
SENATE No. 207.

In Senate April 27, 1870.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was committed
the Order to “ inquire and report where the State commis-
sioner appointed to purchase and sell spirituous and intoxi-
cating liquors has purchased, or customarily purchases, such
liquors in violation of law, or of persons who have sold, or
advertised to sell, such liquors in violation of law, since June
19, 18u9 ; and generally to inquire of whom said commis-
sioner has purchased such liquors,” having considered the
same,

That they find in answer to the last item of inquiry, that the
commissioner has purchased liquors of the following persons
and firms :—C. A. Richards & Co., of Boston, whiskey and for.
eign liquors ; A. P. Lauten, of Boston, various liquors (princi-
pally wines) from the stock formerly held by John I. Baker,
the former commissioner ; D. Lawrence & Son, of Boston, Med-
ford rum ; Jonas H. French, of Boston, a cheaper quality of
rum; John Tracey & Co., of Boston, alcohol; Chester H.
Graves, of Boston, alcohol ; Ives Beecher & Co., of New York,
“ Cutter ” whiskey; Chenery & Co., of Boston, Holland gin ;

Horsey, of Maryland, “Horsey” whiskey; P. E. Yates,
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of Boston, native wines ; F. F. Brannan, of New York, California
wines ; W. J. Smith & Brothers, of Boston, ale and porter.

Of these purchases, nearly all were made during the first six
months immediately succeeding the passage of the law under
which the commissioner was appointed ; the exceptions consist-
ing mainly of the California wines and domestic liquors.

As to the first inquiry, “ whether the commissioner has pur-
chased, or customarily purchases, liquors in violation of law,”
your Committee find that certain parties have sold domestic
liquors to the commissioner without any authority of law, but
whether the commissioner has purchased in violation of law de-
pends upon the construction given to the statutes, and which
your Committee think better adapted to a judicial than a legis-
lative inquiry. Your Committee therefore respectfully ask to
be excused from giving their opinion upon this branch of the
the Order.

As to the purchase of foreign liquors, your Committee find
that the law requires that “ all liquors of foreign production kept
or sold by said commissioner, shall be imported by him or under
his direction”; that this section of the law went into effect
December 19, 1869; that since that time the commissioner has
imported such liquors in accordance with the law, as he claims,
by and through Mr. C. A. Richards under his (the commission-
er’s) direction ; that your Committee are not prepared to say
that the construction thus given to the law by the commissioner
is not correct, but having thus reported the facts, it is for future
legislation to revise the law, if found defective in this particular.

As to that branch of the Order respecting purchasing of per-
sons who have “ advertised to sell liquors in violation of law,”
your Committee found that the commissioner had purchased
liquors of C. A. Richards & Co., of Boston, and that an adver-
tisement purporting to come from that firm had been published
in certain newspapers of Boston, to the effect that that firm
were prepared to sell certain liquors to any one who might wish
to buy the same, and your Committee are not aware of any law
which would authorize such sales as thus advertised.

All of which is respectfully submitted

N. J. HOLDEN, Chairman.


