
SENATE.. .No. 282.

The Committee on Agriculture, to whoin was committed so
much of the Governor’s address as relates to road making,

That in the opinion of the Committee few questions have been
presented to the consideration of the legislature of equal im-
portance to that of the permanent and systematic improvement
of our common roads. There can be no doubt, that true econ-
omy in the transportation of goods, and the comfort of the
public, both require a different and better system of construct-
ing and maintaining public highways. It is stated on good
authority that the roads of several European countries are far
better than ours, and are kept in good condition, with less ex-
pense, and with no better facilities than are usually found in
this'Commonwealth. The experience of these countries, and
the opinions of competent engineers both point to the conclusion
that the development of a better system of common roads in
this Commonwealth, is practicable and should be undertaken
by the State. This would necessarily involve the creation of a
new department of state and the expenditure of large amounts
of money. Such a step should be carefully considered before
it is undertaken, and the details carefully matured. It would
require an investigation of the systems adopted elsewhere, and
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the practical difficulties to be overcome here, which your Com-
mittee has had no means to make.

The publication of the Essays on Road Making presented to
this legislature has awakened public interest in this subject
and directed the attention of engineers in this direction ; and
while your Committee are of the opinion that for several reasons
it would bo injudicious for the present legislature to attempt to
initiate a State system of road improvement, they think that
every effort should be made to awaken public inquiry and to
collect information which will assist a future legislature to
rightly solve this important problem.

To this end they recommend the passage of the accompany-
ing Resolve.

Per order,

JOS. S. HOWE.
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RESOLVE
To aid in obtaining Information concerning Roads in this Com-

monwealth.

Resolved, That the secretary of the state board of agricul-
ture be and he is hereby required to obtain from the mayor and
aldermen of cities, and the selectmen of towns, on or before the
first day of December next, for the use of the next legislature,
answers to the following question.

Ist. What number of miles of public highways within the
limits of your city or town ?

2d. What has been the amount expended by your city or
town for the repairs of highways ? Average for the last five
years and exclusive of amount paid for breaking out roads in
winter ?

3d. What is the number of surveyors of highways in your
city or town ?

4th. What the kind of material used in covering and repairing
roads ?

sth. What number and kind of bridges are supported wholly
or in part by the city or town ?

6th. Are the road taxes paid in money or labor ?

7th. How much has the city or town paid during the past
five years for damages or legal defence in consequence of
alleged defects in the roads ?
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