
SENATE No. £5

tiommonxüealtt) of Massachusetts.

E x e c u t iv e  D e par tm e n t , B oston , \ 
January 31, 1877. /

To the Honorable the Senate and the House o f  Representatives.

In compliance with the provisions of chapter 50 of the 
Resolves of the year 1860, I have the honor herewith to lay 
before the General Court a Report of the pardons issued by 
the Governor and Council during the year 1876.

Of the sixty-four convicts thus set at liberty, twenty-one 
were in the state prison ; thirty-five in houses of correction ; 
four in jails ; and four in the house of industry. In nineteen 
cases sickness was the controlling rea'son for granting the 
pardon, and in six of these cases it has been ascertained that 
death took place shortly after release.

ALEXANDER H. RICE.



PARDONS ISSUED.

No. 1. J ohn F arr ell . Convicted of assault on two 
indictments : Superior Court, Worcester County, May 21, 
1874. Sentenced to two years in the house of correction. 
Pardon granted January 21, 1876, on the recommendation 
of the District Attorney and the officers of the house of 
correction, because his health was greatly impaired and his 
mind seriously affected by injuries to his head received 
during imprisonment.

No. 2. D ennis G r e e n . Convicted of rape : Superior 
Court, Bristol County, December 15, 1870. Sentenced 
to the state prison for life. Pardon granted February 4, 
1876, on the petition of Mayor Davenport, Judge Blais- 
dell, City Marshall Wright, John S. Brayton, S. Angier 
Chace, R. T. Davis, Chas. P. Stickney, Geo. O. Fair
banks, and other citizens of Fall River. Satisfactory 
evidence was presented to the Council that the prisoner 
Avas not conscious of having committed the crime of wliich 
he was convicted. The District Attorney certified that he 
had already served as long a time as he would have been 
sentenced if at that time the court had had any discretion 
in such cases.

No. 3. James F. Barroavs. Convicted of larceny in 
a building: First District Court of Southern Worcester, 
May 10, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
one year. Pardon granted February 10, 1876, on the 
petition of Justice Clark Jillson and Sheriff Sprague, 
because (1) of his prompt and heroic defence of a turn
key who Avas violently assaulted Avhile in the discharge of



his duty; (2) the good effect of his pardon upon the dis
cipline of the prison; (3) his uniformly good conduct 
during imprisonment.

No. 4. M ary  F rench . Convicted of assault and 
battery: Superior Court, Suffolk County, January term, 
1876. Sentenced to pay a fine and costs, amounting 
altogether to $44.70, and in default thereof committed to 
the house of industry. Pardon granted February 10, 
1876, on the petition of M. J. Croak and Patrick Barry. 
The convict had au infant child in prison with her and 
two young children at home requiring her care. Her 
husband was a poor man out of employment, and unable 
to pay the fine. She had always before been regarded 
as a peaceable women.

No. 5. J ohn J. M alon e . Convicted of larceny 
before Edward J. Jones, Esq., Trial Justice of Juvenile 
Offenders for Suffolk County, December 17, 1875. Sen
tenced to four months in the house of industry. Pardon 
granted February 17, 1876, on the petition of Rev. 
W. A. Blenkinsop, Geo. A. Doane, N. B. Freeman, 
A. H. Grovenor and others, with the recommendation of 
the justice who sentenced him, because he was convinced 
from evidence discovered since the trial that the sentence 
was unduly severe and that his term of imprisonment 
should be abridged.

No. 6. J ohn L e a r y . Convicted of breaking and 
entering: Superior Court, Suffolk County, September 
13, 1875. Sentenced to two years in the house o f cor
rection. Pardon granted March 11, 1876. The prison 
physician certified that the prisoner was very sick with 
consumption and could not live many days. He was 
received by friends who would give him proper care. 
He died within a few days after his release.

No. 7. J ames M u rph y . Convicted of larceny : Supe
rior Court, Hampden County, December term, 1875. 
Sentenced to the house of correction for six months.



Pardon granted March 16, 1876, on the petition of Judge 
James H. Morton, Sheriff Bradley, Rev. William Rice, 
Robert O. Morris, Geo. M. Stearns, Wm. S. Shurtleff, 
S. B. Spooner, and other citizens of Springfield, because 
satisfactory evidence was presented to the Council that he 
was very sick with consumption and would probably die 
before the expiration of his sentence. His family, living 
in the State of New York, would care for him while he 
lived. He died within four weeks from his release.

No. 8. E mery F. H unting. Convicted of man
slaughter : Superior Court, Norfolk County, December 
15, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for three 
years. Pardon granted March 22, to take effect June 15, 
1876, on the petition of the selectmen and one hundred 
and fifty others, citizens of Needham; the selectmen and 
seventy others, citizens of Natick; the selectmen and 
forty-two others, citizens of D over; seventy-five citizens 
of Newton, and fifty-four citizens of Holliston. The 
crime was not intentional, but was committed through 
carelessness by the prisoner, who was a police officer, 
while in the discharge, as he thought, of his duty. No 
public interest would have been subserved by his longer 
imprisonment.

No. 9. D aniel  P. Ch e n e y . Convicted of assault 
upon an officer: Superior Court, Middlesex County, 
July 18, 1873. Sentenced to four years and six months 
in the state prison. Pardon granted March 23, 1876, on 
the petition of Francis Jewett, Wm. E. Livingston, John 
A. Goodwin, Geo. F. Richardson, Charles A. Stott, Geo. 
A. Marden, and other leading citizens of Lowell. The 
Council were satisfied by the evidence of prominent offi
cials of the city of Lowell that public justice demanded 
his release. An important fact, unknown at the time of 
trial, constituted an additional reason for executive clem
ency.

No. 10. T imothy O ’B rien . Convicted of breaking 
and entering: Superior Court, Suffolk County, May



term, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
fifteen months. Pardon granted March 30, 1876, upon 
the certificate o f the prison physician that the convict was 
sick with consumption and rheumatism and could not long 
survive. Friends received, him and would give him proper 
attention while he lived.

No. 11. J ohn Congdon. Convicted of obtaining 
money by false pretences: Superior Court, Suffolk 
County, May 10, 1875. Sentenced to the state prison 
for one year. Pardon granted March 30, 1876, on the 
petition of the warden and the prison physician, who 
testified that the prisoner was fatally sick with typhoid 
pneumonia and could not live many days. He was taken 
to his home, where he died within two days after his 
release.

No. 12. M arie  A delaide  G au tier . Convicted of 
larceny: Superior Court, Suffolk County, December 
term, 1875. Sentenced to five years in the house of 
correction. Pardon granted March 31, 1876, on the 
petition of Joseph S. Ropes, T. IT. Tyndall, and others. 
The Council were satisfied that the prisoner was a klepto
maniac. She was young and without friends in this 
country, and was sent to her family in France immedi
ately upon her release.

No. 13. Owen  D u n leary . Convicted of assault 
and battery: Police Court, Lowell, August 20, 1875. 
Sentenced to one year in the house of correction. Par
don granted March 31, 1876, on the petition of Francis 
Jewett, John A. Goodwin, A. A. Haggett, W . F. Salmon, 
W. E. Liviugston, and others, citizens of Lowell, with the 
recommendation of the justice who tried him, because 
facts in mitigation of the offence had come to his knowl
edge since the trial. The offence of which he was con
victed was not a grave one.

No. 14. G eorge B row n . Convicted of assault and 
battery: February 2, 1876, Municipal Court, Boston.



Sentenced to pay a fine of $25, and committed to the 
house of industry in default thereof. Pardon granted 
April 12, 1876, upon the petition of the United States 
District Attorney, with the understanding that the pris
oner was to be immediately arrested by the United States 
officers on an indictment for having in his possession with 
intent to pass, and for knowingly passing, counterfeit coins 
of the United States.

No. 15. B enjamin Ba k e r . Convicted of robbery : 
Superior Court, Bristol County, December 19, 1873. 
Sentenced to the state prison for four years. Pardon 
granted April 12, 1876, on the petitions of Wendell H. 
Cobb, A. R. Tucker, H. M. Brownell, .1. H. Mackie, and 
others, citizens of New Bedford ; and T. B. Baker, E. 
Small, Erastus Chase, S. B. Kelley, and others, of Har
wich. His associates in the crime, who were subsequently 
arrested and convicted upon-his testimony, had served out 
their sentences and were at liberty. His record while in 
prison had been excellent, and previous to this offence his 
reputation had been good.

No. 16. J ohn L aughlin . Convicted of larceny, 
October 14, 1874, and of escaping from jail, April 14, 
1875 : Superior Court, Suffolk County. Sentenced alto
gether to one year and ten months in jail. Pardon granted 
April 14, 1876, on the petition of Sheriff Clark, because 
the prisoner had served out his first sentence, and on 
account of his valuable services while in charge of the 
heating apparatus of the jail, and his uniformly good 
behavior, it was thought no public interest would be 
endangered by his release, especially as he did not belong 
to the criminal class. His escape from jail was somewhat 
excusable, as it was owing to a ladder having been care
lessly left against the wall by an employé.

No. 17. H arris R. B rown . Convicted of assault 
and battery : Superior Court, Middlesex County, Novem
ber 12, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
eighteen months. Pardon granted April 19, 1876, to take



effect May 12, on the petition of Hon E. R. Hoar, Hon. 
John S. Keyes, and the selectmen of Concord, because 
it was shown to the satisfaction of the Council that Brown, 
who was a police officer of Concord, without criminal 
intent in his over-zealous desire to arrest a man who had 
long evaded him, was only technically guilty of the charge 
of assault to which he pleaded guilty.

No. 18. Bui an M cK en n iee . Convicted of larceny : 
Superior Court, Suffolk County, June 8, 1874. Sentenced 
to two years and six months in the house of correction. 
Pardon granted April 20, 1876, on the certificate of the 
prison physician that the prisoner was very sick with 
quick consumption and could not live many days. He 
was removed to the house of a brother, where he died 
within a few days from his release.

No. 19. Thomas H. L o rd . Convicted of larceny : 
Superior Court, Suffolk County, March term, 1875. Sen
tenced to the house of correction for three years. Pardon 
granted April 29, 1876, on the certificate of the prison 
physician that the prisoner was very low with consump
tion and that he must soon die. His friends received and 
cared for him. His death occurred shortly after his re
moval from the prison.

No. 20. F rank H. D y e r . Convicted of breaking
O

and entering : Superior Court, Suffolk County, October 
term, 1873. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
three years. Pardon granted April 29, 1876, on the peti
tion of the mother, brother, and sister of the prisoner, 

• because there was satisfactory evidence that the prisoner 
was very sick with a disease of the kidneys and not likely 
to recover. It was thought his life might be prolonged a 
few months by release from the depressing influences sur
rounding him in prison.

No. 21. O rlando M. P alm er . Convicted of arson : 
Superior Court, Middlesex County, October term, 1873. 
Sentenced to four years in the state prison. Pardon



granted May 6,1876, on the petition of J. M. S. Williams, 
Robert O. Fuller, Joseph N. Bacon, John A. Gilman, and 
others, because (1) it was desired by the District Attorney 
who tried him, by the party who suffered most by his 
crime, and by the community generally where he lived; 
(2 ), his wife, who was in delicate health, and three 
children were dependent upon him for support; (3 ), his 
prison record was good, and he gave evidence of sincere 
repentance ; ( 4 ) , no public interest would have been sub
served by his further imprisonment.

No. 22. T homas'F oster . Convicted of violating the 
license law : Superior Court, Worcester County, January 
term, 1876. Sentenced to the house of correction for 
four months, and to pay a fine of $250. . Pardon granted 
May 26, 1876, to take effect upon the payment of the 
costs included in the first sentence, on the petition of the 
selectmen and others, citizens of Leominster, because the 
prisoner was not able, nor were his friends willing, to pay 
the fines imposed upon him. The District Attorney sug
gested this disposition of the case.

No. 23. G eorge Cl a r y . Convicted of rape: Supe
rior Court, Middlesex County, July 20, 1871. Sentenced 
to the state prison for life. Pardon granted May 26, 
1876, on the petition of Mayor Stott, Francis Jewett, S. 
G. Mack, Hocum Hosford, Win. E. Livingston, Geo. F. 
Richardson, John A. Goodwin, and others, citizens of 
Lowell. In the opinion of the present District Attorney, 
as well as the District Attorney who tried him, the prisoner 
has served as long a sentence as would now be imposed 
for the same crime. One associate in the crime had died, 
and another, equally guilty, had been pardoned after serv
ing less than a year of his sentence.

No. 24, G eorge E. Jackson. Convicted of obtain
ing goods under false pretences : Municipal Court, Boston, 
January 25, 1876. Sentenced to six months in the house 
of correction. Pardon granted June 13, 1876, on the 
petition of Rev. Dr. A. A. Miner and others. The



Council were satisfied that the prisoner had thoroughly 
reformed, and that an abridgment of his sentence would 
greatly encourage and aid him in his purpose to lead a 
correct life. He had a good home, where he would he 
surrounded by the best influences.

No. 25. M ichael T ayloe . Convicted of larceny in 
a building: Superior Court, Suffolk County, March 14, 
1876. Sentenced to one year in the house of correction. 
Pardon granted June 13, 1876, on the certificate of the 
prison physician that the prisoner was vei-y low with quick 
consumption and could live but a short time. He had 
friends who received him and would give him proper care. 
He died shortly after his release.

No. 26. J ohn Ca r y . Convicted of robbery: Supe
rior court, Suffolk County, October term, 1872. Sen
tenced to the state prison for eight years. Pardon granted 
June 19, 1876, on the petition of Hugh J. Poland, W . D. 
Park, Francis W . Jacobs, W . ~W. Doherty, and others. 
Satisfactory evidence was furnished that the robbery was 
not attended by any injurious assault; the property stolen 
was returned to its owner; the prisoner appeared to have 
thoroughly repented of his crime ; his wife was very sick 
with consumption, and in4i destitute condition, and needed 
his care and support.

No. 27. A zro B . B artholomew . Convicted of man
slaughter : Superior Court, Suffolk County, December 
term, 1872. Sentenced to the state prison for six years. 
Pardon granted June 19, 1876, on the petition of Ginery 
Twichell, James F. C. Hyde, Lewis Bice, Isaac Adams, 
and others. The Governor and Council, upon a full ex
amination, concurred in the opinion of the District Attor
ney who tried the case, and the city marshall who arrested 
the prisoner, that the ends of justice had been fully 
answered by his four and a half years’ imprisonment, 
which was much in excess o f the sentence they expected 
would be imposed.



No. 28. J ohn F okbes. Convicted of being a com
mon and notorious thief, and of escaping from prison: 
Superior Court, Essex County, May 15, 1865. Sentenced 
altogether to twenty-three years and six months in the 
state prison. Pardon granted June 30, 1876, on the peti
tion of the prisoner’s sister, Mrs. Charles Snydam of New 
York, and many respectable citizens of New York City 
and Brooklyn, for the following reasons : His crimes, 
although numerous, had never been against the person or 
attended with breaking and entering, but generally con
sisted of larcenies of property of small value. His term 
of imprisonment had been very long, and his conduct, 
except in one instance, good. He had friends in New 
York who would furnish him with useful employment and 
give him a good home.

No. 29. E dward  K night . -Convicted of breaking and 
entering: Superior Court, Essex County, October term,
1874. Sentenced to the state prison for three years. 
Pardon granted June 30, 1876, on the petition of Francis 
J. Parker and Messrs. Allan Rogers, F. J. Babson, David 
W . Low, Benj. H. Corliss, Aaron Parsons, Francis Proc
tor, and nearly fifty others, respectable citizens of Glouces
ter, because satisfactory evidence was furnished he had 
thoroughly reformed and was sincerely penitent for the 
crime, which was of a trivial character, and would be sur
rounded by better influences than formerly. Many prom
inent citizens of Gloucester stood ready to aid and encour
age him to lead a better life. His wife and two young- 
children were dependent upon him for support.

No. 30. E dward W. W est . Convicted of larceny : 
Superior Court, Plymouth County, June 27, 1871. Sen
tenced on three indictments to the state prison for ten 
years. Pardon granted July 8, 1876, on the petition of 
Rev. W. H. H. Murray, Francis Childs, Jonathan Stone, 
E. L. Norton, Weston Lewis, Caleb Rand, B. F. Stacey, 
and. others. The prisoner had been in the hospital 
twenty-one months, and had undergone three operations 
for necrosis of the skull. He was greatly reduced phys



ically, and his mind was somewhat affected. He had 
friends who would give him proper care and nursing.

No. 31. E ugene H armon. Convicted of assault and 
battery: Municipal Court, Boston, July 3, 1876; Sen
tenced to three months in the house of industry. Pardon 
granted August 12, 1876, because the prisoner was very 
sick with consumption, was steadily failing, and could not 
live many weeks. He had a comfortable home, where he 
could be properly cared for, and to which he was removed.

No. 32. James K e l l e y , alias Martin  G ilm ore . 
Convicted of breaking and entering: Superior Court, 
Suffolk County, October term, 1874. Sentenced to two 
years in the house of correction at Ipswich. Pardon 
granted August 12, 1876, because the prisoner was very 
sick with consumption and could not live many more 
days. He had a comfortable home, where he could be 
cared for while he lived.

No. 33. James G ibbons. Convicted of rescuing a 
prisoner from the hands of an officer: Superior Court, 
Suffolk County, December 16, 1871. Sentenced to one 
year in the house of correction. Pardon granted August 
14, 1876. Gibbons had already served a sentence in the 
state prison for another offence, and this sentence was to 
take effect at the expiration of the former; but in consid
eration of very important service rendered the warden in 
preventing the escape of prisoners, and of thorough ref
ormation, his sentence to the house of correction was 
remitted.

No. 34. Charles W illiam s, 2d. Convicted of burglary : 
Superior Court, Hampden County, December 24, 1870. 
Sentenced to eleven years in the state prison. Pardon 
granted August 23, 1876, on the petition of Col. E. H. 
Ball of Holyoke, the party robbed, Sheriff Bradley of 
Hampden County, Eev. William Bice of Springfield, and 
others, for the reasons, that he was thoroughly reformed, 
that no public interest would suffer by his release, and



that he would he removed from his former associates, and 
surrounded by the best influences in a Christian family 
and home, where he would be aided in his purpose to lead 
a useful life.

No. 35. P atrick  T eeh an . Convicted of breaking 
and entering: Superior Court, Hampshire County, De
cember 27, 1875. Sentenced to two years in the house 
of correction. Pardon granted August 23, 1876, on the 
petition of Hon. George D. Robinson of Chicopee, 
Mayor Pearson, and twenty leading citizens of Holyoke, 
with the recommendation of the District Attorney and 
sheriff. It was clearly shown to the Council, that the 
prisoner, who was quite young, did not belong to the 
criminal class, and, although technically guilty, did not 
intend to commit a crime.

No. 36. J ohn Cah ill  was convicted at the same time 
and for the same offence as Patrick Teehan, No. 35 ; and 
the circumstances were precisely the same as in that case.

No. 37. E ugene D arling . Convicted of robbery and 
maiming: Superior Court, Bristol County, September 18, 
1861. Sentenced to the state prison for life. Pardon 
granted August 23, 1876, on the petition of T. Albert 
Taylor, Rev. S. H. Winkley, Rev. George L. Chaney, 
John G. Webster, and C. L. Ileywood, and with the rec
ommendation of the District Attorney, because (1) there 
was evidence that his deportment in prison had been 
good ; (2) he had improved his opportunities for educa
tion; (3) he had an earnest purpose to become a good 
citizen; (4) and chiefly because he had served a longer 
sentence than woidd probably be imposed now for the 
same offence.

No. 38. G eorge B u zzell . Convicted of breaking 
and entering: Superior Court, Essex County, May 14,
1875. Sentenced to two years in the house of correction. 
Pardon granted August 23, 1876, on the petition of John 
Cogswell, Frederic Willcomb, J. C. Underhill, John Per



kins, and nearly one hundred other citizens of Ipswich, 
because satisfactory evidence was produced that his release 
would not be injurious to society and would be of great 
advantage to the prisoner, who had thoroughly reformed. 
Public sentiment in the vicinity was largely in his favor.

No. 39. E rvin R aymond. Convicted of adultery, 
July 20, 1875 : Superior Court, Berkshire County. Sen
tenced to the house of correction for eighteen months. 
Pardon granted August 31, 1876, on the petition of 
Sheriff Root and the prison physicians, because the pris
oner was very sick with consumption and could not live 
many weeks. Upon his release, he was taken to his fath
er’s home, where he would be cared for while he lived.

No. 40. J oseph W . F oster . Convicted of keeping 
an unlicensed d og : Municipal Court, Roxbury District, 
August 28, 1876. Sentenced to pay a fine of $15 (fifteen 
dollars), and in default thereof committed to jail. Pardon 
granted August 31, 1876, on_ the petition o f the party 
who complained of him, the judge who seutenced him, 
and the sheriff of Suffolk County, because he was ignorant 
of the law which he violated, and had always borne a 
good character. His services were needed by his family, 
who were in a condition of abject poverty.

No. 41. W illiam  H ask ell . Convicted of breaking 
and entering: Superior Court, Barnstable County, Oc
tober 20, 1875. Sentenced to fifteen months in the house 
of correction at East Cambridge. Pardon granted Sep
tember 7, 1876, on the petition of the selectmen and 
eighteen others, leading citizens of Sandwich. The of
fence appeared to be a boyish freak rather than a delib
erate crime. The District Attorney thought it entirely 
consistent with public safety that a pardon should be 
granted, and the Council concurred in that opinion.

No. 42. M ichael B u rk e . Convicted of an assault : 
Charlestown District, Municipal Court, July 8, 1876. 
Sentenced to the house of correction at East CambridgeD



for four months. Pardon granted September 7, 1876, on 
the petition of Ezra J. Trull, John B. Hebron, Edmund 
Keyes, and others, for the reason that certain facts and 
mitigating circumstances had come to light since the trial, 
which, had they been then known, would have resulted in 
a lighter sentence. The complainant and the person 
assaulted joined in the petition.

No. 43. J ohn J. ITanlon . Convicted o f  breaking 
and entering: Superior Court, Essex County, May 17,
1875. Sentenced to the house o f correction for two 
years and six months. Pardon granted September 28,
1876, on the petition of the sheriff of Essex County, the 
overseers of the house of correction, and the prison 
physicians, because the prisoner was in the last stages of 
consumption. He had friends who received him, and 
would care for him while he lived.

No. 44. P atrick  R eagan . Convicted on two com
plaints of violating the license law: Superior Court, Suf
folk County, June 22, 1876. Sentenced on one complaint 
to pay a fine of $150 (one hundred and fifty dollars), and 
on the other to three months in the house of correction. 
Pardon granted September 28, 1876, with the condition 
the fines shall be paid, together with all the costs. The 
District Attorney certified that the cases against the pris
oner should have been treated as one ; and that but for his 
absence, they would have been so regarded, and but one 
sentence given. He was of the opinion, therefore, that 
justice to the prisoner required his release, and the Coun
cil concurred in this opinion.

No. 45. A braham  P arsons. Convicted of an attempt 
to ravish : Superior Court, Berkshire County, January 
23, 1875. Sentenced to the house of correction for three 
years. Pardon granted September 30, 1876, on the peti
tion of Rev. C. Collard Adams, Justus Tower, H. M. 
Owen, and many other citizens of Lanesborough, because 
the true character of the witness, upon whose testimony 
he was convicted, and other facts not known or made fully



to appear at the trial, rendered it very doubtful if the 
prisoner was guilty of so grave an offence, if indeed he 
was guilty of any crime at all.

No. 46. R ichard Sprin g . Convicted of (1) larceny, 
(2) of drunkenness, (3) of being an idle and disorderly 
person, before Trial Justice Littlefield, of Winchester, 
July 27, 1876. Sentenced to pay fines and costs, amount
ing altogether to $43.35 (forty-three dollars and thirty-five 
cents), and in default thereof committed to the house of 
correction. Pardon granted September 30, 1876, because 
the offences, which were committed at the same time, were 
very trivial, and the prisoner wras unable to pay the fine 
and costs. The trial justice and the selectmen of Win
chester, who were the complainants, thought that no 
public interest would be subserved by his longer confine
ment, and the Council concurred in this opinion.

No. 47. J ohn F. T u lla r . Convicted of manslaughter : 
Superior Court, Berkshire County, July 17, 1872. Sen
tenced to fourteen years in the state prison. Pardon 
granted October 11, 1876, on the petition of A. G. 
Waterman, Frank W . Rockwell, William T. Filley, 
George Y. Learned, H. J. Dunham, H. J. Canfield, 
John Crosby, Jr., Thomas Post, Graham A. Root, Henry 
W . Taft, E. M. Wood, Mason Van Deusen, Oliver Peck, 
and nearly one hundred other respectable citizens of 
Berkshire County, on account of his impaired health, 
both physical and mental, which had kept him in the hos
pital for several months under treatment for a disease 
believed to be incurable; viz., necrosis of the bones of 
the skull. His crime was committed under great prov
ocation, and, in some degree, in self-defence.

No. 48. P hilip  G oldstein . Convicted of arson: 
Superior Court, Suffolk County, December term, 1873. 
Sentenced to state prison for ten years. Pardon granted 
October 11, 1876, because, after several protracted hear
ings, the Council were satisfied, from evidence not made 
fully to appear at the trial, that Goldstein was not the



principal in the crime; and even if he was accessory 
(which was doubtful), he had suffered as long an impris
onment as would have been imposed upon him had he 
been convicted of such a connection therewith.

No. 49. R euben  P. Charters. Convicted of driving 
faster than the law allows: Municipal Court, Boston, 
August 22, 1876. Sentenced to pay a fine and costs, 
amounting to $30 (thirty dollars), and committed to jail 
in default thereof. Pardon granted October 11, 1876, on 
the petition of Sheriff Clark, Peter Butler, and Thomas 
F. Temple, because there was satisfactory evidence that 
no crime was intended, it being a case of criminal care
lessness resulting in no harm to anybody. The prisoner 
had always borne a good reputation, and had a wife and 
several small children dependent upon his earnings for 
support.

No. 50. A nna E ver ett . Convicted of larceny in a 
building: Superior Court, Suffolk County, October 13, 
1874. Sentenced to three years in the house of correc
tion at East Cambridge. Pardon granted October 20, 
1876, on the petition of the master and physician of the 
house of correction, because the prisoner was fatally sick 
with consumption and would probably live but a short 
time. Upon leaving the jail, she was received into the 
Consumptives’ Home, in Boston, where she would be 
properly cared for.

No. 51. J ames A. 'H ern . Convicted of assault and 
battery: Police Court, Fitchburg, September 28, 1876. 
Sentenced to the house of correction for six months. 
Pardon granted October 20, 1876, on the petition of the 
special justice of the court, by whom he was convicted, 
because- facts had been discovered since the trial, which, 
had they then been known, would have led the justice to 
impose a small fine or a few days imprisonment.

No. 52. J ohn B u ck ley . Convicted of assault and 
battery: Superior Court, Suffolk County, March term,



1876. Sentenced to the house o f correction for nine 
months. Pardon granted October 31, 1876, on the peti
tion of Rev. AY. A. Blenkinsop, T. F. Fitz Gerald, Rev. 
Joseph H. Clinch, P. A. Collins, Patrick Donahoe, and 
others, because of evidence discovered since the trial that 
the assault was the result of criminal carelessness, by 
which no one was injured. The family of the prisoner 
who were dependent upon him for support, were in a con
dition of abject poverty, and must have been sent to the 
almshouse had he not been released.

No. 53. T homas D. K eiioe . Convicted of violating 
the license law : Superior Court, Berkshire County, Jan
uary 28, 1876. Sentenced to three months in the jail, 
and to pay a line of §400 (four hundred dollars). Pardon 
granted October 31, 1876, upon the petition of Shepherd 
Thayer, S. Johnson, J. T. Robinson, and other citizens of 
North Adams, because the Council were satisfied that the 
prisoner having been imprisoned nine months, the ends of 
public justice would not be subserved by his longer 
detention. He was wholly unable to pay the fine, and had 
a wife and several small children dependent upon him fox- 
support. He agx-eed to give up the business entirely.

No. 54. J ohn A. Ceepean . Convicted of assault 
with intent to rape : Superior Court, Suffolk Couixty, May 
term, 1872. Sentenced to the state prison for ten years. 
Pardon granted November 1, 1876, on the petition of 
Geo. Woods & Company, P. A. Collins, T. L. Jenks, 
Henry T. Knight, and others. Satisfactory evidence was 
presented to the Council that the crime was committed 
while the prisoner was under the influence of liquor, and 
that it was in fact only an indecent assault, resulting in no 
injury to the person assaulted. Ilis family in Canada 
were ready to receive him and give him employment. A 
condition of the pardon was, that he should go at once to 
Canada, and not return to Massachusetts before May, 1882.

No. 55. W ileiam  A. G loveii. Convicted of beintrO
accessory before the fact to breaking and entering a bank :



Superior Court, Suffolk County, January term, 1872. 
Sentenced to twelve years in the state prison. Pardon 
granted November 24, 1876, after several protracted 
hearings, and the most careful investigation. There was 
evidence beyond reasonable doubt, much of which had 
come to light since the trial,'that Glover was not acces
sory before the fact, and so little evidence that he was 
even accessory after the fact, that the Council unani
mously recommended a pardon.

No. 56. J osephine T aylo r . Convicted of larceny: 
Police Court, Somerville, October 4, 1876. Sentenced 
to pay a fine of $20 (twenty dollars) and costs, and in 
default thereof, committed to the house of correction. 
Pardon granted November 24, 1876, on the petition of 
the mayor, chief of police, justice, special justice, and 
clerk of the police court, all of Somerville, because she 
was wrongfully convicted. The person who committed 
the crime has been arrested and is now undergoing sen
tence.

No. 57. James H. B ennett . Convicted of embezzle
ment : Superior Court, Suffolk County, September term, 
1875. Sentenced to the house of correction at Dedham 
for two years. Pardon granted November 24, 1876, to 
take effect November 29, on the petition of Rufus S. 
Frost, John II. Reed, I. Avery Richards, Geo. O. Car
penter, A. P. Blake, Albert A. Folsom, John S. Haley, 
Addison Boyden, and others, because the prisoner’s health 
was greatly impaired, and his life would doubtless have 
been sacrificed by another winter’s imprisonment.. His 
minor children and aged mother needed the results of his 
labor for their support, and his friends would give him 
light and renumerative employment.

No. 58. T homas Coque. Convicted of murder in the 
second degree : Supreme Judicial Court, Suffolk County, 
December 21, 1863. Sentenced to the state prison for 
life. Pardon granted November 30, 1876, on the recom
mendation of the Warden for a Thanksgiving pardon.



The prisoner’s conduct during his confinement had been 
good.

No. 59. J ohn H. G il d e r . Convicted of rape: 
Superior Court, Berkshire County, January term, 1863. 
Sentenced to the state prison for life. Pardon granted 
upon the recommendation of the Warden for Thanksgiving 
Day. His conduct while in prison had been uniformly 
good.

No. 60. J ohn D onahoe. Convicted of rape : Supe
rior Court, Suffolk County, July term, 1872. Sentenced 
to the state prison for fifteen years. Pardon granted 
December 12, 1876, on the petition of Samuel A. Green, 
Andrew J. Hall, Alphonso J. Robinson, Francis W . 
Jacobs, and Amos L. Noyes. The District Attorney, who 
had thoroughly investigated the case, recommended a 
pardon, and there wTas proof beyond a reasonable doubt 
that the prisoner was not guilty of so great a crime as 
that of which he was convicted, but of one for which he 
should have received a comparatively light sentence.

No. 61. W illiam  Cotnam . Convicted of breaking and 
entering, July 18,1876, Superior Court, Middlesex County. 
Sentenced to two years in the house of correction. Pardon 
granted December 22, 1876. The District Attorney cer
tified that there was a misunderstanding of the case when 
he was sentenced, and that a different disposition should 
have been made. The District Attorney’s evidence was 
supported by affidavits of other persons to the same 
effect.

No. 62. W illiam  L. B rown . Convicted of larceny : 
Superior Court, Suffolk County, June 20, 1876. Sen
tenced to the house of correction for two years. Pardon 
granted December 22, 1876, because there was abundant 
evidence that he was sick with consumption and failing 
very fast. He was removed to his father’s house, where 
he would receive proper care.



No. 63. Charles Collins. Convicted of an assault 
upon an officer: Superior Court, Suffolk County, June 
term, 1876. Sentenced to one year in the house o f cor
rection. Pardon granted December 29, 1876, because he 
was sick with consumption and rapidly failing. He was 
removed to his father’s house, where he would be properly 
cared for*while he lived.

No. 64. James Su llivan . Convicted of highway 
robbery: Superior Court, Suffolk County, November 
term, 1873. Sentenced to five years in the state prison. 
Pardon granted December 29, 1876. Certain facts bear
ing upon the case had been discovered since the trial, 
which, had they then been known, would have secured a 
lighter sentence. The prisoner was but sixteen years of 
age at the time of his conviction, and for the same offence 
now, would probably be sent to the reform school instead 
of the state prison. His conduct while in prison was 
good.


