
SENATE No. 153.

To the Honorable Senate.

Executive Department, Boston, March 20, 1882.

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the use of the
General Court, the Annual Report of the Commissioner for
the Mystic River Corporation.

JOHN D. LONG.

(Eotnmonmealil) of ittaosadjußctts,
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two.

Annual Repoet of the Commissioner for the Mys-
tic River Corporation.

To His Excellency John D. Long, Governor of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the requirements of the statute I here-
with submit my annual report as Commissioner of the Mys-
tic River Corporation.

Boston and Lowell Railroad Corporation
Some ten years ago the Boston and Lowell Corporation

purchased of the Mystic River Corporation about thirty
acres (partially improved) of the ninety oiyned by the last-
named company, since which time extensive improvements
have been made by the Boston and Lowell Corporation.

During the past year the Boston and Lowell Railroad Cor-
poration have built a number of coal-pockets and coal-sheds.
The following figures will give some idea of the amount of
business done by this corporation over their Mystic Wharf:

Amount of merchandise . . 112,871,500 lbs.
Amount of coal. . . . 347,572,051 “

Making ..... 460,448,551 lbs.
Or 230,221 tons. This would give 767 tons per day

Mystic River Corporation.
Since my last report the Mystic River Corporation have

filled in about seventy thousand cubic yards. The filling has

€ommontucaltl) of iftaosacfyusctts.
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been done along the line of the Ocean Terminal Railroad.
This was a company organized under the general railroad
law some two years ago by parties connected with the Mys-
tic River Corporation, and this railroad is now in process of
construction. “Its location is almost entirely on the lands of
the corporation; and although it is only three-quarters of a
mile in length, it will furnish, when completed according to
the plan, ten miles of track in the main track yard, which is
reserved along the rear of the seven wharves in such a way
as to allow three or more tracks, as may be desired, to be
devoted exclusively to each of the several wharves without
interference with each other. Access by teams to the
wharves will be had by the Chelsea Bridge Avenue, and
by an avenue extended from the above-named along the rear
of all the remaining wharves. In addition to the ten miles
of track room in the main yard, the seven wharves will fur-
nish convenient room for ten miles more.”

By an act dated May 6th, 1881, a new act was obtained for
the organization of the Ocean Terminal Railroad, Dock, and
Elevator Company. This act is broader and more flexible in
its provisions than the original act of the Mystic River
Corporation. It authorizes said corporation to construct and
maintain elevators, warehouses, and other buildings and
structures suitable for terminal facilities, for the reception,
storing, delivering, and forwarding of freight, also to transact
all such business as is usually performed by persons or corpo-
rations engaged in receiving, storing, or forwarding freight at
the seaboard, and for that purpose may be appointed public
warehouseman, pursuant to the law of the Commonwealth.

The act further provides that said corporation, for the pur-
poses set forth in this act, may purchase and hold all or any
part of the lands, wharves, property, rights, privileges, and
franchises of the Mystic River Corporation and of the Ocean
Terminal Railroad Company, upon such terms and conditions
as shall, at any time within one year from the passage of this
act, be agreed upon by the directors of each of said corpora-
tions, and approved by a majority in interest of the stock-
holders respectively of said corporations and of the Ocean
Terminal Railroad, Dock, and Elevator Company, present and
voting at meetings duly called for that purpose ; and the said
Mystic River Corporation and the said Ocean Terminal Rail-
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road Company are hereby severally authorized to sell, con-
vey, and transfer to the Ocean Terminal Railroad, Dock, and
Elevator Company all or any part of their respective lands,
wharves, propert}', rights, privileges, and franchises.

The act further provides that any railroad corporation,
within or without the Commonwealth, owning a railroad,
the tracks of which connect either directly or over interven-
ing tracks, with the tracks of this corporation; any steam-
ship company engaged in the carriage of freight between the
port of Boston and any foreign port; and any incorporated
land-transportation company, may subscribe for and hold
stock in the said Ocean Terminal Railroad, Dock, and Ele-
vator Company, and in such case may, by its president or
any agent appointed by its board of directors for that pur-
pose, be represented and vote at all the meetings of said
company.

The act further provides that “ said corporation may lease
the whole or any part of its premises, to be used for the pur-
poses authorized by this act.”

The act further provides that “said corporation may issue
its bonds, and secure them by mortgage of its property and
franchise, to an amount not exceeding three-fourths of its
capital stock then paid in.”

In the study for the carrying out the provisions of the
above act, it was thought desirable to locate and build the
grain elevator at the north-westerly side of the Chelsea
Bridge Avenue, for the following reasons :

First, In the interest of public travel, it would obviate the
necessity of any of the grain trains at any time crossing the
said avenue. Trains, a half mile in length, can come down
and stand upon the track in the track-yard immediately
adjacent to the said elevator, and after being discharged can
return to the adjacent tracks in the said yard.

Second, The elevator located there will fulfil the necessity
for both a local and export elevator. Built parallel with, but
set back twenty-five feet from, said avenue, it will furnish
facilities for teams passing said avenue to stop at said eleva-
tor without obstructing the public travel. Then, by an act
recently obtained, it is provided that “in case said Ocean
Terminal Railroad, Dock, and Elevator Company shall locate
and build a grain elevator on the north-westerly side of
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Chelsea Bridge Avenue, in the city of Boston, said company
is hereby authorized to construct and maintain, with the con-
sent of the hoard of aldermen of the city of Boston, a belt
gallery over said avenue, in order that grain may be conveyed
through said gallery to vessels lying in the docks on the
south-easterly side of said avenue.”

Thus, the elevator will be within easy reach of six steam-
ship berths at the two wharves adjacent to said avenue.

The amount received by me for services as commissioner
during the last year amounts to five hundred dollars.

B. W. WILLIAMS,
Commissioner for Mystic River Corporation.








