
SENATE No. 183.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the peti-
tion of Jacob Rogers and 56 others for the annexation of a
portion of Dracut to the city of Lowell; also petitions of E.
S. Hunt and 25 others, G. T. Whitney and 54 others, E. B.
Patch and 51 others, Joseph Wilson and 58 others, and of
Francis Jewett, mayor of the city of Lowell, in aid of the
petition of Jacob Rogers ; also the petition of J. W. Peabody
and Abel Coburn, selectmen of Dracut, for the annexation of
town to Lowell; also the remonstrances of Milton Fox and
228 other legal voters of Dracut, and George W. Coburn and
61 others of Dracut, against the annexation of any part of
that town to Lowell,—have considered the same and report
the accompanying Bill.

Per order of the Committee

Z. C. WARDWELL.

tflommcmrucaltl) of iltassadjusctts.

In Senate, April 7, 1874.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Four.

AN ACT
To annex a portion of the Town of Dracut to the City

of Lowell.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. So much of the town of Dracut in
2 the county of Middlesex lying upon the Merrimack
3 River, thus bounded and described, to wit: Be-
-4 ginning on the northerly side of the new county
5 road leading from Lowell to Methuen, at the
6 north-east corner of that part of said Lowell called
7 Centralville; thence running north, nineteen de-
-8 grees and thirty minutes west, to a stone bound on

9 the northerly side of the road in said Dracut lead-
10 ing from George T. Whitney’s house to and by
11 the poor farm in said Dracut (said line and course
12 being a continuation of the course described as

13 three thousand eight hundred and twenty-seven
14 feet northerly from the margin of the river, in the

QLommomucaltl) of iilassacljusctts.
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act entitled "An Act to annex a part of the Town
of Dracut to the city of Lowell,” passed February
twenty-eight, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-
one, chapter eight, section one); thence running
westerly in a straight line to a point on the mar-

gin of Merrimack River at the intersection of the
town of Dracut and the town of Tyngsborough ;

thence south-westerly upon the boundary line now

between said Dracut and said Tyngsborough to
the thread of Merrimack River ; thence down said
Merrimack River by the thread thereof to a point
in the thread of said river easterly in a direct line
from the end of Long Island at the intersection of
said city of Lowell and said Dracut; thence by the
division line between said city of Lowell and said
Dracut as described in the act of February, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-one, above referred to, to the point of begin-
ning, with all the inhabitants on the lands above
described,—is hereby set off and separated from
said town of Dracut and annexed to and made a

part of the city of Lowell in said county, and the
same land and the inhabitants thereon shall be
deemed and considered as annexed to and consti-
tuting a part of said city of Lowell.
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Provided, however, that the said tract of land
and the inhabitants thereon, set off as aforesaid,
shall be liable to pay all such taxes as are already
assessed on them by said town of Dracut in the
same manner as they would have been liable if
this act had not been passed.
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1 Sect. 2. The stone bound mentioned in section
2 one shall be erected by the city of Lowell.

1 Sect. 3. If any persons who have heretofore
2 gained a legal settlement in the town of Dracut,
3 by reason of residence on the territory set off as
4 aforesaid, or by having been proprietors thereof,
5 or who may derive such settlement from any such
6 resident or proprietor, shall come to want and
7 stand in need of relief and support, they shall be
8 relieved and supported by the city of Lowell, in
9 the same manner as if they had gained a legal

10 settlement in said Lowell.

1 Sect. 4. That part of said Dracut annexed to
2 the city of Lowell by this act, for the purpose of
3 electing representatives to the general court to
4 which the said town of Dracut, as part of the
5 thirtieth Middlesex representative district is en-

-6 titled, until the next decennial census shall be
7 taken in accordance with the provisions of law,
8 shall be and remain a part of the said town of
9 Dracut and of said representative district.

1 Sect. 5. The mayor and aldermen of the city
2 of Lowell shall annually, fourteen days at least
3 before the second Tuesday of November, furnish
4 to the selectmen of the town of Dracut, correct
5 lists of all persons resident on the said territory
6 annexed, who shall be entitled to vote ait such
7 elections in the said town of Dracut, so far as
8 may be ascertained by the records and doings of
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9 the said city of Lowell or any of its officers; and
10 the city of Lowell, for every neglect of its mayor
11 and aldermen so to furnish such list, shall forfeit
12 the sum of one hundred dollars; and for the
13 making of a false return in respect to any such
11 list, shall forfeit the sum of twenty dollars for
15 every name in respect of which a false return shall
16 have been made, to be recovered in the same
17 manner as is provided by the fourth section of the
18 sixth chapter of the General Statutes in respect to
19 penalties of neglect or false returns by collectors
20 of towns: provided, however, that the selectmen
21 of Dracut shall be the final judges of the qualifica-
-22 tion of all voters resident on the said territory for
28 the purposes contemplated in this act.

1 Sect. 6. The territory hereby annexed to the
2 city of Lowell, shall be attached to and made part
3 of such existing ward or wards of said city of
4 Lowell, as the city council of Lowell, within
5 ninety days from the passage of this act, shall
6 determine.

1 Sect. 7. The city of Lowell shall have the
2 power and authority to alter, straighten, widen,
3 repair and grade all county and town ways within
4 the territory hereby annexed, in the same manner

5 that they are now authorized to alter, straighten,
6 widen, repair and grade city ways and streets.

1 Sect. 8. From and after the passage of this
2 act, the city of Lowell shall be liable for the cost
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3 of maintaining, repairing and rebuilding Paw-
-4 tucket Bridge, so called, over Merrimack River,
5 and the town of Dracut shall be forever thereafter
6 free from all liability therefor.

1 Sect. 9. Within six months after the passage
2 of tliis act, the city of Lowell shall pay to the
3 town of Dracut the sum of twenty-five thousand
4 dollars, as the estimated proportion due from the
5 tei’ritory and inhabitants of the town of Dracut
6 hereby annexed to the city of Lowell to the town
7 of Dracut towards the payment and extinguish-
-8 ment of the debt of said town of Dracut.

1 Sect. 10. So much of chapter eighty-six of
2 the acts of eighteen hundred and sixty, and of the
3 eighth chapter of the acts of eighteen hundred
4 and sixty-one, as are inconsistent with the pro-
-5 visions of this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 11. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of August, in the year of our Lord eighteen
3 hundred and seventy-four: provided , the city coun-
-4 cil of Lowell shall before then accept this act.

1 Sect. 12. The city clerk of the city of Lowell
2 shall certify to the secretary of state the accept-
-3 ance of this act by the city council of Lowell,
4 immediately after the same has been so accepted.

1 Sect. 13. So much of this act as authorizes
2 the city council of the city of Lowell to accept
3 the same, shall take effect upon its passage.


