
SENATE No. 142.

In Senate, March 20, 1874.

The Committee on Parishes and Religious Societies, to whom
was referred the petition of the Old South Society, in the
city of Boston, for a change in its Act of incorporation,

The Committee have had many and extended hearings on
the petition of the Old South Society, in Boston, for a change
in its Act of incorporation, so that it may be allowed to lease
its meeting-house and the land under the same.

In was proved, to the satisfaction of the Committee, that
the pastor of the church, its four deacons, the standing com-
mittee, comprising all the officers of the church, together with
a large majority of the pew proprietors, who, by the terms
of the charter, are the only members of the corporation, are
all earnestly in favor of the right petitioned for.

The legislature of 1872 passed an Act allowing the society
to lease the meeting-house to the United States government
for a post-office. It became necessary for them to provide some
other place for worship, and accordingly they have erected a
chapel in connection with their parsonage on the back bay
lands, and believing that the matter of permanently leasing
the property was virtually settled by that Act, have entered
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into contracts and commenced to build a new church. They
desire that they may avail themselves of the income from the
lease of the meeting-house and land, to pay for buildings
already erected, and also for the church in process of erection.

The petitioners brought before the Committee a large amount
of evidence to show that the surroundings of the meeting-
house were such, that it had been impossible for several years
prior to the lease to the United States government to collect
but a very small congregation; that meetings could not be
carried on at any other time than the Sabbath, on account of
the noise from the business of the streets ; and that even on
the Sabbath, the constant running of the horse-cars and other
travel very seriously interfered with religious worship; and
that, however much they might and did desire to keep the
old building as a memorial of the past, yet, for the purposes
set forth in the conveyances of Madam Norton, it was prac-
tically nearly useless.

The remonstrants, on the other hand, strenuously advocated
the theory that there might be some kind of services in the
old meeting-house that would call out and accommodate a
large congregation ; that it should be kept for this purpose,
as well as a memorial of the past; that the society were able,
and should be compelled, to maintain the church in the old
place, as well as on the back bay; or, at least, be made by
law to divide with the minority, and allow them to carry on
worship by themselves in the old church. But your Com-
mittee, after a careful and full consideration of the whole
matter, came to the conclusion that the request for division
not being before them, either by petition or remonstrance,
and that under the provisions of the deeds and will of Madam
Norton, as also under provisions of the Act of incorporation,
the legislature might well doubt its right to grant the request for
division, and being fully convinced that the spirit of the trust
would be much better carried out by granting the request of
the petitioners, unanimously report the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee.
H. L. BANCROFT,
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AN ACT
Concerning the Old South Society in Boston.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and hy the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Chapter two hundred and twenty-
-2 nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
3 forty-five, entitled "An Act to incorporate the Old
4 South Church in Boston,” is hereby amended by
5 striking out the words, " excepting the meeting-
-6 house and the land under the same,” contained in
7 section three of said act.

1 Sect. 2. The said Old South Society is hereby
2 authorized to demise and lease its meeting-house,
3 and the land under the same, in such manner and
4 upon such terms and conditions as may seem need-
-5 ful or expedient. And all income arising there-
-6 from shall be used for the support of the public
7 worship of God, and for the other purposes set
8 forth in the act of incorporation.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.




