
SENATE No. 6.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representati

Executive Department

I have the honor herewith to lay before the General Court
a report of the pardons granted by the Governor and Council
during the year 1873. Of the fifty convicts thus set at
liberty, twelve were in the state prison, thirty-six in houses
of correction, one in an insane hospital, and one in the
county jail at Lowell. In sixteen cases, sickness was the
controlling reason for granting pardon, and in half those
cases it is known that death took place within a few weeks.
Every pardon of the year contained the Condition that if the
person to whom it was issued should, before the expiration of
the sentence, be convicted of any crime punishable by im-
prisonment, he would be held to serve out the remainder
thereof.

W. B. WASHBURN.

(ftommoruDcoitl) of illasoadjusctis.
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No. 1. Mart Sullivan. Convicted of larceny: Polio
Court, Chelsea, October 17, 1872. Sentenced to six month

don granted January 15, 1873,
f Chelsea, who had known her

in house of correction. Par
on petition of several ladies <
as an honest and faithful d mestic for many years. New

re whom the case was tried toevidence led the justice befc
recommend clemency.

invicted of adultery ; Superior
ovember 21. 1871. Sentenced

No. 2. James Carr. C
Court, Middlesex County, November 21, 1871

irrection. Pardon grantedto eighteen months in house of
January 16, 1873, on petition
bridge. Had been four mouth:
lungs, and release was advised
and also by the district-attorn
weeks after his release.

f several citizens of Cam-
s in hospital with disease of
by the physician in charge,
jy. Died in less than two

December, 1871. Sentencedperior Court, Suffolk County,
to eighteen months in house <

January 29, 1873, on petition
ease that endangered life, and

correction. Pardon granted
f his family. Sick with dis-

released for medical treatment
elsewhere. Strongly recommended by master and othc
officers of South Boston house of correction.

No. 4. John Leary. Convicted of breaking and enter
ing: Superior Court, Suffolk County, May, 1870. Sen

Convicted of assault: Su-

tfLommomucaltl) of illassadjusctts.
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tenced to three years in state prison. Pardon granted
February 6, 1873, on certificate of prison physician that he
was in the last stages of consumption. Died two days after
being released.

No. 5. Edavaed Finley. Convicted of larceny from
building: Superior Court, Suffolk County, January, 1870.
Sentenced to six years in state prison. Pardon granted Feb-
ruary 6, 1873, on petition of his parents. Prison physician
certified that he Avas in last stages of consumption. He died
three days after coming out.

No. 6. Adam Eary. Convicted of assault and larceny
Municipal Court, Boston, December 26, 1872. Sentenced to
nine months in house of correction. Pardon "ranted March
4, 1873, on his oavii petition, endorsed by police officer who
prosecuted the case. Noav evidence submitted after sentence
led the presiding judge to recommend his release.

No. 7. John Gunn. ( Evicted of attempt at rape:
unity, January, 1863. Sen-
ate prison. Pardon granted

Superior Court, Berkshire (

tenced to fifteen years in s
March 4, 1873, on his oavu petition, endorsed by A. J.
Waterman, W. R. Plunkett, Henry Chickering, E. H. Kel-
logg, John M. Brewster, and several other citizens of Pitts-
field. Convicted and sentenced at a very early age. Had
no counsel at time of trial. Offence committed when drunk.
Under existing laws he vvould hardly have been sentenced to
more than ten years imprisonment. Conduct' very good
Avhile in prison, and he appeared to be fully reformed.

No. 8. Daniel Keefe. Convicted of larceny from a
store: Superior Court, Suffolk County, January, 1871.
Sentenced to three and a half years in state prison. Pardon
granted March 11, 1873, on petition of his brother, endorsed
by the merchants from whom the property was stolen, Avho
thought the sentence Avas too severe. Prison physician cer-
tified that he had been in hospital many months, and Avas so
low with consumption that he could not live long. He died
about ten days later.
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No. 9. Frank Wood. Convicted of burglary : Superior
Court, Worcester County, August, 1870. Sentenced to three
years in house of correction. Pardon granted March 18,
1873, on petition of Hon. John D. Baldwin, Hon. Adin
Thayer, Hon. Edward Earle, Hon. T. L. Nelson, Hon. Lewis
Barnard, Hon. P. Emory Aldrich, Hon. I. N. Ross, Hon.
Henry Chapin, and thirty other prominent citizens of Wor-
cester. Recommended by district-attorney and master of
house of correction. Prisoner was a young man, whose
parents had kept him under restraint worthy of a barbaric
age, which caused him to run into vicious courses as soon as
he had an opportunity. Reformation was believed to be
complete.

No. 10. Warren S. Emerson. Convicted of aiding in a
forgery : Superior Court, Hampden County, May, 1872. Sen-
tenced to eighteen months in house of correction. Pardon
granted March 26, 1873, on his own petition, endorsed by Ex-
Lieut. Governor Trask, City Marshal Pease, officers of the bank
on which the forgery was committed, the city clerk, register of
deeds, county treasurer, Rev. Dr. Buckingham and forty
other citizens of Springfield. Recommended by district-
attorney on score of ill-health. He was in hospital much of
the time, and confinement had developed consumption, which
seriously threatened his life.

No. 11. Catherine O’Malley. Convicted of an assault
Superior Court, Suffolk County, September, 1872. Sen-
tenced to eighteen months in house of correction. Pardon
granted March 26, 1873, on her own petition, endorsed by
Hon. Robert Johnson, Hon. A. J. Wright, and several other
citizens, including the person assaulted. Investigation and
new evidence showed that the provocation prior to the assault
was very great, that the previous reputation of prisoner was
excellent, and that she had a small child who was dangerously
ill and needed the care of his mother.

No. 12. William Putney. Convicted of larceny from
the person : Superior Court, Worcester County, October 29,
1872. Sentenced to two years in house of correction. Par-
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don granted April 22, 1873, on his own petition. Recom-
mended by physician in charge, the district-attorney and
Sheriff Sprague of Worcester. Nothing against his previous
character, conduct in prison excellent, and sentence rather
severe. He needed medical treatment that could not be
given him in the house of correction.

No. 13. Daniel Collins. Convicted of assaulting an
officer: Superior Court, Franklin County, August, 1872.
Sentenced to fifteen months in house of correction. Pardon
granted May 27, 1873, on his own petition, endorsed by the
officer assailed. Recommended by Sheriff Longley and dis-
trict-attorney. Physician in charge certified that he was
quite ill, and that recovery while in confinement was doubtful.

No. 14. David Welch. Convicted of larceny on two
indictments: Police Court, Salem, August, 1869, and Supe-
rior Court, Essex County, October, 1870. Sentenced on
both to four and half years in house of correction. Pardon
granted June 5, 1873, on petition of his mother, endorsed by
chaplain of Ipswich house of correction, Hon. George B.
Loring, Hon. Samuel Galley, James A. Gillis, City Marshal
Jackman, and number of other citizens of Salem. Recom-
mended by master of house of correction, and not objected
to by the district-attorney. These were prisoner’s first
offences, and he was but seventeen years of age when he
committed them. He had le;
prison, his conduct had bet
committee of the Council tho
was believed he would lead a

m uniformly good, the pardon
ught the sentence severe, and it
reputable life if set at liberty.

No. 15. Charles Woo
hackman with a loaded pislistol: Superior Court, Suffolk

Sentenced to six months in houseCounty, February, 1873.
of correction. Pardon granted June 7, 1873, on his own
petition, endorsed by many citizens of Boston. The pardon
committee of the Council spent a month in investigating this
case. They became convinced that certain material evid
against the prisoner was based on a misapprehension of cir
cumstances, and were advised by the justice who imposed the

Limed to read and write while in

>. Convicted of assaulting a
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matter a portion of it mightsentence that in this view of the
properly be remitted.

Convicted of breaking and
llesex County, July 10, 1872.

No. 16. Michael Cahili
entering : Superior Court, Mid
Sentenced to two years in h< use of correction. Pardon

ranted June 10, 1873, on petition of Hon. Francis Jewett
William H. Loughlin and a
Had been in hospital more

strongly recommended by the
the sentence severe for the

dozen other citizens of Lowell
than two months. Pardon was
district-attorney, who thought
offence committed.

No. 17. William Keating
from the person: Superior C
1872. Sentenced to three ye
Pardon granted July 8, 1873, i
dorsed by Hon. Martin Griffin,
Fairbanks, Cornelius G. Atwoc

ourt, Suffolk County, July
iirs in house of correction
m petition of his father, en-
Hon. John A. Nowell, Moses
id and other citizens of Bos-

ton—physician in charge certifying that he was in last stages
of disease that must cause death. Died about a week after
his release

No. 18. Walter J. Abbey. Convicted of larceny from
building: Superior Court, Suffolk County, December, 1872
Sentenced to eighteen months in house of correction. Par-
don granted July 8, 1873. He was in low state of health
with disease from which physic
cover, though he thought a set
days more comfortable. Frier

an believed he could not re-
-voyage might make his last
ds sent him to his old home in

England as soon as he was set at liberty

No. 19. John Reargan. Convicted of assault: Superior
Court, Plymouth County, November, 1872. Sentenced to
nine months in house of correction. Pardon granted July 8
1873, on his own petition, endorsed by Hon. B. W. Harri
Hon. Albert Mason, Charles G. Davis and all the officers of
the Plymouth house of correction. He was in jail some tim
before sentence, and had no counsel at time of trial. Evi-
dence submitted to the Council showed extenuating circum-

Hon. George A. Marden, Hon

Jr. Convicted of larceny
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stances. District-attorney thought the case a proper one for
exercise of clemency.

No. 20. James Smith. Convicted of breaking and en-
tering : Superior Court, Middlesex County, November, 1873.
Sentenced to three years in state prison. Pardon granted
July 15, 1873, on petition of his family, prison physician
certifying that he ivas at point of death. He died at home
three days after release.

No. 21. Hazen L. Foss
out license : Police Court, I

Convicted of peddling with-
iawrence, June 18, 1873. Sen-
of correction. Pardon granted
of mayor, three aldermen and

tenced to fifty days in hou
July 15, 1873, on petition
twenty other citizens of Have rhill. Recommended by justice
who imposed the sentence
years in another State where

Foss was a pedler for some
no license was necessary, and

had no idea till his arrest that such a thing was required in
this Commonwealth.

No. 22. John T. Eaglet. Convicted of keeping liquor
nuisance: Superior Court, Suffolk County, January, 1873.
Sentenced to six months in house of correction and fine of
one hundred dollars. Remission of fine granted July 31,
1873, on petition of his brother. He was severely injured
on the head while at work in South Boston house of correc-
tion, and his release from confinement seemed to be demand
ed as an act of humanity.

No. 23. Joseph Tremer. Convicted of an assault with
pistol: Superior Court, Worcester County, January 27, 1873.
Sentenced to ten months in house of correction. Pardon
granted July 31, 1873, on petition of his employers and other
citizens, who guaranteed that he should be a good citizen
during unexpired portion of his sentence. He claimed that
he only used the pistol in self-defence, and Council believed
he had no intention of doing wrong. District-attorney and
Sheriff Sprague thought his sentence severe, and felt that the
case was one in which clemency might well be exercised.

SENATE—No.
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Tper. Convicted of larceny
t, Essex County, November,

No. 24. Clarence W. I
from building: Superior Cour
1872. Sentenced to two years
don granted August 5, 1873, c

i house of correction. Par-
in petition of his mother, en-
•k and trial justice of Rowley,
ouse of correction. Had dis-

c

dorsed by selectmen, town clei
Recommended by master of h

r

Convicted of assault: Muni-
1873. Sentenced to three

1873, on his own petition. He
Scotia, who had no counsel at t
without comprehending the fore of such a plea. Evidence
submitted to Governor and Council showed that oifence was
of trivial character and committed under provocation. Re-

as he was releasedturned to the provinces as soon

mvicted of forgery : SuperiorNo. 26. John Clingan. (

Court, Hampden County, May
months in house of correction.
1873, on his own petition, ench
his former employers, and othe
Win. G. Breck, Dr. David P.

No. 27. John Welch.
great fire in Boston : Superioi
ber, 1872. Sentenced to on

C
r ( hurt, Suffolk County, Decem-

year in house of correction.ie

>, on petition of Ex-Governor
Simmons, Patrick Donahue,

Pardon granted August 29, 1<87

A
Robert Morris and other cit zens of Boston. The property

and restored to owners, who be-in question was all recovered
came satisfied that Welch never intended to appropriate it to
his own use, but merely misplaced it while intoxicated or
excited.

No. 28. Edward J. Murpht. Convicted of an assault
with intent to kill: Superior Court, Middlesex County, No-

xt month after his releaseise that proved fatal during n

No. 25. John McGrath.
cipal Court, Boston, July 3
months in house of correction. Pardon granted August 15,

was a youth just from Nova
me of trial, and plead guilty

1872. Sentenced to twenty
Pardon granted August 29,

rsed by Hon. Win. L. Smith,

her citizens of Springfield. Dr.
*. Smith and Dr. C. C. Chaffee,
examinations, certified that inof that city, after repeated

their judgment confinement
cause his death.

much longer continued would

mvicted of larceny at time of

Clafiiu, Martin Griffin, W
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vember, 1871. Sentenced to three and half year’s in Lowell
jail. Pardon granted August 29, 1873, on his own petition.
He evidently plead guilty without understanding the full
character of the indictment. Pardon recommended by Sheriff
Kimball and the judge who imposed the sentence.

No. 29. William McCormick. Convicted of idleness,
disorderly conduct, and assaulting an officer: Police Court,
Lawrence, December 9, 1872. Sentenced to sixteen months
in house of correction. Pardon granted September 25,1873,
on petition of his mother, endorsed by the mayor, two aider-
men, the city missionary, George S. Merrill, H. A. Wads-
worth and a dozen other citizens of Lawrence. New evi-
dence showed that the case against him was not so bad as it
appeared to be at time of trial. Police justice recommended
pardon. So did physician in charge of prison, on account of
his feeble condition.

No. 30. Joseph Leavitt. Convicted of adultery: Su-
perior Court, Worcester County, October, 1872. Sentenced
to eighteen mouths in house of correction. Pardon granted
September 25, 1873, on petition of Hon'. Amasa Norcross,
Gen. John W. Kimball, Hon. Rodney Wallace and forty
other citizens of Fitchburg. After much investigation the
Council became satisfied that according to the ordinary prac-
tice of the courts this man had been already severely pun-
ished.

No. 31. William Fitzgerald. Convicted of assaulting
an officer: Superior Court, Essex County, February, 1873.
Sentenced to two years and six months in house of correction.
Pardon granted September 25, 1873, on petition of the
mayor, city marshal and nearly one hundred other citizens of
Salem. Sentence excessive. Recommended in the strongest
manner by district-attorney.

No. 32. Jeremiah Sullivan. Convicted of larceny :

Superior Court, Suffolk County, April, 1873. Sentenced to
five years in state prison. Pardon granted September 25,
1873, on petition of his mother. He had no counsel at time

2



PARDON REPORT.10 [Jan.

9

of trial. Evidence submitted to Governor and Council led
them to think the officer who appeared against him might
have been mistaken in his man. Sullivan was suffering from
serious wound in the lungs, caused by au accident two years
before, and was in hospital nearly all the period of imprison-
ment. Physician certified that he could never recover his
health, though he might live a year or two if cared for at
home.

No. 33. Patrick Doherty. Convicted of an assault
Superior Court, Suffolk County, June, 1873. Sentenced to
eight months in house of correction. Pardon granted Oc-
tober 31, 1873, on petition of his wife, endorsed by Hon. Mar-
tin Griffin. Prisoner’s previous reputation was good: the
offence was committed under great provocation; the Council
thought the sentence excessive.

No. 34. William Ryan. Convicted of an assault with a
knife : Superior Court, Middlesex County, November 11, 1872.
Sentenced to eighteen mouths in house of correction. Par-
don granted October 31, 1873, on petition of mayor, five
aldermen, city solicitor, city marshal, and a dozen other
prominent citizens of Lowell. Prisoner was a hard-working
man, who had never been arrested before. The assault took
place at a "wake,” where all parties were more or less intoxi-
cated, and Ryan undoubtedly had some provocation. Dis-
trict-attorney thought the sentence severe.

No. 35. Barney Kenney. Convicted of larceny from
store : Superior Court, Norfolk County, December 13,1872.
Sentenced to two and a half years in house of correction.
Pardon granted October 31, 1873, on his own petition, en-
dorsed by Hon. R. Porter, his former employers, and thirty
other citizens of Braintree. He was of good reputation, had
been in positions of trust where he had free access to large
amounts of property, and was convicted on slight evidence.
District-attorney doubted his guilt, and strongly recom-
mended his release.

No. 36. Christie Degan. Convicted of larceny : Muni-
cipah Court, Boston, January, 1873. Sentenced to one year



1874. 11SENATE—No. 6.

in house of correction. Pardon granted October 31, 1873,
on petition of his father. He was was a lad but sixteen years
of age, against whom no other complaint had ever been made,
and who ought to have been taken before a court for juven-
iles. Council thought a little leniency might aid the purpose
of friends to keep him in honest ways hereafter.

No. 37. Edwin C. McGuire. Convicted of manslaughter :
Supreme Judicial Court, February terra, 1868. Sentenced
to seven years instate prison. Pardon granted November 15,
1873, on petition of his family, endorsed by over two hun-
dred and fifty citizens of Maine, who knew him. Had been
in prison hospital much of the time for two years. Physician
certified that he had consumption, and could live but few
months. Was taken to Maine as soon as released.

No. 38. Henry Stacy and Erastus Mclntosh. Con-
victed of being accessory to the stealing of property from cars
of Cheshire Railroad Company: Police Court, Fitchburg,
August 5, 1873. Sentenced to four months in house of cor-
rection. Pardon granted November 15, 1873, on earnest peti-
tion of president and superintendent of the Cheshire Road,
who believed that this clemency of three weeks would save
them from becoming persistent criminals, and tend to make
them good citizens.

No. 39. Charles Johnson. Convicted of assault: Supe-
rior Court, Suffolk County, May, 1873. Sentenced to ten
months in house of correction. Pardon op-anted November 21,
1873. Transferred to Taunton Insane Hospital withinamonth
after conviction, and pardoned that friends might take him to
New York for medical and surgical treatment.

No. 40. Charles S. Harmon. Convicted of larceny and
embezzlement: Municipal Court, Boston, September 20,1873.
Sentenced to three months in house of correction. Pardon
granted November 21, 1873, on petition of his father. New
evidence showed conclusively that there was no larceny, and
caused doubt as to whether any embezzlement was intended.
Pardon recommended by complainants and the judge who im-
posed sentence.
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No. 41. Neil Rafferty. Convicted of robbing two
stores : Superior Court, Suffolk County, September, 1870.
Sentenced to seven years in state prison. Pardon granted
November 25, 1873, on petition of his mother, solely because
he had become totally blind and entirely helpless while in
prison. Had a good home, to which he was taken.

No. 42. Anthony Baker. Convicted of felonious a
sault; Superior Court, Franklin County, March, 1869. Sen-
tenced to ten years in state prison. Pardon granted Novem-
ber 25, 1873. Petitioned for by Hon. S. O. Lamb, "William
Keith, C. C. Conant, W. T. Davis, Bela Kellogg, A. Brain-
ard, and forty other prominent citizens of Greenfield, includ-
ing the person on whom the assault was committed, who felt
that Baker had been sufficiently punished for his part in this
crime. He was in prison hospital much of the time for two
years, and physician certified that he had consumption, with
fistula of serious character, and could probably live but few
mouths.

No. 43. August Careiere. Convicted of obtaining money
by false pretences : Superior Court, Suffolk County, Novem-
ber, 1870. Sentenced to six years in state prison. Pardon
granted for Thanksgiving day. Petitioned for by Hon. N.
P. Banks, Rev. E. E. Hale, W. W. Clapp, M. M. Ballou,
and other citizens of Boston, as well as Madame Yillaverde
and other Cubans in New York. Pardoned because at one
time he made known to the officers of the prison a plot to
murder one of them, and at another time gave information ot
a conspiracy to create disturbance in prison.

No. 44. Aaron White. Convicted of rape: Superior
Court, Hampshire County, June, 1870. Sentenced to state
prison for life. Pardon granted for Thanksgiving day, be-
cause he interfered to save the life of the warden of the prison
when he was assaulted in August last.

No. 45. Joseph Miller. Convicted of larceny in a
building: Superior Court, Essex County, October 18, 1872.
Sentenced to two years in house of correction. Pardon
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granted November 29, 1873, on petition of mayor and twenty
other citizens of Lawrence. Prisoner was a German, imper-
fectly acquainted with our language and laws, and plead
guilty without understanding the effect of his plea. He was
accessory to the larceny, but derived no benefit from it.
District-attorney recommended pardon after one year’s im-
prisonment. Physicians in charge certified that ho had heart
disease, and release was necessary to even fair degree of
health, if not to save his life.

No. 46. Achilles D. Leonardo. Convicted of sodomy :

Superior Court, Suffolk County, May, 1872. Sentenced to
ten years in state prison. Pardon granted December 9, 1873.
Prisoner was born and bred in Turkey where sodomy is
extensively practised, had been but few weeks in this coun-
try, was entirely ignorant of our language and our customs,
had no counsel or acquaintances present at his trial, and
alleged that the interpreter assigned him was utterly incompe-
tent. He asserted his innocence while in prison, and many
persons had grave doubts as to his guilt. He sailed for
Europe and his former home five hours after being released
from prison.

No. 47. John Stevenson. Convicted ofembezzling cloth
from his employers i Superior Court, Suffolk County, March
11, 1873. Sentenced to eighteen months in house of cor-
rection. Pardon granted, December 15, 1873, at expiration
of half of his sentence, on petition of his employers, endorsed
by Hon. Robert Johnson, Hon. F. W. Jacobs, Hon. Julius
K. Bannister, Martin Griffin, M. J. Flatley, and others.
Prisoner had always been considered an honest man, and the
crime was committed while he was drunk. Some of peti-
tioners promised to watch over him, and old employers gave
him work at once.

No. 48. William Tract. Convicted of receiving stolen
goods: Superior Court, Suffolk County, February, 1873.
Sentenced to two years in South Boston house of correction.
Pardoned for Christmas in accordance with the usual custom,
on recommendation of master of the house of correction
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and the directors of public institutions, because of his uni
form good conduct as a prisoner.

No. 49. Michael ICit.roy. Convicted of assulting an
officer: Superior Court, Suffolk County, September 7, 1873.
Sentenced to six months in house of correction. Pardon
granted December 23, 1873, on petition of firm by whom he
had been employed for twelve years, endorsed by city
marshal of Chelsea and the officer assulted. He had always
borne good character, and committed this offence when
drunk. His wife died two days before he was pardoned,
leaving three children under twelve years of age, with no one
to take care of them.


