
HOUSE . . . . No. 366.

To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General Court
assembled

The undersigned respectfully represents, that, in the exer-
cise of what he deems no less a duty than a right, he watches
and criticises the doings of the Legislature, more especially
at this time, as pertains to the recommendations of his Ex-
cellency the Governor in favor of retrenchment. In the
doings of the House'yesterday, as published in “The Boston
Globe ” of to-day, the Retrenchment Committee reported a
bill fixing the salaries of the judges and registers of pro-
bate and insolvency in all the counties except Plymouth.
Whether the salaries reported for the different counties are
excessive, proportionate, or otherwise, I may not say; but,
from some knowledge of the duties of those offices in Bain-
stable County, I do say that the salary of both judge and
register at one thousand dollars is needlessly and unjustly
large. Indeed, if I mistake not, that is the present salary;
and therefore there is no retrenchment in now fixing it at
that.

For years prior to eighteen hundred and fifty-two, there had
been manifested a desire for a change of register of probate;
and during that year I was requested to apply for the office.
My response was, that not on political grounds would I do so ;
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but if a petition in favor of my appointment, signed by as many
Whigs and Democrats as Free-Soilers, (I being of the lat-
ter), and representing that the public welfare required it, I
would move in the matter. Such a petition was presented to

who appointed me; office
,was*MfierC byQne*'July seven, eighteen hitifiJred aimlfifty-
t.wn: I liked the.duties. of the-office. and hoped- to remain in
it permanently; but Governor Clifford had hardly warmed
the executive chair in January following, before Mr. Marston,
the present Attorney-General, became my successor. The sala-
ry then was five hundred dollars, for which I would gladly
have served to this day : so that on the presumption of my
being capable and faithful, all above that sum has been need-
lessly paid by the public. My removal to give place to Mr.
Marston shows that he-theu-considerod.the salary adequate.

The salarjr of judge of probate was then the same ; and the
records will probably show whether Nymphas Marston (long
judge of probate at that salary) resigned in favor of his
.nephew, the. Attorney General, while the salary remained at
five hundred dollars; and, if so, the latter must have con-
sidered that adequate for the judge also.

I hesitate not to say that there are many competent per
sons in this county who would gladly accept the office of reg-
ister of probate at the salary which I served for; and, as the
judge of probate is required to hold court on only fifteen
days in the j'ear, five hundred dollars would seem to be more
than ample compensation in that office also. Thousands, yea,
millions of men labor constantly throughout the year for
much less than that amount. While the few are thus lavishly
supported and the many are suffering from poverty, there is
a lack of that reverence for government necessary to its
stability. Believing that one of the greatest dangers to our
free institutions is that lust for office begotten mainly by ex-
travagant salaries and emoluments, I am constrained to peti-
tion for such reduction of salaries as shall seem reasonable to
’the working masses, and diminish office-seeking without en-
dangering official capability and honesty.

As in duty bound, &c

NATH’L HINCKLEY,

SALARY OF JUDGE OF PROBATE.

Maeston’s Mills, April 18, 1879.


