
SENATE.... No. 248.

In Senate, May 8, 1868.-

The Joint Standing Committee on Military Affairs, to whom
was referred an Order of the Senate to inquire into the facts
in relation to the cost of and payment for a uniform fur-
nished by this Commonwealth to the Ninth Regiment Massa-
chusetts Volunteers, in the year 1861, have considered the
same, and
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That it appeared in evidence that a gray uniform was fur-
nished by this Commonwealth, and given to the Ninth Regiment
Massachusetts Volunteers in June, 1861, a few days before the
regiment was sent to Washington. After the regiment reached
Washington, and was sent into Virginia, it was found that the
gray uniform subjected the men to be fired upon by our own
pickets, as it was almost identical with the uniforms worn by
the rebels. One or two of the men were killed, and others
were wounded by our own soldiers.

The consequence was, that a uniform of blue was furnished
the regiment by the quartermaster-general of the army, and the
gray uniform destroyed. Subsequently, orders were issued by
the war department to charge the men for the uniform fur-
nished by this Commonwealth, and which had to be cast away.
The men supposed the uniform was given to them by the State ;
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some of ne company commanders refused to make out rolls to
charge the men ; others did make rolls, and the men in those
companies had to pay for the State uniform as -well as for the
one furnished by the United States, which was felt severely by
the men, who*regarded the charge'to be unjust.

Hon. John I. Baker, who appeared before the Committee,
was a member of the executive council at the time these uni-
forms were purchased, and he said he always regarded the
uniform as a gift to the regiment, and not to be paid for.

Brigadier-General Reed, quartermaster-general of the State,
testified that he understood the uniforms were to be charged to
the United States ; but as no charge was made for them until
two years after the regiment had left the State, it could not be
that the United States charged the men for the uniforms upon
the ground that the State had charged them to the United
States.

There can be no doubt that the men were charged for them
and the amount deducted from their pay.

Your Committee believe that there has been a mistake in
making the charge, and that the matter should be investigated.
The pay-rolls are on file at the war department, and it is only
by an examination of them, and the orders issued at Wash-
ington, that the exact facts in the case can be ascertained.

Your Committee therefore recommend the passage of the
inclosed Resolve.

For the Committee,

WM. SCHOULER.
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RESOLVE

Concerning Uniforms furnished the Ninth Regiment Massachu-
setts Volunteers in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-one.

Resolved
,

That the governor request Gardiner Tufts, Massa-
chusetts state agent in Washington, to bring the attention of
the secretary of war to the payment made by enlisted men of
the ninth regiment Massachusetts volunteers to the general
government, for a uniform furnished to them by this Common-
wealth in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and if it
shall be found that the men ought not to have paid for it,
means be taken to have the money repaid to the men or to their
legal heirs.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Eight.




