
SENATE.... No. 252.

[Reported by Committee on Federal Relations. See (Senate 251.)]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty
Eight.

AN ACT
Giving the consent of the Commonwealth to the United

States for the purchase of a certain tract of lowland
on Long Island in Boston Harbor, and the Flats thereto
appurtenant.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows

1 Sect. 1. The consent of the Commonwealth is
2 hereby granted to the United States to purchase a

3 tract of lowland, situated on Long Island in Boston
4 Harbor, said lowland being a narrow isthmus con-

-5 necting the East Head of Long Island with the main
6 or central portion of said island, said isthmus belong-
-7 ing to T. J. Dunbar and Peter Dunbar, trustees, com-

-8 prising by estimation about ten acres, for the erection
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9 of military works for the defence of said harbor, for
10 the erection of a sea-wall as a part of the system for
11 the improvement of said harbor for commercial pur-
-I'2 poses and for the purpose of providing a landing place
1- for convenience in reaching the said East Head of
1 1 Long Island ; and the consent of this Commonwealth
15 is also hereby given to said United States to purchase,
1G occupy and fill the flats appurtenant to said isthmus
17 for the aforesaid objects, and to the extent of four hun-
-18 dred yards from low-water mark: provided , always ,

19 and the consent aforesaid is granted upon the express
20 condition and reservation that this Commonwealth
21 shall retain concurrent jurisdiction with the United
22 States in and over the tract of lowland, to wit, the
2:5 said isthmus, and the flats aforesaid for the service of
2- all civil powers and of such criminal processes, as may
25 issue under the authority of the Commonwealth
26 against any person or persons charged with crimes or
27 offences against the laws of this Commonwealth, com-
-28 mitted without the said tract of lowland, to wit, the
29 said isthmus and flats, and that said civil and crira-
-30 inal processes may be executed thereon in the same
31 way and manner, and with the same effect as if the
32 consent aforesaid had not been granted.

1 Sect. 2. If the agent or agents employed by the
2 United States and the owner or owners of said tracts
3 of lowland, to wit, the said isthmus and flats, or
4 their agent or attorney, cannot agree in the sale and
5 purchase thereof, the agent or agents of the United
6 States may apply by petition to the superior court of
7 the county of Suffolk, describing the aforesaid tract
8 of lowland, to wit, the said isthmus and flats for a
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9 valuation thereof by a jury; and the said court, after
10 due notice given to the said owner or owners, or their
11 agent or attorney, arc hereby empowered and required
12 to hear the parties and finally determine the value of
13 the fee of the said tract of lowland, to wit, the said
14 isthmus and fiats, by a jury who shall be sworn faith-
-15 fully and impartially to appraise and value the fee of
16 said land; and said jury shall be summoned for that
17 purpose by the sheriff of the county of Suffolk or his
18 deputy, and the value aforesaid having been ascer-
-19 tained by the verdict of said jury and the said verdict
20 accepted and recorded by said court and the amount
21 thereof paid or tendered to the said owner or owners
22 or their agent or'attorney, together with their reason-
-23 able costs and expenses to be taxed by said court, or
24 in case of their neglect or refusal to receive the same,
25 the amount of said verdict,, costs and expenses having
26 been paid into the treasury of this Commonwealth for
27 their use and subject to tlieir order, the title of said
28 tract of lowland, to wit, the said isthmus and flats
29 shall be forever vested in fee simple in the United
30 States: provided , however , that neither the United
31 States nor their agent or agents shall enter into or
32 take possession of said tract of lowland, to wit, the
33 said isthmus or flats, nor exercise any act of owner-
-34 ship thereon until the amount of said verdict and costs
35 and expenses shall have been actually paid as afore-
-36 said ; and provided, also, that all the charges of said
37 application and appraisement shall be paid by the
38 United States.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




