
SENATE.... No. 286.

In Senate, May 20, 1868.

The Committee on Harbors, to ■whom was committed the
Resolution relative to an application to congress for the pro-
tection of Cape Cod Harbor, at Provincetown, have considered
the subject and find that officers of the general government
have repeatedly urged upon the proper authorities the neces-
sity of making suitable provision for the preservation of Cape
Cod Harbor, at Provincetown, but their suggestions have been
mainly disregarded.

The legislature of 1865, comprehending the necessities of
the situation, and the obligation of the United States govern-
ment to provide for the same, made an appropriation, and
appointed a commission to expend it, after consultation with
the “ proper officers and departments of the government of the
United States,” and upon such plans as may meet with their
approval. This provision to the expenditure of the appropria-
tion, was made with the view to the ultimate re-imbursement by
the United States of the amount which should be expended.
This commission was greatly aided in their preliminary work
by Colonel Graham, (now deceased,) then of the United States
Engineer Corps, who had the general charge of all our harbors,
and had surveyed Cape Cod Harbor in 1832-1. Had Colonel
Graham lived, there is no doubt the general government would
have approved the plans submitted by him and the commission.
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After his decease, another person was appointed to his place,
who disappi’oved of his plans and was instrumental in causing
the non-approval of the work contemplated. The commission,
therefore, could do nothing under the Resolves appointing
them.

The exigencies of the case have been so impressed upon the
last and the present legislatures, that they have made the appro-
priations (without reference to the general government,) neces-
sary to complete a structure deemed desirable to preserve and
protect the harbor.

After this work shall have been completed, the Committee are
satisfied it will so commend itself to the “ proper officers and
departments,” that it will then be easy for our senators and
representatives in congress to secure a re-imbursement of the
expense, but before the work is completed—with the disap-
proval of the present government officer—it will not be expe-
dient to press the application. They therefore recommend the
reference of the Resolution to the next legislature.

Per order,

S. A. CHACE.
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RESOLUTION

Relative to an Appropriation of Congress, for the Preservation
of Cape Cod Harbor, at Provincetown.

Resolved ,
That our senators and representatives in congress

be instructed to urge upon the senate and house of represen-
tatives, the importance of an immediate congressional appropri-
ation, for the protection of Cape Cod Harbor, at Provincetown,
and the employment of the most energetic measures, to save it
from destruction.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Eight.




