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AN ACT
Providing for the establishment of True Meridian Lines,

and for regulating the practice of Surveying in this
State.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. It shall be the duty of the county com-

-2 missioners of each county of this Commonwealth,
3 within one year from and after the passage of this act,
4 to erect on land situated in the county, at such place
5 or places in the several counties as the public conve-
-6 nience may require and under the direction of a com-

-7 missioner to be appointed by the governor and coun-

-8 cil, a true meridian line or lines, to be perpetuated by
9 substantial stone-posts or pillars, upon whose summits

10 shall be firmly and immovably fixed brass or copper
11 points to indicate the true range of such meridian;
12 the said posts or pillars to be and to remain the prop-
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13 erty of the county wherein the same shall be located,
14 under the custody and care of the county commis-
-15 sioners of said county, to be free to the access of any
16 surveyor or civil engineer residing in said county, or
17 engaged in surveying therein, for the purpose of test-
-18 ing the variation of the compass for the time being;
19 and the expense attending the same shall be paid
20 from the treasury of the several counties.

1 Sect. 2. Said pillars or posts shall be constructed
2 and erected in the following manner: Each post
3 shall be of granite or other equally durable stone,
4 shall be at least eight feet in length, eighteen inches
5 square at the base, and one foot square at the top ;

6 three posts of this description shall be erected in an
7 exact line, north and south, and distant from each
8 other, not less than two hundred feet; these stone
9 pillars shall be set firmly in the ground, and protected

10 from upheaval by the frost. The top of each post
11 shall be tapered to a square or circle of eight inches
12 diameter on which shall be placed a brass or copper
13 cap of circular form, on which shall be plainly en-
14 graved a cross indicating the four cardinal points and
15 marked by the letters N. S. E, W., or the words
16 North, South, East, West, each letter or word on its
17 relative arm or point, the said brass or copper cap to
18 be firmly fastened to the pillar either by brass or

19 copper bolts,

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of every land surveyor
2 in the state, at least once in every year, to adjust and
3 verify his compass by the meridian line so established
4 in the county wherein his surveys are to be made, and
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5 to insert in his field notes the true as well as the
6 magnetic bearings of the lines of his surveys, and the
7 day on which the lines were run.

1 Sect. 4. It shall be the duty of the commissioners
2 of the several counties aforesaid, to procure a book of
3 records to be kept by the clerk of the courts, or any
4 person appointed by the county commissioners to keep
5 said book of records, which shall be accessible to all
6 persons wishing to refer thereto, and every surveyor
7 on having adjusted his compass as aforesaid, shall
8 enter therein the variation of his compass from the
9 true meridian, whether east or west, and shall sub-

-10 scribe his name and affidavit thereto.

1 Sect. 5. Any surveyor who shall neglect or refuse
2 to comply with the provisions of this act, shall for
3 every such neglect or refusal be subject to a fine of
4 ten dollars, to be recovered on complaint made before
5 any court of competent jurisdiction, one half to be
6 paid to the person making the complaint, and the
7 other half to the county within which such complaint
8 shall be made.

1 Sect. 6. It shall be the duty of the governor and
2 council to appoint some competent person as com-
-3 missioner to superintend the erection of said posts or
4 pillars, and to inspect and verify by astronomical
5 observations, the meridian lines so established, who
6 shall make a report of his doings thereon, with a full
7 and accurate description of the monuments, the lati-
-8 tude and longitude of the same; also the declination
9 of the needle for the time being upon each of the said
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10 meridian lines, and deposit a record thereof with the
11 clerk of the courts in each of the counties aforesaid ;

12 and the said commissioner shall be paid for his ser-
-13 vices from the treasury of the Commonwealth, such
14 compensation as by the governor and council may
15 be deemed equitable and just.

1 Sect. 7. Any person or persons who shall wilfully
2 displace, alter, deface, destroy or otherwise injure any
3 of the posts or fixtures thereof, shall be punished,
4 upon complaint and conviction before any court of
5 competent jurisdiction, by fine not exceeding two
6 hundred dollars, one half to be paid to the complain-
-7 ant, and the other half to the county wherein such
8 offence may have been committed.




