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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seven!).

AN ACT
To incorporate the Southbridge and Palmer Railroad

Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same , as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. S. C. Hartwell, Emory L. Bates, James
2 G. Allen, their associates and successors, are hereby
3 made a corporation by the name of the Southbridge
4 and Palmer Railroad Company; with all the powers
5 and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restric-
-6 tions and liabilities set forth in the general laws which
7 now are, or hereafter may be in force relating to rail-
-8 road corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said corporation is hereby authorized to
2 locate, construct, maintain and operate a railroad,
3 with one or more tracks, commencing at some con-
-4 venient point on the Boston, Hartford and Erie Rail-
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5 road, in the town of Southbridge, and thence running
6 up the valley to the Quinebaug River through the
7 towns of Southbridge, Sturbridge and Brimfield;
8 thence through said town of Brimfield to the valley of
9 the Elbow brook in the west part of the town ; thence

10 by said last named valley and the valley of the Qua-
-11 boag River, through the towns of Monson and Palmer
12 to some point on the line of the Boston and Albany
13 Railroad, the New London Northern Railroad, or the
14 Ware River Railroad, at or near the junction of said
15 railroads in said town of Palmer.

1 Sect. 3. Said corporation may enter with its rail-
-2 road upon, unite the same with, and use the railroad
3 of the Boston, Hartford and Erie Railroad Company
4 at Southbridge, the railroads of the Boston and Al-
-5 bany Railroad Company, the New London Northern
6 Railroad Company, and the Ware River Railroad
7 Company, or either of them, at Palmer, and each
8 of the said several railroad companies may respec-
-9 tively enter with its road upon, unite the same with

10 and use the road of the Southbridge and Palmer Rail-
-11 road Company, subject to the provisions of the general
12 laws.

1 Sect. 4. The capital stock of said corporation
2 shall not exceed the sum of eight hundred thousand
3 dollars, nor be less than three hundred thousand
4 dollars, and shall be divided into shares of one hun-
-5 dred dollars each, the number of which shall be de-
-6 termined from time to time by its directors.

1 Sect. 5. The towns of Southbridge, Sturbr
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2 Brimfield, Holland, Wales and Palmer, may severally
3 subscribe for and hold shares of the capital stock, or

4 the securities of said railroad corporation, to an

5 amount not exceeding five per centum of the valua-
-6 tion of said towns, respectively, for the year in which
7 the subscription shall be made ; provided, that two-
-8 thirds of the legal voters of said towns, respectively,
9 present and voting by ballot, and using the check-list,

10 at a legal meeting, duly called for the purpose, shall
11 vote to subscribe for such shares or securities; and
12 provided, also, that the total amount of all subscrip-
-13 tions of said towns, respectively, which have been or
14 may be made to the stock or securities of any railroad
15 corporation or corporations under authority of this or
16 any previous act, shall not exceed five per centum of
17 the assessed valuation of said towns, respectively.
18 Said towns may pay for such shares or securities, so
19 voted to be taken out of their respective treasuries,
20 and may raise by loan upon bonds, or tax, or other-
-21 wise, any and all sums of money which may be neces-
22 sary to pay for the same, and may hold and dispose of
23 the same like other town property; and the select-
-24 men of said towns, respectively, or any agent specially
25 chosen for the purpose, shall have authority to
26 represent said towns, respectively, at any and all
27 meetings of said corporation, and may vote on the
28 Avhole amount of the stock so held, anything in chap-
-29 ter sixty-three of the General Statutes to the contrary
30 notwithstanding.

1 Sect. 6. Said corporation is hereby authorized to
2 mortgage its railroad, franchise and other property,
3 real or personal, then or thereafter acquired, to secure
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4 any contracts, indebtedness or bonds that may at any
5 time be made or issued by said corporation, in ac-
-6 cordance with the laws of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 7. Said corporation is hereby authorized to
2 sell or lease its railroad, franchise and other property,
3 or such parts of said railroad as may, from time to
4 time, be completed, to the Boston, Hartford and Erie
5 Railroad Company, the Boston and Albany Railroad
6 Company, the New London Northern Railroad Com-
-7 pany, or the Ware River Railroad Company, upon
8 such terms as may be agreed upon by the directors of
9 the contracting corporations; and either of said com-

10 panies are hereby authorized to purchase or hire the
11 same.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage, and shall be void unless said railroad shall be
3 located within three years, and constructed within six
4 years from the passage hereof.




