
SENATE No. 173.

AN ACT
In addition to an Act for the laying out of Public

Parks in or near the City of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, in General Court assembled , and by the
authority of the same,

as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The board of park commissioners
2 for the city of Boston is hereby authorized and

3 empowered to build a sea-wall on the Boston side
4 of the basin of the Charles Kiver between tht

5 angle in the present harbor line, at the north-
-6 westerly corner of Taylor and Sohier’s wharf, and
7 a point where the proposed line described below
8 joins the present harbor line, and to fill up the
9 grounds enclosed by said wall for the purposes of

10 a public park, in accordance with the provisions
11 of the act of eighteen hundred and seventy-five,
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12 chapter one hundred and eighty-five. The lines of
13 the said sea-wall shall be as follows;

14 Beginning at the angle in the present harbor
15 line at the north-westerly corner of Taylor and
16 Sohier’s wharf, and running southerly in a
17 straight line, to a point westerly of and distant
18 two hundred feet perpendicular from the said
19 present harbor line, near Mount Vernon Street;
20 thence running south-westerly, by a curved line
21 of nine hundred feet radius, tangent to said
22 straight line, to a point northerly of and distant
23 two hundred feet perpendicular from said present
24 harbor line; thence running south-westerly again
25 in a straight line, tangent to said curved line, and
26 parallel to the straight part of said present harbor
27 line to a point; thence running westerly, by a
28 curved line of eighteen hundred and fifty feet
29 radius, tangent to the last-mentioned straight line,
30 to the said present harbor line, with which said
31 curve is also tangent.
32 The lines of the sea-wall aforesaid shall consti-
-33 tute the harbor lines beyond which no wharf, pier
34 or other structure, and no filling in shall be
35 extended into or over the tide-water of the said
36 basin, excepting such landing-places, not exceed-
-37 ing ten in number and extending not more than
38 twenty-five feet from said sea-wall, and of such
39 shape as the board of harbor commissioners shall
40 approve.

Sect. 2. This act is made subject to the fol-
-2 lowing conditions and restrictions, namely; The
3 grounds so enclosed and filled up shall be used
4 solely for the purposes of a public park, facing
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7 commissioners, shall have built the said sea-wall
8 and fitted up the said grounds as a park as afore-
9 said, and so long as the same shall be used solely

10 as said park, the Commonwealth will preserve the
11 water-frontage of said park upon the Charles
12 River basin, and will not authorize or permit any
13 filling out or extensions or erections from, or con-
14 tiguous to, the water-line of said park. But said
15 park shall be subject to the right of the city of
16 Boston or of the Commonwealth to construct and
17 maintain a public sewer or sewers through and
18 beneath said park for the convenient drainage
19 and sewerage of the city of Boston and its neigh-
20 borhood, and the filling up of the said grounds
21 shall be of such grade as shall be best suited for
22 such drainage and sewerage: provided, also

,
that

23 nothing in this act shall be construed as impairing
24 the right of any person entitled to wharfage or
25 flats which shall be cut off from tide-water by the
26 said sea-wall and filling up, to demand and
27 receive full compensation for any property, rights
28 or interests taken by said board of park com-
29 missioners for the purposes of said park: provided,
30 also, that the city of Boston or the said park
31 commissioners shall build the sea-wall on the basin
32 of Charles River, and fill up the spaces enclosed
33 therein, during the ten years from and after the
34 passage of this act; and provided, further, that
35 the city of Boston or the said park commissioners
36 shall commence the building of said sea-wall at
87 the north-westerly corner of Taylor and Sohicr’s
38 wharf.

5 and abutting upon the said Charles River basin.
6 And when the city of Boston, or the said park
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1 Sect. 3. The board of park commissioners of
2 the city of Boston shall have power to locate one
3 or more public parks within the limits of any city
4 adjoining the city of Boston, with the consent of
5 each branch of the city council of such adjoining
6 city; and the provisions of chapter one hundred
7 and eighty-five of the acts of eighteen hundred
8 and seventy-five as to the taking and location of
9 such parks, and otherwise, shall apply as to the

10 location of parks under this act, and the fee of all
11 lands taken for such parks shall rest in the city of
12 Boston.

1 Sect. 4. The city council of the city of Bos-
-2 ton shall have authority to issue bonds or certifi-
-3 cates of indebtedness for an amount sufficient to
4 cover the actual cost of building sea-walls, and of
5 filling to the required grade any lands taken for
6 public parks under this act, and for this purpose
7 and for the purpose of paying for lands so taken,
8 they shall have authority to issue bonds to run
9 not exceeding thirty years: provided, however,

10 that no land shall be taken, or other thing involv-
-11 ing an expenditure of money, done by virtue of
12 this act, until an appropriation sufficient to cover
13 the estimated expense thereof shall have been
14 made by a vote of two-thirds of each branch of
15 the city council of the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sane.


