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The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was committed
the Act for the better organization of the fire department in
the city of Fitchburg, report that the Bill ought to pass.

GEO. A. TORREY, Chairman.

Commomomltl) of ittassacljusctts.

In Senate, February 28, 1873.
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AN ACT

For the Better Organization of the Fire Department
of the City of Fitchburg.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The city council of the city of Fitch-
2 burg may establish a tire department for said city,
3 to consist of a chief-engineer and as many assist-

-14 ant engineers, not exceeding eig'ht, and other
5 officers, and so many engine-men and other mem-
6 hers, as the city council, by ordinance, shall from
7 time to time prescribe; and said city council shall
8 have authority to make such provisions in regard
9 to the time and mode of appointment, and the oc-

-10 casion and mode of removal of either such officers
11 or members; to make such requirements in respect
12 to the qualifications and period of service; to de-
-13 fine their office and duties; to fix and pay such
14 compensation for their services; and, in general, to
15 make such regulations in regard to their conduct

(ftommcmiocaltl) of iftassacljusctte.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.



31873.] SENATE—No. 66.

16 and government, and to the management and con-
-17 duct of fires and persons attending at fires, sub-
-18 ject to the penalties provided for the breach of the
19 city ordinances, as shall be deemed expedient by
20 the city council: provided,

that the appointment
21 of engine-men, hose-men and hook and ladder
22 men shall be made by the mayor and aldermen.

1 Sect. 2. The powers and duties mentioned in
2 the preceding section, or any of them, may be ex-
-11 ereised and carried into effect by the said city
4 council in any manner which they, may by ordi-
-5 nance prescribe, and through the agency of any
6 persons, or any board or boards, to whom they may
7 delegate the same.

1 Sect. 3. The engineers or other officers of the
2 department, so appointed as aforesaid, shall have
3 the same authority in regard to the prevention and
4 extinguishment of fires, and the performance of
5 the other offices and duties now incumbent upon
6 the fire wards, as are now conferred upon fire
7 wards by the General Statutes or acts supplemen-
-8 tal thereto.
9 They shall also have authority, in compliance

10 with any ordinance of said city, to make an exam-
-11 ination of places where shavings and other com-
-12 bustible materials are collected or deposited, and
13 to require the removal of such materials or the
14 adoption of suitable safeguards against fire. And
15 said city council are hereby authorized to make
16 suitable ordinances upon this latter subject-matter,
17 and annex suitable penalties for the violation
18 thereof.
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1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 acceptance by the city council, but it shall not
3 operate upon existing laws relating to the fire de-
-4 partment of said city until a fire department is
5 establishment under the authority of this act.


