it attempted to interdict or control com-
merce between the states, a power possessed only by Con-



gress. Assuming a like result would follow in a contested
case in this State, and that onr enactment was void, repre-
sentations of the case were made to the Legislature at its
recent special session for the revision of the Statutes, and the
law complained of was stricken from the code. For it was
substituted an act giving the commissioners power to take
possession of all such cattle when brought within the State,
and to confine them to the premises of the railroad transport-
ing them, or to make such disposition of them as to prevent
the exposure of our native cattle. Sufficient time has not
elapsed to decide the efficiency of the act, but it is appre-
hended that railroad interests and convenience will inter-
pose serious obstacles to its enforcement. The dangerous
and insidious disease of glanders in horses has not diminished
since our last report. The germs of the disease appear to be
quite generally diffused through the State, except in the
south-eastern section, and in the counties of Berkshire and
Franklin. The enactment of 1881, removing the obligation
to appraise and pay for animals condemned and killed, has
materially simplified the duty of the board, and must event-
ually diminish its expenditures; it wrongs no man, for the
glandered horse is not only valueless to his owner, but a
source of constant danger. The municipal officers of the
towns or cities have called for the aid of the board in fifty-
seven cases; and of these, forty have been condemned and
ordered to be killed. The commissioners are firm in the be-
lief that—as soon as horse owners are cognizant of the fact
that no compensations can be received for condemned animals,
and that to call for their aid is simply to ask for an order for
the death of the subject if found diseased the owners or offi-
cers will destroy all pronounced cases, and hasten the work
of suppression.

On the 25th of September the selectmen of Charlemont, in
Franklin County, notified the board of the existence of a
malignant and apparently contagious disease in the swine of
a farmer of that town, and requested us to take control of the
same. The locality was visited, and an examination made
of the diseased animals then living, and a post-mortem made
of one which had died the day of the visit, which established
the fact that the disease was hog cholera, or swine plague,
and in all important respects identical with the scourge, which
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has made such havoc in this class of stock at the West and
South. The circumstances attending the development of the
case were very unusual and peculiar ; but to guard the pub-
lic along the lines of rail transportation from therecurrence of
a like calamity in the future, should be placed before the
public. It appears that on or about the 12th of August
a freight train on the Tunnel Railroad was derailed a short
distance from the Charlemont depot. In the train was a car-
load of swine billed from the West to some slaughtering es-
tablishment near Boston. The animals were released from
the cars by the accidant; and the State agent of the rail-
road, to prevent them from straying away, caused them to be
driven to, and secured in, the yards of Mr. E. C. Hawkes, a
farmer, whose residence was less than a half mile from the
depot. There were one hundred and seventy of the animals,
about twenty of which indicated sickness, or slight injuries
from the accident, supposably the latter. After remaining
in the yards of Mr. Hawkes two days, they were all for-
warded to their destination, though several were so feeble
that it was necessary to carry them to the cars. Mr. Hawkes
was a large owner and breeder of choice swine, and at the
time of the accident had, in his pens adjoining the yards
Avhere the Western hogs were confined, one hundred and
eighteen of these animals of different ages. About ten days
after the hogs from the railroad were removed, it was noticed
that quite a number of them refused their food, appeared
sick, and manifested behavior quite like that of the sup-
posed injured animals. The disease developed rapidly;
numbers of them soon died, and it spread to all the pens and
enclosures. Various remedies were tried without effect, and
at the time the commissioners were notified, more than half
the stock had been lost.

Not knowing the disease with which his swine were
troubled, or its cause, and hoping to save some of them, Mr.
Hawkes had removed a number to an outlying farm two
miles away, and turned them into an open field; but they
carried the disease with them, and made another centre of
contagion, causing serious alarm throughout the vicinity, to
allay which, and remove the difficulty, appeared to require
severe repressive measures. As chap. 24 of the Acts of 1878
had extended the powers and duties of the commissioners



6 [Jan.’B2.CONTAGIOUS DIS. AMONG CATTLE.

for the suppression of contagion among cattle, to “ the pre-
vention of contagious and infectious diseases among domestic
animals,” and as this was surely such, and circumstances
made it peculiarly dangerous, it was determined to apply the
provisions of the law applicable to herds of cattle infested
with contagious pleuro pneumonia. Accordingly, on the 13th
of October, the entire stock alive at that date, fifteen in num-
ber, were slaughtered. Of these six, on inspection, were ad-
judged free from disease, and were appraised and paid for.
Measures were taken for the safe disposition of the carcasses
of the diseased animals, and the disinfection of the premises,
and there have been no cases on the adjoining farms. That
the disease was the dreaded swine plague of the West, and
that it was communicated to Mr. Hawkes’s stock by the
animals taken from the cars, there is not a shadow of doubt.
Through no fault of his own, for the hogs from the cars
were taken to his yards in his absence, and without his
consent, Mr. Hawkes met with a great pecuniary loss. The
result should lead all to great caution against similar expos-
ure. The last appropriation for the purposes of the commis-
sion was #2,000.

There has been allowed and paid bills to the amount of
$1,949, and there are now outstanding bills to the amount of
$6OO, leaving a deficiency to be provided for of $549. The
expenses incurred by the board the past year have been un-
usually large ; caused bj r the greater number of calls for aid,
the distance travelled, and the peculiar character of some
of the cases. The eradication of glanders from one centre of
infection at Taunton was effected only by an expenditure of
$5OO. With the facts of the past year before us, if the work
of the board is to be continued, we recommend an appropria-
tion for the ensuing year of $2,500 in addition to the defi-
ciency now existing

LEVISTOCKBRIDGE
E. F. THAYER,
H. W. JORDAN.

Commissioners on Contagious Diseases among Cattle.
Boston, Jan. 10, 1882.






