
No. 41.

Senate, Feb. 8,1882.

The Committee on Cities, to whom was referred the Bill
(introduced on leave) to provide for laying out of Public
Parks and Squares in the city of Newton, report that the same
ought to pass.

For the Committee,

CHAS. T. GALLAGHER.

(ffominmimcaltl) of iHassatljusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two.

AN ACT

To provide for the Laying Out of Public Parks and
Squares in the City of Newton.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city council of the city of New-
-2 ton shall have power to take land from time to time,
3 by purchase, gift, devise, or otherwise, for public
4 parks and squares in said city; and to take and to
5 hold, in trust or otherwise, any devise, grant, gift, or

6 bequest, for the purpose of laying out, improving, or

7 ornamenting any parks and squares in said city; and
8 may provide by ordinance for the government, use,
9 care, and superintendence of such parks and squares,

10 either by said city council, or if said council shall so

11 decide, by such persons as may be appointed by the
12 mayor and aldermen of said city; and for breaches
13 of such ordinances may affix penalties not exceeding

Qfommomocaltl) of illassadjusetts.
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14 twenty dollars for one offence; provided , however ,

15 that no land shall be so taken, or liability created or

16 money expended therefor or upon any such park or
17 square, except by a two-thirds vote of all members
18 of each branch of said city council, taken by yeas
19 and nays.

1 Sect. 2. Said city shall, within sixty days after
2 the taking of any land under this act, file in the
3 registry of deeds for the county where the land is
4 situated a description thereof sufficiently accurate
5 for identifying the same. The title of land so taken
6 shall vest in the city of Newton. In case said city
7 and the owners of such lands do not agree upon the
8 damage of such taking, such damage shall be ascer-

-9 tained, determined, and paid in the same manner
10 as is provided for the payment of damages for the
11 taking of land for highways in said city.

1 Sect. 3. At any time within two years after any
2 land is taken or purchased for a park or square
3 under this act, the city council of said city of New-
-4 ton, if in its opinion any real estate in said city shall
5 receive any benefit and advantage from such taking
6 or purchasing, or from the locating and laying out
7 of a park or square under this act beyond the gen-
-8 eral advantages to all real estate in said city, may
9 adjudge and determine the value of such benefit and

10 advantage to any such real estate, and may assess
11 upon the same a proportional share of the expense
12 of land so purchased or taken, and of the expense of
13 laying out, grading, and making such park or square ;
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14 but in no case shall the assessment exceed one-half
15 of the amount of such adjudged benefit and ad-
-16 vantage.

1 Sect. 4. Assessments made under the preceding
2 section shall constitute a lien upon the real estate so
3 assessed, and shall be collected and enforced, with
4 the same rights to owners to surrender their estates,
5 and the same proceedings thereupon, and with the
6 same rights of and proceedings upon appeal, as are
7 provided by chapter fifty-one of the Public Statutes
8 of this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 5. The city council of said city of New-
-2 ton shall have authority to issue from time to time,
3 and to an amount not exceeding the amount actually
4 expended for the purchase or taking of lands for
5 said parks and squares, bonds or certificates of debt,
6 to be denominated on the face thereof “ Public Park
7 Loan,” and to bear interest at such rates and to be
8 payable at such periods as said council may deter-
-9 mine. For the redemption of such loan the said

10 council shall establish a sinking fund, sufficient with
11 the accumulating interest to provide for its payment
12 at maturity. All sums paid for betterments shall be
13 paid into said sinking fund until such sum shall
14 amount to a sum sufficient, with its accumulations, to
15 pay at maturity the bonds for the security of which
16 the fund was established.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall not take full effect unless
2 accepted by a majority of the legal voters of the city
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3 of Newton, present and voting thereon at the an-

-4 nual state election in the present year, notice thereof
5 being duly given, and ballots returned, as is provided
6 for ballots at elections held in said city. Ballots
7 shall be “yes” or “no” in answer to the question,
8 “Shall an act passed by the legislature of the Com-
-9 monwealth, in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

10 two, entitled ‘An Act for the laying out of public
11 parks and squares in the city of Newton,’ be ac-
-12 ceptedl” It shall be the duty of the board of
13 aldermen to certify, as soon as may be after said
14 meeting, to the secretary of the Commonwealth, the
15 whole number of ballots cast in favor of the accept-
-16 ance of this act, and of the number cast against its
17 acceptance; and if it shall appear that a majority of
18 the ballots have been cast in favor of acceptance,
19 the secretary shall immediately issue and publish
20 his certificate declaring this act to have been duly
21 accepted.

1 Sect. 7. So much of this act as authorizes and
2 directs the submission of the question of its accept-
-3 ance to the legal voters of the city of Newton shall
4 take effect upon its passage.








