
SENATE....No. 94.

Washington, D. C., Jan. 20,1868.

His Excellency Alex’e H. Bullock, Governor of Massachusetts.

Sir:—At the last annual meeting of the Board of Commis-
sioners having charge of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery at
Gettysburg, Pa.,held in this city on the fourth day of December
last, the following Resolution was adopted and the undersigned
were appointed to carry out its provisions.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to take
such steps or proceedings as may be deemed necessary by them
to secure the transfer of, and supervision of the National
Cemetery at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, upon its completion,
to the United States Government.

The reasons for the action of the Board of Commissioners
as above set forth, are, that as the General Government has
established a large number of National Cemeteries in various
parts of the country for the burial of the remains of the soldiers
belonging to the armies of the United States who were killed
in battle, or died of wounds or disease during the late rebellion,
and have collected and buried the remains of the soldiers
therein, and that Congress by an Act, entitled “An Act
to estsblish and protect National Cemeteries,” which was
“approved February 22d, 1867,” has made’provisions for the
superintendence, care and maintenance of the various National
Cemeteries established and to be established throughout the
country ; that it would best serve the interest and care of the
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Cemetery by having the title to it now vested in the State of
Pennsylvania as Trustee, together with the care and super-
vision thereof, transferred to the General Government, and
placed under the charge of the Secretary of War, to be man-
aged in accordance with the provisions as set forth in the Act
of Congress before mentioned.

In order that the wishes of the Board of Commissioners for
the transfer of the Cemetery may be speedily carried out, the
Committee inclose a Preamble and Resolution, of which the
following is a copy, and respectfully ask that your Excellency
will submit them to the Legislature of your State, with the
recommendation that they be adopted.

Whereas, That by an act entitled “An Act to establish and
to protect National Cemeteries, approved February 22d, 1867,”
Congress has adopted an uniform system for the management
and care of all the Soldiers’ National Cemeteries throughout
the United States, and made provisions for their maintainance ;

therefore, be it
Resolved, By the of the State of

, that wc respectfully request of, and recommend
to the Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania the passage of
an act empowering the Board of Commissioners having charge
of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery at Gettysburg, to transfer
all the right, title

, interest and care of said Soldiers’ National
Cemetery to the General Government upon the completion of
the same.

The act passed by Congress providing for the care and man-
agement of the National Cemeteries is very liberal in its pro-
visions ; providing, among other things, a keeper for each and
every Cemetery, who shall be selected from among the soldiers
of the United States army who have been partially disabled by
reason of wounds received in battle during the late rebellion ;

also requiring the appointment of an Inspector to be taken
from the officers of the regular army, with not less than the
rank of Major, whose duty it shall be to annually inspect all
of the National Cemeteries and report to the Secretary of War
their condition ; who, in turn, is required to make an annual
report to Congress of their condition and the necessary amount
required to provide for their care and maintainance. Should
the Cemetery after itg completion remain under the control
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and supervision of the Board of Commissioners, as required
by the “.Act of Incorporation,” it will be necessary for the
States (eighteen in number,) having soldiers buried therein, to
make appropriations from time to time to provide for its proper
care. Under the circumstances requiring the care of the
Cemetery to be divided among so many parties interested, it is
likely in time to become neglected, and will entail greater
expense than it would if placed under the care and supervision
of the General Government, under whose control it will be
well managed and the expenses incurred thereby more equally
proportioned.

Trusting that the action of the Board of Commissioners will
meet with your approval, and that the Resolution presented by
the Committee may be recommended by you to the Legislature
for adoption and receive its early concurrence,

We arc, very respectfully,
Your ob’t serv’ts,

W. YATES SELLECK, of Wisconsin.
ROBT. H. McCURDY, of New York.
DAVID WILLS, of Pennsylvania,
ALEXANDER RAMSEY, of Minnesota.
T. W. FERRY, of Michigan.

The undersigned, Commissioner for the State of Massachu-
setts on Board of Trustees of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery
at Gettysburg, Pa., would respectfully recommend to His Excel-
lency the Governor, and the Honorable Legislature of Massa-
chusetts, the adoption of the request to the Legislature of the
State of Pennsylvania for the passage of an Act, empowering
the Commissioners to transfer all the right, title, interest and
care of said Cemetery to the General Government of the United
States, upon its completion, for the reasons set forth in the
foregoing circular, addressed to His Excellency the Governor,
under date of January 20th, 1868.

HENRY EDWARDS,
Commissioner for Massachusetts.

Boston, February 21, 1868. *
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Whereas, That by an act, entitled u An Act to establish and
protect National Cemeteries, approved February 22d, 1867,”
Congress has adopted an uniform system for the management
and care of all the Soldiers’ National Cemeteries throughout
the United States, and made provisions for their maintainance ;

therefore, be it
Resolved , By the of the State of

that we respectfully request of, and recommend
to the Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania the passage of
an act empowering the Board of Commissioners having charge
of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery at Gettysburg, to transfer
all the right, title, interest and care of said Soldiers’ National
Cemetery to the General Government upon the completion of
the same.

JOINT RESOLUTION.
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Washington, D. C., Jan. 20,1868.

His Excellency Alex’e H. Bullock, Governor of Massachusetts.

Sir :—At the last annual meeting of the Board of Trustees
having charge of the Antietam National Cemetery at Sharps-
burg, Md., held in this city on the fifth day of December last,
the following Resolution was adopted and the undersigned were
appointed a committee to carry out its provisions.

“ Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed who are
hereby directed to take such steps as they may find necessary
and expedient to secure the transfer of the care and super-
vision of the Antietam National Cemetery, upon its completion,
to the United States Government.”

The reasons for the action of the Board above
sot forth, are, that as the General Government has established
a large number of National Cemeteries in various parts of the
country for the burial of the remains of the soldiers belonging
to the armies of the United States who were killed in battle,
or died of wounds or disease during the larte rebellion, and
have collected and buried the remains of the soldiers therein,
and that Congress by an Act, entitled “ An Act to establish and
protect National Cemeteries,” which wr as “ approved February
22d, 1867,” has made provisions for the superintendence, care
and maintainance of the various National* Cemeteries estab-
lished and to be established throughout the country; that it
would best serve the interests and care of the Cemetery by
having the title to it now vested in the State of Maryland as
Trustee, together with the care and supervision thereof, trans-
ferred to the General Government, and placed under the
charge of the Secretary of War, to bo managed in accordance
with the provisions as set forth in the Act of Congress before
mentioned.
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In order that the wishes of the Board of Trustees for the
transfer of the Cemetery may be speedily carried out, the Com-
mittee inclose a Preamble and Resolution, of which the follow-
ing is a copy, and respectfully ask that your Excellency will
submit them to the Legislature of your State, with the recom-
mendation that they be adopted.

Whereas, That by an Act entitled “An Act to establish
and to protect National Cemeteries, approved February 22d,
1867,” Congress has adopted an uniform system for the man-
agement and care of all the Soldiers’ National Cemeteries
throughout the United States, and made provisions for their
maintainance; therefore, be it

Resolved, By the of the State of
, that we respectfully request of, and recommend

to the Legislature of the State of Maryland the passage of an
act empowering the Board of Trustees having charge of the
Antietam National Cemetery at Sharpsburg, Md., to transfer
all the right, title , interest and care of said Antietam National
Cemetery to the General Government upon the completion of
the same. *

The Act passed by Congress providing for the care and man-
agement of the National Cemeteries is very liberal in its pro-
visions ; providing, among other things, a keeper for each and
every Cemetery, who shall be selected from among the soldiers
of the United States army who have been partially disabled by
reason of wounds received in battle during the late rebellion ;

also requiring the appointment of an Inspector to be taken
from the officers of the regular army, with not less than the
rank of Major, whose duty it shall be to annually inspect all
of the National Cemeteries and report to the Secretary of War
their condition; who in turn is required to make an annual
report to Congress of their condition and necessary amount
required to provide for their care and maintainance. Should
the Cemetery after its completion remain under the control
and supervision of the Board of Trustees, as required by the
“ Act of Incorporation,” it will be necessary for the States
having soldiers buried therein, to make appropriations from
time to time to provide for its proper care. Under the circum-
stances requiring the care of the Cemetery to be divided
among so many parties interested, it is likely in time to become
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neglected, and will entail greater expense than it would if
placed under the care and supervision of the General Govern-
ment, under whose control it will be well managed and the
expenses incurred thereby more equally proportioned.

Trusting that the action of the Board of Commissioners will
meet with your approval, and that the Resolution presented by
the Committee may be recommended by you to the Legislature
for adoption and receive its early concurrrence,

We are, very respectfully,
Your ob’t serv’ts,

W. YATES SELLECK, of Wisconsin.
ALEXANDER RAMSEY, of Minnesota.
EDWARD SHRIYER, of Maryland.
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Whereas, That by an act, entitled “ An Act to establish and
protect National Cemeteries, approved February 22d, 1867,”
Congress has adopted an uniform system for the management
and care of all the Soldiers’ National Cemeteries throughout
the United States, and made provisions for their maintainance;
therefore, be it

Resolved, By the of the State of
that we respectfully request of, and recommend

to the Legislature of the State of Maryland the passage of an
act empowering the Board of Trustees having charge of the
Antietam National Cemetery at Sharpsburg, Md., to transfer
all the right, title, interest and care of said Antietam National
Cemetery to the General Government upon the completion of
the same.

JOINT RESOLUTION.


