
SENATE No. 121.

RESOLVES

On the Death of Charles Sumner.

Resolved, That the legislature of Massachusetts receives
the sad intelligence communicated by His Excellency the

governor, of the sudden death of the Honorable Charles
Sumner, senior senator of Massachusetts in the congress of
the United States, with emotions of profound and abiding
grief.

Resolved, That in this sudden calamity, Massachusetts
mourns the loss of an inestimable public servant, whose sepa-
rate qualities are sometimes found in individual citizens, but
rarely united in one man. His industry was tireless, and his
fidelity unlimited. In the prosecution of those great meas-
ures, to which he gave his support, his energy, constancy and
courage were unconquerable. In his contests for the suprem-
acy of the principles upon which he had staked the hazard
of his life, he was unmoved by assault and insensible to fear.
Against the allurements of power and of corruption in every
form he stood a tower of adamant. At every crisis in public
affairs, his bearing was that of one who, confident as to his
own duty, was considerate of the rights of others. His ex-
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traordinary acquisitions as a scholar, made him eminent
among able men in every department of learning. He was
an accomplished legist and jurist, and as an orator unsur-
passed by any man of his time.

The vigor of his intellect; his great experience and ca-
pacity; his philanthropic spirit; his ardent patriotism; his
irrepressible love of liberty; his limitless devotion to the
rights of man, gave to all classes of the people, to all sections
of the country, and to the world at large, a permanent
interest in the prolongation of his labors and his life.

Resolved, That, deploring the public loss, it is yet a conso-
lation that the people of the Commonwealth share in the
triumphs, resulting, in great part, from the labors of their
illustrious senator, to which in the agony of death he gave
his last and noblest thoughts, and which culminated in the
destruction of an odious and sectional system of chattel slav-
ery ; in the enfranchisement of four million slaves; in their
political and social elevation, and the incorporation of the
sublime doctrines of the Declaration of American Independ-
ence into the text and body of the constitution of ttie
republic.

Resolved, That in the galaxy of her illustrious children,
whose colonial, revolutionary, constitutional and military' ser-
vices shed an undying lustre upon her name,

"Massachusetts has no worthier son ! ”


