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House of Representatives, Feb. 20,1879.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
rder relative to bail in criminal cases, report the accompany-
g Bill.

For the Committee,

ELISHA B. MAYNARD,

€ommomx)caltl) of iUassacljusctts.



9 [Feb.SURETIES ON RECOGNIZANCE.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-nine.

AN ACT
Allowing a Deposit of Money in Lieu of Sureties on

Recognizances.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. Whenever a person arrested on
2 criminal process has been ordered to recognize with
3 sureties for his appearance before any court or trial-
-4 justice, he may, instead of giving sureties, at any
5 time give his personal recognizance, and deposit
6 with the trial-justice or clerk of the court before
7 which he is ordered to appear, and, in case there is
8 no clerk, with the justice of said court, the amount
9 of the bail which he is ordered to furnish: and said

10 clerk, justice, or trial-justice, shall give him a certifi-
-11 cate thereof; and, upon delivering to the officer in
12 whose custody he is said certificate, he shall be dis-
-13 charged from custody.
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1 Sect. 2. In case money has been deposited as

2 aforesaid, the defendant, at any time before default,
3 may surrender himself in the same manner that
4 sureties in criminal cases may now surrender their
5 principal; and, upon such surrender, the money so

6 deposited shall be returned to the defendant or his
7 order.

1 Sect. 3. In case of the default of the defendant,
2 the court may, at any time thereafter, order the
3 money deposited as aforesaid to be forfeited ; and
4 the said justice, trial-justice, or clerk, with whom
5 said deposit is made, shall thereupon pay over said
6 money so deposited to the county treasurer.

1 Sect. 4. At any time after a default, the defend-
-2 ant may surrender himself in the manner provided
3 in section two ; and the court may thereupon order
4 the whole or any part of the money so as aforesaid
5 deposited to be returned to the defendant as justice
6 may require.

2 sage.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take etfect upon its pas-




