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The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom was
referred the petition of the mayor of Boston relative to the
support of the insane paupers in said city, or the building
of an additional state asylum for the insane, submit the
folio wins'

REPORT

The Committee lind, by a statute of 1838, that each county
was required to provide a suitable receptacle for insane per-
sons. Essex County has about sixty insane in the same
building used as the house of correction. With this excep-
tion, Suffolk is the only county that has done so.

In 1839 she built, and has since that time maintained at her
own expense, a hospital at South Boston, while at the same
time contributing her full share towards the erection and sup-
port of the hospitals for the care of the insane of the State.
The three already built have cost 8892,772. The amount
paid by Boston alone, of the state tax of $2,000,000 in 1872,
was $736,480, or 37 per centum of the whole amount. It
appears to be the policy of the State to provide for the insane
when desired to do so.

It is the duty of the Committee to visit the insane hospitals
of the State. We have found them all crowded to such an
extent as to be a very serious injury to the patients now in
them, and of course insufficient to accommodate those at the
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South Boston hospital. We find the average number in the
hospitals as follows :

The average number at the Worcester hospital in 1872, 453
Taunton “ “ 408
Northampton “ “ 429
South Boston “ “ 240

1,530
The highest number that can be cared for in each,

with a proper regard for their recovery, is as fol-
lows :

Worcester new hospital, . . . . 400
Taunton,* . . . ... .325
Northampton, . . , . . . 325

1,050.

Excess above proper accommodation, . . . 480

There was an increase in the numberof the insane last year
of sixty-three.

It is probable it will require three years to complete a new
hospital, and there should be added for three years at least
one hundred and fifty, making a total to be provided for, of
six hundred and thirty, which will more than fill all the hos-
pitals, including the new one. In this estimate no allowance
has been made for the increase of the population which in-
creased from 1865 to 1870 over thirty-eight thousand per
annum.

The census of 1850 gave 1 person insane to 592 of population.
1860 “ “ . 585
1870 “ “ 547

Showing that the number is continually increasing. The
almshouse at Tewksbury has heretofore afforded relief for
the incurables, but that is now full, its capacity being three
hundred, and at the date of the last report there were two
hundred and ninety-nine there.

The city of Boston, after having provided for her insane for
thirty-three years, now asks the State to assume the care of

This was built 250.
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them, in the same manner as the State provides for the insane
of all the other cities and towns in the Commonwealth, and ip
the opinion of the Committee, the city has a right to demand,
and the State has no right to refuse the request. We find
the number of insane in the hospitals in 1855 in excess of
proper accommodation was forty-two, yet a sufficient number
in the opinion of the Committee of that year, to report a bill
in favor of a new hospital, which resulted in the building of
the hospital at 'Taunton. It seems hardly necessary to add
anything to prove the necessity of providing at once for four
hundred and eighty now crowding our hospitals.

The bill provides that the new hospital shall be located
either in Middlesex or Essex County. These two counties,
with Suffolk County although the most populous, and paying
nearly two-thirds of the state tax, are compelled to go
with their insane a greater distance than any other counties
in the State.

Dr. Earle, the Superintendent of the Insane Hospital at
Northampton, in his last report says on this subject: "In
short, it appears to me that the necessity has already become
so pressing, that the legislature of the approaching winter
will come short of its duty to humanity and the true
interests of the citizens of the Commonwealth, if it fail to
enact a law authorizing the creation of new accommodations
for from three hundred to five hundred insane.”

The board of state charities in August last voted "that
in view of the present crowded condition of the state lunatic
hospital, additional accommodations for the care of the insane
should be provided.”

After giving the subject a careful consideration the Com-
mittee have come to the unanimous conclusion that the accom-
panying Bill ought to pass

ROBERT O. FULLER.
.SAMUEL M. GRIGGS.
FRANCIS D. STEDMAN.
B. B. BREED.
JOHN GATES.
THOMAS N. STONE,
H. J. TOLAND.
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AN ACT
To establish a Hospital for the Insane in the north-

eastern part of the State.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the advice and
2 consent of the council, is hereby authorized to
3 appoint three persons who shall be a board of
4 commissioners, with full power to purchase, sub-
-5 ject to the approval of the governor and council,
6 suitable real estate for a site for a new lunatic
7 hospital within either of the counties of Middlesex
8 or Essex, and to cause to be erected thereon suit-
-9 able buildings, sufficient to accommodate four

10 hundred patients, a superintendent, steward, as-
-11 sistant-physicians, and their families, and all
12 necessary subordinate officers and attendants.
13 And the said board shall have power to make all
14 contracts and to employ all agents necessary to
15 carry into effect the provisions of this act: pro-
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16 vided, that all contracts for the erection of build-
-17 ings and the purchase of materials and supplies
18 shall be approved by the governor, and council;
19 and provided, further, that the aggregate expenses
20 and liabilities incurred by virtue thereof shall not
21 exceed the sum of six hundred and fifty thousand
22 dollars. The said board shall present all their
23 accounts to the auditor for examination and
24 approval.

1 Sect. 2. In order to meet any expenses in-
-2 curred by said board under the provisions of this
3 act, the governor is hereby authorized to draw his
4 warrant on the treasurer of the Commonwealth
5 for such sums as may be required from time to
6 time for carrying out said provisions, and the sum
7 of six hundred and fifty thousand dollars is here-
-8 by appropriated, and the treasurer of the Com-
-9 monwealth is hereby authorized, upon the order of

10 the governor and council, to issue scrip or certifi-
-11 cates of debt to the amount of said appropriation,
12 which shall be expressed in such currency and
13 shall bear such rate of interest, not exceeding six
14 per centum per annum, as the governor and coun-
-15 cil may direct, and shall be redeemable in not less
16 than twenty nor more than thirty years from the
17 date thereof, and said treasurer shall sell or other-

-18 wise dispose of the same as he may deem proper,
19 subject to the approval of the governor and
20 council.

1 Sect. 3. The treasurer, under the direction of
2 the governor and council, may borrow, in antici-
-3 pation of the issue of scrip authorized as above,
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4 such sums as may be necessary for any of the
5 purposes of this act: provided , that the whole
6 amount borrowed by authority hereof and remaiu-
-7 ing unpaid shall, at no time, exceed the amount of
8 six hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


