
SENATE No. 370.

Senate, May 12, 1882.
The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred

the Bill for the better enforcement of the laws of the Com-
monwealth, report that the Bill ought not to pass.

For the Committee,

CHAS. H. ALLEN.

[Senator Johnson dissenting.]

(Sommomucaltl) of illassachuscttß.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-two.

AN ACT
For the Better Enforcement of the Laws of the Com-

monwealth.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. Whenever in the opinion of the
2 governor of the Commonwealth the laws of the
3 Commonwealth are not properly enforced in any city
■4 or town, he may appoint for the enforcement of said
5 laws as many officers as he may consider necessary
6 therefor, for temporary service: provided the num-

-7 her so appointed shall not at any one time exceed
8 fifteen men. Said officers, in the enforcement of
9 said laws, shall have and exercise within the Com-

-10 monwealth all the common-law and statutory
11 powers of constables, police-officers, and watchmen,
12 except the service of civil process. Each of said
13 officers, before entering upon the discharge of his
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14 duties, shall be sworn to the faithful performance
15 thereof.

1 Sect. 2. Said officers, when appointed, shall re-

-2 port to the chief of the district police, and shall,
3 under his direction, enforce said laws. They shall
4 receive as compensation for their services three dol-
-5 lars per diem when on duty, together with such
6 actual and necessary travelling expenses incurred by
7 them in the performance of their duties as the chief
8 of said district police shall approve. Each of said
9 officers shall present to said chief, at least once each

10 month, a sworn account, showing the time spent in
11 service under this act, and the actual and necessary
12 travelling expenses incurred by him in the discharge
13 of his duties, specifying in each case the city or town
14 in which the service was rendered or in which said
15 expenses were incurred. Said account, when ap-
-16 proved by said chief, shall be forwarded by him to
17 the auditor of the Commonwealth, and shall be paid
18 from the treasury of the Commonwealth. All fees
19 received by said officers shall be paid to the treasurer
20 of the Commonwealth at least once each month.
21 No compensation shall be paid to any officer until
22 he has made oath that he has paid over all of said
23 fees.

1 Sect. 3. Any officer appointed under the pro-
-2 visions of this act who directly or indirectly receives
3 a reward, gift, or gratuity on account of his official
4 services shall be punished by a fine not exceeding
5 one hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the house
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of correction for a term not exceeding three months,
and shall also be dishonorably discharged from his
office.

Sect. 4. The officers appointed under the pro-
visions of this act shall hold their offices during the
pleasure of the governor of the Commonwealth.

Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
sage.


