
SENATE No. 206.

[House, No. 302, as passed by that branch.]

AN ACT
Relating to the attendance of Children at School.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

€mnmonu)caltl) of iilassacljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.

1 Sect. 1. Section one of chapter forty-one of
2 the General Statutes is amended to read as fol-
-3 lows:—
4 Every person having under his control a child
5 between the ages of eight and twelve years, shall
6 annually cause such child to attend some public
7 day school in the city or town in which he resides
8 at least twenty weeks; and for every neglect of
9 such duty the party offending shall forfeit to the
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10 use of the public schools of such city or town a
IT sum not exceeding twenty dollars; but if the party
12 so neglecting, was not able, by reason of poverty,
13 to send such child to school; or such child has
14 attended a private day school, approved by the
15 school committee of such city or town for a like
16 period of time; or is regularly attending a public
17 or private day school, known as a half-time school,
18 also approved by them; or that such child has
19 been otherwise furnished with the means of educa-
-20 tion for a like period of time, or has already ac-
-21 quired the branches of learning taught in the pub-
-22 lie schools; or if his physical or mental condition
23 is such as to render such attendance inexpedient
24 or impracticable, the penalty before mentioned
25 shall not be incurred: provided, that no objection
26 shall be made by tbe school committee to any such
27 school on account of the religious teaching in said
28 school.

1 Sect. 2. The second section of chapter forty-
-2 one of the General Statutes is amended to read as
3 follows:
4 The truant officers and the school committee of
5 the several cities and towns shall vigilantly inquire
6 into all cases of neglect of the duty prescribed in
7 the preceding section, and ascertain the reasons, if
8 any, therefor; and such truant officers, or any of
9 them, shall, when so directed by the school com-

10 mittee, prosecute, in the name of the city or town,
11 any person liable to the penalty provided for in the
12 preceding section.

1 Sect. 3. Justices of police or district courts,
2 trial justices, trial justices of juvenile offenders,
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3 and judges of probate shall have jurisdiction
4 within their respective counties of the offences
5 described in this act.

House of Representatives, April 30, 1873.

Passed to be engrossed
O

Sent up for concurrence.

Chas. H. Tatloe, Clerk.




