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No. 114.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the Bill to authorize the city of Worcester to lay out a public
park, have duly considered the same, and report that the bill
ought to pass.

Per order,

CARROLL D. WRIGHT,
For the Committee.

(Eommomocaltl) of illassadjusetts.

In Senate, March 19, 1873.
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AN ACT
To authorize the City of Worcester to lay out a Pub-

lic Park.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The city of Worcester, by its city
2 council, is hereby authorized at any tune within
3 two years after the passage of this act, to take and
4 hold, by purchase or otherwise, for the purposes
5 of a public park, all or any part of the land in
6 said city which is hounded northerly by Highland
7 Street, easterly partly by the new common and
8 partly by North Newton Street, and southerly and
9 westerly by Pleasant Street.

1 Sect. 2. Said city shall within sixty days after
2 said city council shall vote to take any land under
3 this act, file in the registry of deeds for the county
4 of Worcester, a description of the land taken,
5 sufficiently accurate for identification, which de-
-6 scription shall be signed by the mayor ot said city,

(Homnunuuealtl) of illassadjugetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.
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7 and the title of the land taken shall vest in the
8 city from the time of filing such description.

1 Sect. 3. The city of Worcester shall be liable
2 to pay all damages which shall be sustained by any
3 persons by the taking of any land under this act;
4 and if the owner of any land taken shall not agree
o with said city upon the damages to be paid there-
-6 for, he may apply by petition for the assessment
7 of his damages within one year after he shall have
8 notice of such taking, to the superior court, in the
9 county of Worcester; and said court shall there-

in upon, after due notice to said city, appoint three
11 commissioners, who, after hearing the parties, shall
12 assess said damages, and the award of said coin-
-13 missioners, or a major part of them, being returned
14 into and accepted by said court shall be final, and
15 judgment shall be rendered thereon for the prevail-
-16 ing party, with costs, unless one of the parties
17 shall claim a trial by jury, as hereinafter pro-
-18 vided.

1 Sect. 4. If either of said parties shall be dis-
-2 satisfied with the amount of the damages awarded
3 by said commissioners, such party may at the term
4 at which said award shall be accepted, or at the
5 next term thereafter claim a trial by jury; and
6 said court shall thereupon order a trial to be had
7 at the bar of said court in the same manner in
8 which other civil causes are there tried by jury.

1 Sect. 5. The said city may at any time after
2 the entry of said petition offer in court and con-
-3 sent in writing that a sum therein specified may be
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4 awarded as damages to the petitioner; and if the
5 petitioner shall not accept the same within thirty
6 days after he has received notice of said offer, or
7 within such further time as the court shall for good
8 cause grant, and shall not finally recover a greater
9 sum than the sum offered, not including- interest on

10 the sum recovered in damages from the date of
11 the offer, the said city shall be entitled to recover
12 its costs after said date, and said petitioner, if he
13 recovers damages, shall be allowed his costs only
14 to the date of the offer.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect when it
2 shall he submitted to and approved by a majority
3 of the legal voters of the city of Worcester, pres-
-4 ent and voting thereon by ballot, at meetings to be
5 held simultaneously for that purpose in the several
6 wards, which meetings shall be called in the same
7 manner as other legal meetings of said wards are
8 called.


