
SENATE No. 212.

The Committee on Probate and Chancery, to whom was
committed an Order of the Senate, dated January 21, 1868, to
inquire what, if any, legislation is necessary in regard to the
establishing of times and places for holding the probate courts
for Norfolk County, and especially by reason of the annexation
of Roxbury to Boston, have attended to the duty assigned them.
By chapter 3, section 1 of the constitution, it is provided that
the probate courts shall be held at such place or places, on
fixed days, as the convenience of the people shall require. The
legislature is also required from time to time to appoint such
timesand places. The disturbance of county relations, induced
by the annexation to Boston of Roxbury, at which latter place
the weekly and principal court of Norfolk County has so long
been held, seemed to render it necessary to revise the statutory
provisions upon this subject. In order, therefore, to secure the
important end of “ convenience ” to the people of the county,
numerous hearings were had by the Committee, at which very
large numbers of persons from different sections, all of whom
had more or less interest in the business of the probate courts,
were present, and gave their testimony. By the strong prepon-
derance of their testimony, which is quite voluminous, and by
personal visits to different places in the county, the Committee,
without difficulty, reached the conclusion that Dorchester is the
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most suitable place for holding the weekly court. The inter-
secting lines of railroads, no less than the conveniences of horse
cars and other modes of conveyance, look to this place as a
point of convergence and convenience to the people of the
county. The monthly court should still be held at Dedham,
rather because it is the county seat and repository of the
records than from the convenience of its location. The quar-
terly courts now held at Quincy, and the tri-yearly courts at
Medway and Wrentham, by the concurrent testimony of all the
witnesses before the Committee, should be abolished.

As the result of the hearings and of their deliberations
thereon, your Committee report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

TRACY P. CHEBVER, Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Eight.

AN ACT
Fixing the times and places of holding Probate Courts

in the County of Norfolk.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The sessions of the probate court in
2 the county of Norfolk shall be held at Dorchester
3 every Wednesday, except during the month of Au-
-4 gust; and at Dedham every first Tuesday of each
5 month except August, instead of the times and places
6 now required by law.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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