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Senate, Feb. 27, 1882.
The Joint Committee on Probate and Chancery, to whom

was referred so much of the Governor’s Address as relates
to statistics of divorce, report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOHN H. SHERBURNE.
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9 [Feb.STATISTICS OF DIVORCE.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two.

AN ACT
Concerning Statistics of Divorce.

1 Section 1. The clerks of courts for the several
2 counties, and of the supreme judicial court for the
3 county of Suffolk, shall, annually, during the month
4 of February, make a return to the secretary of the
5 Commonwealth in relation to libels for divorce in
6 their respective counties for the calendar year pre-
-7 ceding. Such returns shall specify the following
8 details: number of libels pending at the beginning
9 of the year; number filed within the year; number

10 of divorces granted; number refused; number con-
-11 tested; number uncontested ; the alleged cause in
12 each case; the sex, age, residence, nationality, and

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:
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13 occupation of libellant and libellee ; length of mar-

-14 riage; number of times married, and number of
15 times divorced, for each party ; and such other facts
16 as shall in the opinion of the secretary be necessary
17 to secure full information as to divorces.

1 Sect. 2. The secretary shall furnish the clerks
2 of courts with suitable blank forms for the returns
3 provided for in the preceding section.

1 Sect. 3. The secretary shall annually prepare
2 from said returns full and complete abstracts and
3 tabular statements of the facts relating to divorces
4 for each county, and embody such abstracts and
5 statements, with necessary analyses, in the annual
6 reports to the legislature relating to the registry of
7 births, deaths, and marriages.

1 Sect. 4. The first return to be made under this
2 act shall include the facts specified in section one, so
3 far as practicable, for the years eighteen hundred
4 and seventy-nine, eighteen hundred and eighty,
5 eighteen hundred and eighty-one, and eighteen hun-
-6 dred and eighty-two.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




