
HOUSE No. 266.

[House No. 201 as passed to be engrossed by the House.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventj’-nine.

AN ACT
Concerning the Commitment of Lunatics to Hospitals.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled,

and by the authority of the
same,

as follows :

1 Section 1. Each justice of the supreme judicial
2 and of the superior court in any county where he
3 may at any time be, and each justice of any munici-
-4 pal, police, or district court within the jurisdiction of
5 said court, shall have the same power, with all the
6 incidents thereof, to commit insane persons to lunatic-
-7 hospitals, that judges of probate courts have within
8 their counties.

1 Sect. 2. No person shall be committed to any
2 lunatic hospital or asylum, or other receptacle for
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3 the insane, public or private, without an order for
4 such commitment, signed by a justice of the supreme
5 judicial or superior court then being in the county
6 where such person then is or resides, or by a judge
7 of the court of probate for said county, or by a jus-
-8 tice of a municipal, police, or district court within
9 his jurisdiction, and said person being or residing

10 within such jurisdiction. Such order shall state that
11 the justice or judge finds that the person committed
12 is insane, and is a fit person for treatment in an in-
-13 sane-asylum; and said justice or judge shall see and
14 examine the person alleged to be insane, or state in
15 his final order the reason why it was not deemed
16 necessary or advisable to do so. The hearing, ex-
-17 cept when a jury is summoned, shall he in chambers,
18 at such place as the judge or justice shall appoint,
19 and not in court.

1 Sect. 3. No person shall be committed as above,
2 unless, in addition to the oral testimony, there shall
3 have been filed with the judge or justice a certificate
4 signed by two physicians, each of whom shall be a

5 graduate of some legally-organized medical college,
6 shall have practised three years in the state, and
7 neither of whom shall be connected with any hos-
-8 pital or other establishment for treatment of the in-
-9 sane. Each must have personally examined the per-

-10 son alleged to be insane, within five days of signing the
11 certificate ; and each shall certify that in his opinion
12 said person is insane, and a proper subject for treat-
-13 ment in an insane-hospital; and he shall specify
14 the facts on which his opinions are founded. A
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15 copy of the certificate, attested by the judge or jus-
-16 tice committing, shall be delivered, by the officer or
17 other person making commitment, to the superin-
-18 tendent of the hospital or other place of commit-
-19 ment, and shall be filed, and kept with the order.

1 Sect. 4. Any counsellor-at-law regularly retained
2 as counsel by or on behalf of any person committed
3 to any lunatic-hospital or asylum, or other receptacle
4 for the insane, shall be admitted to visit such client
5 at all reasonable times.
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