
SENATE No. 2.

To the Honorable Sena te and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The Commissioners on Contagious Diseases among Cattle,
in presenting to you their Annual report, feel that they have
occasion for congratulation, that while in some portions of the
country, and abroad, disease has committed most fearful rav-
ages, yet in our State, during the year past, cattle have been
almost entirely exempt from prevailing sickness, and no con-
tagious disease has visited them. In the month of March last,
the attention of the Commissioners was called to what the citi-
zens conjectured to be an alarming case of contagious pleuro-
pneumonia in a herd in the town ofLenox, Berkshire County.

On Tuesday, the 2d of April, an examination was made.
The barn, built of stone and situated on a hill, had been oc-
cupied for nine years, during which time no unusual sickness
had occurred. About the first of March, the owner first
noticed that some of his cattle were sick ; he sent for a veteri-
nary surgeon, who pronounced the animals affected with
pleuro-pneumonia, and treated them accordingly.

On examination of several sick animals which were selected
for the purpose by the owner, it was evident that disease of
the lungs existed.

On removing the walls of the chest of a cow which died a
week previous, the left lung was found consolidated, present-
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iug the usual appearances of pneumonia; there was no ef-
fusion in the thorax, nor any evidence that pleuritis had exist-
ed. After returning to the barn, a more thorough examina-
tion was made of the animals ; several were found so severely
affected that recovery seemed impossible. The owner was re-
quested to forward the lungs to the Commissioners, of one
which was selected for the purpose, after the death of the
animal.

The lungs were received the 14th day after the examina-
tion and were examined, presenting the same general appear-
ance as the one examined at the farm.

The left lung was thoroughly consolidated, the right only
about one-third; the remainder appeared normal; the inter-
lobular tissue was not thickened, as was always found in the
case in contagious pleuro-pneumonia ; the pleural membrane
covering the lung was not inflamed and showed no evidenceo o
of effusion having at any time existed.

In reply to inquiries, Mr. Ford writes, date, June 3d :
"We

had on the first of March sixty-three head of cattle, and have
lost twelve cows since; seven others have slunk their calves,
four of which are dry. All the stock, except seven head, have
been ailing, coughing more or less,- they are all improving
now, Ave think, but they give but little milk.” A letter was
sent to Mr. Ford on the 19th of December, soliciting a state-
ment of the condition of the herd at the present time. No
answer has been received. From the examination of the ani-
mals before and after death, and their history (no animal hav-
ing been brought to the farm from November to the time of
the outbreak of the disease), it is evident that endemic
pneumonia was the disease which preArailed among the cattle
belonging to Mr. Ford.

European writers report such a disease as occasionally oc-
curring among cattle ; yet this is the first instance which has
come under the observation of the writers during nearly thirty
years’ practice among domestic animals.

During the past year, diseases among horses have occurred,
of an unusual character, entailing great losses, not only to
horse owners, but subjecting the whole business community
to inconvenience, —in fact nearly blocking the wheels of trade.

lii Feburary, 1872, many horses in Boston and vicinity
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were attacked with a disease called spinal-meningitis, by
some, paraplegia or paralysis of the hind-quarters. The
animal would appear in the usual health jvdien put to work,
but, after going a short distance, would be unable to pro-
ceed and with difficulty would be got back to the stable. If
taken early and treated properly, it is not a fatal disease. A
stimulant should be given at once, after which a laxative
(linseed oil is as good as any), followed by counter-irritation
applied over the loins (mustard paste thoroughly applied to
the skin), with blankets of hot water to keep up the warmth.
In some cases it is necessary to raise the horse upon his feet,
supporting him by slings, otherwise the animal will get
bruised, so that recovery would not be desirable. With good
food and careful nursing, a large percentage of those attacked
recover.

Another disease of a more serious character, though not
commonly fatal, made its appearance in this vicinity in Sep-
tember. We first heard of it in Canada; afterwards it
spread over all the New England States, and finally to every
part of our country.

It appeared in the form of catarrhal fever, affecting the
Schneiderian membrane from the nostril to the fauces, oc-
casionally, but rarely extending to the trachse or lungs. A
description of the symptoms of the disease is unnecessary, as
nearly every horse owner has recently witnessed them. In
the treatment, the symptoms are the guide; debility always
exists. Good, nourishing food, easily digestible, warm cloth-
ing, good air to breath, friction to the skin and extremities.

'h long continued rest, are the essentials for recover

At the time the Board submitted its last annual report there
was an unexpended balance of the appropriation of 1871, of
one thousand, eight hundred and forty-two dollars and thirty-
one cents ($1,842.31).

In accordance with the provisions of law this balance must
now revert to the general treasury, leaving the Board power-
less to perform the duties of their oifice should an emergency
occur requiring their action. The legislature in its wisdom
will determine the propriety of making a small appropriation
to enable the Commissioners to meet any necessity which may
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arise. During the past year the Commissioners, in the dis-
charge of their duties, have expended fifty-nine dollars and
eighty-eight cents ($59.88).

LEVI STOCKBRIDGE,
E. F. THAYER,

Commissioners on Contagious Diseases among Cattle.


