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House of Representatives Jan. 14, 1879.

The Committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed to
inquire into the expediency of providing further protection
for wives from the cruelty of husbands, by giving the courts
power, in case of conviction, to order separation of the
parties, with custody of minor children by the wife, and
payment by the husband for her support, have duly con-
sidered the subject.

The great number of petitioners, their high character and
good motives, seem to make it proper for the Committee to
state their reasons for this report.

We fully sympathize with the desire of the petitioners to
protect women from cruel treatment by their husbands, and
we understand clearly the difficulty of dealing with such
offences. To sentence the husband of a poor woman to im-
prisonment is often to condemn her, with her children, to
want and suffering. But we cannot approve of the remedy
proposed ; which is, to give all courts convicting the husband
of assault the power to decree separation at the wife’s re-
quest, giving her the custody of minor children, and order-
ing the husband to pay a weekly sum for support of the
family.

1. We cannot approve of giving to police or district courts
and to trial-justices the power to grant divorces from bed
and board ; and the law proposed amounts to this, although
it gives courts authority to change or vacate their decrees.
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Celibacy, enforced by a judicial sentence, tends to produce
vice and crime. In the language of the able and humane
counsellor who argued for this petition, “divorce from bed
and board is an abomination.”

2. The redress proposed would rarely be sought by those
for whom the bill is especially asked. They often object
now to testify against their husbands: they would not ask
separation, and would soon repent if they did ask it.

3. The order of court for support of the wife and family
could not be enforced, because husbands would leave the
State in order to avoid payment.

4. Chapter two hundred and five of theActs of 1874gives, in
part, the relief now sought, but gives it through the Supreme
Court. A proposition is now
extend its operation.
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For these reasons, your Committee report that it is inex
pedient to legislate thereon.

For the C immittee

THOMAS RUSSELL,


