
SENATE No. 142.

In Senate, April 3, 1877.

The Committee on Just and Equal Taxation, to whom were
directed the Orders to consider the expediency of limiting the
amount of property to be exempted from taxation in the
possession of religious, literary and charitable associations,
and to Avhom also were referred sundry petitions setting forth
that the property owned by the churches in this Common-
wealth amounts to $30,000,000, and the property held by
charitable institutions exceeds $6,000,000, and that of liter-
ary, benevolent and scientific institutions $21,000,000, and
asking that said property may not be exempted from taxation,
respectfully submit the following Report:—-

Several public hearings on the matters embraced in said
Orders and petitions were held by the Committee and were
attended by a large number of people. Scarcely any who
addressed the Committee advised taxing the property of
benevolent and charitable associations, and but few expressed
a wish to have the property of educational institutions taxed,
while upon the question of exempting church property there
was more division of opinion.

It was evident that religious and charitable, or charitable
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and educational purposes, were often combined in the same
society, and that there is a lack of statistics and exact inform-
ation concerning these associations on which to base judi-
cious and discriminating legislation, either for the correctionO O 7

Commomucaltl) of ittassacljusctls.
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of abuses or making material changes, if such changes shall
be demanded by the people of the Commonwealth. The
Committee, therefore, came to the conclusion that it would be
unwise, at the present session of the Legislature, to recom-
mend any important alterations of the law which now exempts
from taxation this class of property.

It was suggested by a distinguished gentleman who came
before the Committee, that, as these institutions held public
trusts, greater publicity might be desirable in regard to their
administrations, and that it would be well to provide for an-
nual published returns concerning them. This suggestion met
the unanimous approval of the Committee. For the purpose,
therefore, of securing such returns and thereby gaining the
statistics and information which the public, and especially the
Legislature, ought to possess for future guidance, the Com-
mittee repoit the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

A. B. COFFIN.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventj'-Seven.

AN ACT
To provide for Annual Returns from Literary, Edu-

cational, Benevolent, Charitable, Scientific and Re-
ligious Societies.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:

(ftommomucciltl) of ittassacljusctts.

1 Sect. 1. Every literary, educational, benev-
-2 olent, charitable or scientific institution within
3 this Commonwealth, having any property therein
4 exempt from taxation, and every religious society
5 or body, whether corporate or unincorporate, hav-
-6 ing property so exempt, shall annually, on or
7 before the fifteenth day of May, make a return to
8 the assessors of the city or town where the same
9 is established or located, in such detail as may be

10 herein provided, attested by its treasurer or other
11 financial officer or officers, setting forth the quan-
-12 tity and the fair cash value of all real and personal
13 estate owned by it on the first day of said month
14 of May, the amount of incumbrance thereon, the
15 amount of mortgage on its untaxed property, the
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16 amount of trust funds held by it, or for its benefit,
17 and also the amount of money raised or received
18 from all sources during its next preceding finan-
-19 cial year ending prior to the time herein fixed for
20 making such return, and the disposition made of
21 such income for expenses, for its specific liter-
-22 ary, educational, benevolent, charitable, scientific
23 or religious purposes, or otherwise. In case any
24 institution, society or body above mentioned neg-
-25 lects to make the annual return as aforesaid, its
26 real estate for such year shall not be exempt from
27 taxation.

1 Sect. 2. Every institution, society or body
2 mentioned in the preceding section shall make a

3 duplicate of said return to the tax commissioner
4 of the Commonwealth; and in case it shall omit
5 to make such return to the tax commissioner at
6 the time fixed in the foregoing section for making
7 returns, it shall forfeit therefor the sum of one
8 hundred dollars, and its treasurer or other finan-
-9 cial officer or officers, for the time being, whose

10 duty it is to make such return, shall in addition
11 be liable in a like sum for such omission; said
12 sums to be recovered to the use of the Common-
-13 wealth, separately or jointly, upon information
14 brought in the county of Suffolk, or in the county
15 where such institution, society or body is estab-
-16 lished or located, in the name of the Common-
-17 wealth at the relation of said tax commissioner.

1 Sect. 3. Said tax commissioner shall pre-
-2 scribe and furnish the blank forms for the returns
3 required by this act, and shall distribute the same
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4 before the first day of May in each year, and shall
5 also annually prepare, cause to he printed, and on
6 the first Wednesday of January submit to the
7 legislature a true abstract of said returns received
8 by him.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of June next.




