
SENATE....No. 216.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives , in
General Court convened:

The undersigned, in behalf of the Woman Suffrage Associ-
ation of Springfield, would respectfully protest against any grant
of money from the treasury of the Commonwealth in aid of col-
leges and institutions of learning which refuse to admit as
pupils girls and young women on equal terms with boys and
young men; and this for the reasons following:

We understand the treasury of the Commonwealth to be
supplied from the results of the labor of both sexes of our citi-
zens. What is paid in the form of taxes is directly paid in
part by women who own property ; but the whole amount is
drawn from the resources of an industrious people, among
whom a considerable majority of those able to labor are women.
According to the last census, taken in 1865, the number of
males between the ages of fifteen and fifty years was 807,784,
while the number of females was 363,267, an excess of 55,483,
or more than eight per cent, of the whole number. That is to
say, of the population within the most productive period of
life, less than 46 per cent, were men and boys, while more than
54 per cent, were women and girls. It is evident, therefore,
that, unless the labor of a woman is much less productive than
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that of a man, the annual income derived from industry ia
Massachusetts, and from which the revenues of the State ulti-
mately come, is the work of women quite as much as of men.
If this be so, the injustice of depriving women of an equal
share in the privileges for which those revenues are expended,
will at once be seen.

What, then, are the facts in respect to grants made by the
State in aid of education, as regards the equal privileges of the
two sexes ? In the public schools, supported by municipal tax-
ation, but aided slightly by the State from the income of the
school fund, it is true, generally speaking, that the two sexes
have equal advantages. But beyond this, there is a great in-
equality, and the weight of it falls almost wholly upon those
girls and young women who are seeking to obtain an education
higher than the public schools can give.

We have in Massachusetts seven colleges or universities,
namely: Harvard College, Williams College, Amherst College,
Tufts College, the Institute of Technology, the Catholic Col-
lege at Worcester, the Agricultural College at Amherst. The
students of all these institutions are exclusively boys and
young men, and they number upwards of fifteen hundred. All
of them have received money from the State, except the Catho-
lic College, and the aggregate amount of these grants, which
we are unable to state definitely, probably exceeds a million of
dollars. Besides this, a bill is now pending in the general
court, as we understand, granting $50,000 to another institu-
tion : the Free Industrial School at Worcester. But the only
money ever granted by the State, as we are informed, in aid of
any institution exclusively devoted to the education of girls, is
the sum of $40,000 appropriated and paid in the year 1868;
and one great argument used in favor of that grant was the
fact that so many hundreds of thousands of dollars had already
been appropriated by the State to institutions for the exclusive
education of boys and young men. Considering how impor-
tant the higher education of girls has become in Massachu-
setts, how large and increasing is the number of girls who seek
a collegiate education, and considering the great value which
such an education has for many women whose livelihood de-
pends on their intellectual training, your memorialists believe
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that equal provision should soon be made for the two sexes in
this respect.

To do this, it will probably be found expedient to open some
or all the existing colleges to young women, and in course of
time to establish others, either admitting both sexes, or exclu-
sively devoted to the education of girls. For we do not wish
to be understood as insisting on the education of the two sexes
together, in all instances. That is a matter of expediency, to
be decided according to the circumstances presented; but the
equal patronage of the State is a matter of right and natural
justice, which demands that one sex shall not be favored above
the other, or educated at the expense of the other.

To prevent this injustice, which now exists, and can perhaps
only gradually be corrected, your memorialists believe that the
refusal of the legislature to aid colleges which exclude women,
would be highly efficacious. It would lead, in our opinion, to
the admission of women in some of these colleges, and to the
acknowledgment of their claim to a higher education than is
now accessible to any but the most wealthy women.

Holding these opinions, and desirous, not of interfering with
the advancement of education, but to promote it, your memo-
rialists would repeat their protest, and ask to be heard in the
matter.

WILLIAM HILL, Vice-President.
M. A. LEONARD, Vice-President.
C. M. BARNEY, Vice-President.
E. H. CHURCH, Treasurer.
F. B. SANBORN, Cor. Secretary.
M. W. CAMPBELL, Rec. Secretary.

WM. G. GORDON,
MARIA L. OWEN,
MARY A. NICKERSON,
S. J. HALL,
MARY A. FUSSTJM,

Executive Committee.

JEFFERSON CHURCH, President.




