
SENATE No. 99.

The Committee on Terras, to which was committed the
petition of William L. Reed and others, of the towns of
Abington and East Bridgewater, to be set otf from said towns,
and the various petitions in aid of the same, report the accom-
panying Bill.

Per order,

MARTIN GRIFFIN.

dlommomucaltl) of illassacljusctte.

In Senate, March 13, 1873.
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AN ACT

To incorporate the Town of South Abington.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. All the territory now within the
2 towns of Abington and East Bridgewater, coni-

-3 prised within the following limits, that is to say:
4 beginning at a stone monument at the north-west
5 corner of the town of Hanson; thence running
6 easterly by the division line between said town of
7 Hanson and the town of Abington, to a stake
8 seventy-five rods east of the east side of Plymouth
9 Street; thence north-westerly three hundred and

10 fifty rods to a stake on a line, which, if continued,
11 would intersect the northerly line of Central
12 Street, at a point fifty feet westerly from the
13 south-west corner of the dwelling-house of Arioch
14 Thompson; thence westerly to a hornbeam tree
15 near the junction of Washington and South
16 Streets; thence westerly to a point in the division

€ommoiuucaltl) of ittasoacljusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.
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17 line between North Bridgewater and Abington,
18 twenty feet south of the south side of the bridge
19 near Pratt’s mills; thence running southerly, west-

-20 erly and easterly by the division line between
21 North Bridgewater and Abington to a stone monu-

-22 ment in said line at the north-west corner of East
23 Bridgewater; thence running southerly, westerly
24 and southerly by the division line between North
25 Bridgewater and Blast Bridgewater to a stone
26 monument where said division line runs south-
-27 westerly from Beaver Brook; then running south-
-28 easterly to the centre of the west end of the bridge
29 on Bedford Street, crossing Snell’s River; thence
30 running north-easterly to Washington Street, to a
31 point twenty-five rods south of a flat rock marked
32 with the letters A. 8., on the division line between
33 East Bridgewater and Abington; thence running
34 the same course to a stake in said division line;
35 thence running south-easterly by said division line
36 to a stone monument at the corner ofEast Bridge-
-37 water and Abington, and in the division line
38 between Abington and Hanson; thence running
39 northerly by the westerly line of the town of
40 Hanson to the point of beginning,—ishereby incor-
-41 porated into a town by the name of South Abing-
-42 ton; and said town of South Abington is hereby
43 invested with all the powers, privileges, rights and
44 immunities, and subject to all the duties and
45 requisitions to which other towns are entitled and
46 subjected by the constitution and laws of this
47 Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. The Inhabitants of said town of South
2 Abington shall be holden to pay all arrears of taxes
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3 which have been legally assessed upon them by
4 the towns of Abington and East Brigewater re-
-5 spectively; and all taxes heretofore assessed and
6 not collected shall be collected and paid to the
7 treasurers of the towns of Abington and East
8 Bridgewater, in the same manner as if this act had
9 not been passed; and until the next general valu-

-10 ation of estates in this Commonwealth, the town
11 of South Abington shall annually pay to the said
12 towns of Abington and East Bridgewater, respect-
-13 ively, the proportion of any state or county tax
14 which the saidtowns of Abington and East Bridge-
-15 water, respectively, may be required to pay upon
16 the inhabitants or estates hereby set off,—said pro-
-17 portion to be ascertained and determined by the
18 respective valuations ofAbington and East Bridge-
-19 water next preceding the passage of this act.

1 Sect. 3. Said towns of Abington, East Bridge-
-2 water and South A bington shall be respectively lia-
-3 ble for the support of all persons who now do, or

4'shall hereafter stand in need of relief as paupers,
5 whose settlement was gained, whether by original
6 acquisition or derivation within their respective lim-
-7 its; and the townof South Abington shall also pay
8 annually to the towns of Abington and East
9 Bridgewater, its proportion of all the costs paid by

10 the towns of Abington and East Bridgewater for
11 the support or relief of paupers whose settlement
12 was acquired in Abington or East Bridgewater,
13 respectively, or derived from a settlement acquired
14 in Abington or East Bridgewater in consequence
15 of military services in the war of the rebellion:
16 provided, that the person who rendered such mil-
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17 itary service was not at the time of his enlist-
-18 ment an inhabitant of Abington or East Bridge-
-19 water.

1 Sect. 4. The corporate property belonging to
2 the towns of Abington and East Bridgewater at
3 the date of the passage of this act, and the public
4 debt of said towns existing at said date, shall be
5 divided between the towns of Abington and South
6 Abington and between East Bridgewater and
7 South Abington, according to the valuation of the
8 property within their respective limits, as assessed
9 May first in the year eig'hteen hundred and seventy-

-10 two; and said town of South Abington shall re-
-11 ceive from said towns of Abington and East
12 Bridgewater, a proportionate part of whatever
13 amount may hereafter be refunded to said towns
14 of Abington and East Bridgewater, from the state
15 or the United States, to reimburse said towns of
16 Abington and East Bridgewater for bounties to
17 soldiers, or state aid paid to soldiers’ families, after
18 deducting all reasonable expenses; and said town
19 of South Abington shall hear the expense of mak-
-20 ing the survey and establishing the line between
21 said towns of Abington and East Bridgewater
22 and said town of South Abington.

1 Sect. 5. In case said towns of Abington,
2 East Bridgewater, and South Abington shall not
3 agree in respect to a division of property, debts,
4 town paupers, or state or county taxes, the supe-
-5 rior court for the county of Plymouth shall, upon
6 the petition of either town, appoint three commis-
-7 sioners ; and said petition may be filed, and ap-
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8
9

pointments made in vacation, to hear the parties
and determine the matters of differences ; and
their award, or the award of any two of them, being
accepted by said court, shall be final. And said
court shall have jurisdiction to render judgment,
or make any order or decree upon said award, to
issue execution, or any other proper process to en-
force such judgment, decree or order. But the
award shall not be set aside unless for fraud or
manifest error, in which case the court may recom-
mit the award, or appoint other commissioners
with the same powers and duties as the first, of
Avhose proceedings the court shall have the same
jurisdiction as herein before provided. In making
said award said commissioners shall assign the
real estate belonging to said towns of Ahington
and East Bridgewater, at the time of the passage
of this act, to the town within which said estate
shall be situated, so far as such division shall be
practicable.
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1 Sect. 6. The town of South Ahington shall,
2 until otherwise provided by law, continue to be a

3 part of the second congressional district, of the
4 second councillor district, and of the second Plym-
5 outh senatorial district. And the inhabitants of
6 said town of South Ahington shall vote for each
7 of said officers in the town of South Ahington.
8 The selectmen and clerk of said town of South
9 Ahington, in each of said cases, shall make returns

10 as if said town had existed at the time of the for-
-11 mation of said districts.

1 Sect. 7. The territory of the town of South
2 Ahington which has heretofore been a part of
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3 Abington, shall, for the purpose of electing repre-
-4 sentatives to the general court, remain a part of
5 the twelfth Plymouth representative district until
6 legally changed.
7 And the inhabitants on said territory shall vote
8 for said representatives in the town of South
9 Abington, at meetings legally called for that pur-

-10 pose; and the clerk of the town of South Abing-
-11 ton shall make returns and meet with the clerk of
12 the town of Abington for the purpose of ascer-
-13 taining the result of the election of representatives
14 for said twelfth Plymouth representative district,
15 and making certificates of the same at noon on the
16 day following said election, at the town clerk’s
17 office in said Abington.

1 Sect. 8. The territory of the town of South
2 Abington, which has heretofore been a part of
3 East Bridgewater, shall, until legally changed, re-
-4 main a part of the eleventh Plymouth representa-
-5 tive district, and the inhabitants thereof shall con-
-6 tinue to vote in the town of East Bridgewater for
7 representatives to the general court, but shall be
8 assessed and taxed only as inhabitants of the town
9of South Abington. The clerk of said town of

10 South Abington shall, before each election referred
11 to in this section, furnish to the clerk of the town

•

12 of East Bridgewater, seven days at least before
13 said election, a certified list of the voters resident
11 in said territory set off by this act, and qualified to
15 vote at such election.

1 Sect. 9. Any justice of the peace within and
2 for the county of Plymouth may issue his warrant,
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10 shall be served by publishing a copy thereof in
11 some newspaper printed in the county of Plymouth,
12 and by posting up copies thereof, attested by the
13 person to whom the same is directed, in three pub-
14 lie places in said town of South Abington, seven
15 days at least before such time of meeting. Such
16 justice, or in his absence, such inhabitant required
17 to notify the meeting, shall preside until the choice
18 of moderator in said meeting. The selectmen of
19 said towns of Abington and East Bridgewater
20 respectively, shall, before said meeting, prepare a
21 list of voters in said town of South Abington,
22 qualified to vote at said meeting, and shall deliver
23 the same to the person presiding at such meeting,
24 before the choice of a moderator thereof.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

3 directed to any inhabitant of the town of South
4 Abington, requiring him to notify and warn the
5 inhabitants thereof qualified to vote in town affairs,
6 to meet at the time and place therein appointed,
7 for the purpose of choosing all such town officers
8 as towns are by law authorized and required to
9 choose at their annual meetings ; and said warrant


