
HOUSE No. 341.

a substitute for Senate No.Moved by Mr. Noyes of Bo;

AN ACT
To abolish the State Detective Force, and to provide for

the Licensing of Private Detectives.

Beit enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. So much of chapter fifteen of the acts

2 of eighteen hundred seventy-five as provides for the
3 establishment and maintenance of a state detective
4 force is hereby repealed, and the offices created
5 thereby are abolished.

I; Sect. 2. All property seized under warrants by
2 state detectives in the execution of any law or pro-
-3 cess, and remaining in their custody, or in the cus-
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4 tody of the chief of the state detective force, shall
5 he delivered by them to the sheriff of the county in
6 which it was seized ; and said sheriff or his deputies
7 shall hold the same subject to the final order of the
8 court, and may complete all proceedings in relation
9 to the same in the same manner as said detectives

10 or said chief would have been authorized to do.

1 Sect. 3. All the property of the Commonwealth
2 now in the keeping of said chief or of said detec-
-3 lives, including all books and records, shall, upon
4 the passage of this act, be transferred to such state
5 officer as the governor shall designate, and shall be
6 disposed of by the governor and council.

1 Sect. 4. The duties required of the chief of the
2 state detective force and his deputies, and the
3 powers conferred on them by chapter two hundred
4 and fourteen of the acts of eighteen hundred
5 seventy-seven, are hereby transferred to the chief of
6 the bureau of statistics, and his deputies to be ap-
-7 pointed for the purpose ; and he shall appoint not
8 more than three deputies to perform such duties, who
9 shall receive three dollars for each day of actual

10 Service, and their necessary travelling expenses.

1 Sect. 5. The police commissioners of the city of
2 Boston, and the mayor and aldermen of any city of
3 twenty thousand inhabitants or upwards, may license
4 any citizen of their respective cities to act as a pri-
-5 vate detective, for the detection, prevention, and
(i punishment of crime, for the terra of one year, un-
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7 less his license is sooner revoked for cause. The fee
8 for such license shall be ten dollars, to be paid into
9 the city treasury; and each person so licensed shall

10 give bond with two sureties to the city treasurer, to
11 be approved by the board giving such license, in the
12 sum of three thousand dollars, conditional for the
13 proper discharge of the services which he may per-
-14 form by virtue of such license; but nothing herein
15 contained shall be construed to confer, on any per-
-16 son licensed as aforesaid, any of the power and
17 authority of constables or police-officers.

1 Sect. 6. Whoever, not being licensed as provided
2 in section seven of this act, shall engage in the gen-
-3 era! business of a private detective, or advertise, or
4 hold himself out as a private detective for the detec-
-5 tion, prevention, and punishment of crime, or for any
6 other purpose, or who shall falsely assume or pretend

hall be punished by fine7 to be a district policeman
8 not exceeding one hundre
9 in the house of correction

I dollars, or imprisonment
not exceeding six months,

1 imprisonment; provided10 or bv both such fine ai

11 that.nothing herein contained shall be held to apply
12 to any detective of another state coming within this
13 Commonwealth in the performance of his duties.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of May, in the year eighteen hundred and
3 seventy-nine.




