
SENATE No. 73.

[Senate No. 38 having been amended by striking out the words, “ in the
manufacture of cotton, woollen, linen, jute, silk or other textile fabrics,
more than ten hours in any one day, or sixty hours in any one week,” in
the first section, and inserting in the place thereof the words “in any
manufactory,” the Committee on the Labor Question report that the Bill
ought to pass with an amendment striking out the words “in any manu-
factory,” and inserting in place thereof the words enclosed in brackets in
section one.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
To regulate the Hours of Labor in Manufacturing

Establishments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

(Hommotuocaltl) of itlassadjusctts.

1 Sect. 1. Wo minor under the age of eighteen
2 years, and no female oyer that age, shall be em-
-3 ployed in laboring by any person, firm or corpora-
-4 tion in this Commonwealth [in the manufacture of
5 cotton, woollen, linen, jute, silk or other textile



[Feb.’74.■> HOURS OF LABOR

6 fabrics, threads, yarns or worsteds, more than
7 sixty hours in any one week, nor more than an
8 average of ten hours a day for any portion of a
9 week for which he may be so employed], except

10 when it is necessary to make repairs to prevent the
11 stoppage or interruption of the ordinary running
12 of the mill or machinery.

1 Sect. 2. Any such person, firm or corporation
2 which shall employ any person, or which shall
3 have in its employment any person contrary to the
4 provisions of this act, and any agent, superintend-
-5 ent, overseer, or other employe of any such person,
6 firm or corporation, who shall employ any person
7 in laboring for any such person, firm or corpora-
-8 tion contrary to the provisions of this act, shall,
9 for each offence, be punished by a fine of fifty

10 dollars, to be recovered on complaint in any court
11 of competent jurisdiction.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect on the first
2 of May next.


