
SENATE No. 276.

The Committee on Salaries, to whom was committed the
Report of the Committee of 1866 on Salaries, report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

E. L. BARNEY, Chairman.

In Senate, May 29, 1867.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Seven.

AN ACT
Fixing the Salaries of the Justices and Clerks of certain

Police Courts and defining their jurisdiction in Crim-
inal and Civil Cases.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same , as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The justices and clerks of the several
2 police courts in the districts hereinafter named shall
3 receive from the treasury of the Commonwealth annual
4 salaries, payable quarterly, as follows:
5 Adams, the justice, six hundred dollars
6 Cambridge, the justice, seventeen hundred dollars
7 the clerk, nine hundred dollars;
S Charlestown, the justice, fifteen hundred dollars;
9 the clerk, eight hundred dollars ;

10 Chicopee, the justice, nine hundred dollars;
11 Fall Fiver, the justice, thirteen hundred dollars ;

12 the clerk, eight hundred dollars ;
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13 Lawrence, the justice, sixteen hundred dollars; the
14 clerk, nine hundred dollars;
15 Lee, the justice, four hundred dollars ;

16 Lowell, the justice, eighteen hundred dollars; the
17 clerk, one thousand dollars;
18 Lynn, the justice, thirteen hundred dollars; the
19 clerk, seven hundred dollars ;

20 Salem, the justice, fourteen hundred dollars; the
21 clerk, eight hundred dollars ;

22 New Bedford, the justice, twelve hundred dollars;
23 Pittsfield, the justice, nine hundred dollars;
24 lioxbury, the justice, seventeen hundred dollars;
25 the clerk, eight hundred dollars;
26 Milford, the justice, nine hundred dollars ;

27 -Springfield, the justice, two thousand dollars;
28 Taunton municipal court, the justice, one thousand
29 dollars ; the clerk, seven hundred dollars;
30 Worcester, the justice, eighteen hundred dollars;
31 the clerk, one thousand dollars;
32 Williamstown, the justice, four hundred dollars ;

33 and all such salaries shall be paid from the first day
34 of January last.

1 Sect. 2. Each of the justices of the police courts
2 in the Commonwealth and the municipal court at
3 Taunton may retain to their own use from the fees
4 received in said courts all sums paid by them for ser-

-5 vices of any special justices, provided the sum so re-

-6 tained shall not in any one year exceed eight per cent.
7 of the annual salary of such justice. But no justice
8 or clerk of said courts shall receive any compensation,
9 besides his regular salary or allowance, for making or

10 issuing in any capacity complaints, warrants, subpoc-
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11 nas, or other process, which he is by law authorized
12 to issue, or for any service performed by him in the
13 discharge of his official duties in said court.

1 Sect. 3. The several police courts in the Common-
-2 wealth, in their respective counties, shall have, con-
-3 currently with the superior court, jurisdiction of
4 cases of assault and battery, (except when committed
5 with intent to commit some other offence, or with a
G weapon dangerous to life, or where the life of the
7 person assaulted is in danger, or such person is
8 maimed,) and in such case may punish by imprison-
-9 ment in the jail or house of correction not exceeding

10 one year, or by fine not exceeding one hundred dol-
-11 lars; and also of the offences named in the twenty-
-12 seventh section of the fiftieth chapter of the General
13 Statutes.

1 Sect. 4. The said police courts, within their respec-
-2 tive counties, shall have original jurisdiction of all
3 actions of contract, tort or replevin when the debt or
4 damages demanded, or value of the property alleged
6 to be detained, do not exceed twenty dollars, and orig-
G inal and concurrent jurisdiction with the superior
7 court in all such cases where the debt or damage
8 demanded, or property replevied, is more than twenty
9 dollars and does not exceed three hundred dollars, and

10 of all processes arising under the provisions of chap-
-11 ters one hundred and thirty-seven and one hundred
12 and fifty of the General Statutes, to the extent afore-
-13 said.

1 Sect. 5. The defendant, in any action or proceed-
-2 ing where the ad damnum in the writ or property
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3 claimed is more than fifty dollars, or any person in
4 his behalf, on the day of the return thereof, at which
5 such defendant is held by law to appear, may make
6 oath or affirmation before a justice of the peace that
7 he verily believes he has a substantial defence; that
8 the amount in controversy exceeds fifty dollars; that
9 he intends to bring the same to trial, and requests

10 that the same may be removed to the superior court.
11 It shall be immediately transferred, with the papers
12 therein, to the clerk of that court, and be by him
13 forthwith entered, at the charge of the party remov-
-14 ing the same, and the cause proceed as if originally
15 brought in that court.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




