
SENATE No. 259.

[Offered by Mr. Jennings as a substitute for the Bill for the preserva-
tion of the public health in the towns bordering upon the Blackstone
River, and of the purity of the waters of said river, Senate, hlo. 239.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two.

AN ACT
For the Preservation of the Public Health.

1 Section 1. No statute now existing, or which
2 may hereafter be enacted, authorizing the construc-
-3 tion of sewers or the use or appropriation of streams
4 for the purposes of sewerage, shall be construed to
5 authorize any city, town, corporation, or person to
6 create a nuisance injurious to the public health.

(Eommontocaltl) of illaosacljusctta

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, ns follows :



[May, ’B2,PUBLIC HEALTH.

1 Sect. 2. Any city or town may take and hold
2 such lands and water-rights, and construct such
3 works as may be necessary for so purifying or treat-
-4 ing its sewage as to prevent a nuisance to the public
5 health. The proceedings and the ascertainment and
6 recovery of damages arising under this act shall be
7 the same as in the laying out of highways.

1 Sect. 3. Any city or town may appoint a board
2 or commission, and raise and appropriate money, for
3 the purpose of treating or purifying its sewage as
4 herein provided.

1 Sect. 4. No city, town, corporation, or person
2 shall discharge into any of the streams or waters of
3 the Commonwealth any matters or substances which
4 of themselves or in connection with other matter
5 shall create a nuisance injurious to the public health;
6 and upon complaint of any city or town situated
7 upon any stream or waters where such nuisance is
8 alleged to exist, the supreme judicial court, or any
9 justice thereof, in terra time or vacation, sitting in

10 equity, shall have jurisdiction to enforce the pro-
-11 visions of this section : provided, that said court shall,
12 upon the request in writing of either party, frame
13 an issue, to be tried by a jury, upon the question
14 whether such nuisance has been created as aforesaid.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect Upon its pas-
-2 sane.






