
SENATE No. 319.

In Senate, May 29, 1868.

Tlie Committee on Railways and Canals, to whom was referred
the petition of Augustus Parker and others, asking an Act in
addition to chapter 336 of the Acts of 1867, “ requiring the
Boston and Providence Railroad Company to erect a new
station-house on New Heath Street in Roxbury,” and the
petitions in aid thereof; as also the petition of the Boston
and Providence Railroad Company, by John H. Clifford, their
president, asking that said Act of 1867 may be repealed, and
the petitions in aid thereof, submit the following

These petitions, relating to the same subject-matter, were
considered together. In the former petition, enforcement of
the Act of the last legislature, requiring the erection and main-
tenance of a station-house at New Heath Street is sought; and
in the other, the railroad corporation ask to be relieved from
the requirements of that Act.

In order fully to understand the merits of the case, and the
representations of the parties, your Committee have visited the
locality. They proceeded in their investigation with the
greater circumspection, and examined the subject with the
greater thoroughness and seriousness, for the reason that the
requirement for.the establishment of this station was an Act of
such recent legislation.

€ommcmu)caltl) of illassadnisctts.
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The railroad corporation have exhibited no unwillingness to
comply with the provisions of the Act, notwithstanding it con-
flicted with the judgment of its officers. As soon as the pas-
sage of the Act became known, a numerously signed remon-
strance was presented to the president of the corporation
against the discontinuance of the present station at Roxbury.
Soon after the adjournment of the legislature, Ex-Governor
Clifford was elected president of the corporation, and assumed
the management of its affairs. Being unwilling, as he testified
before your Committee, to seem even to stand in a hostile atti-
tude to the legislature, or to expose the corpoi’ation over which
he presided to the charge of contumacy, he gave directions for
the erection of a station-house at New Heath Street, in compli-
ance with the terms of said Act; but the representations of
those whose opinions in such matters he respected, that the
public safety would be greatly imperilled by the establishment
of a station at that point, induced him to pause, in order that
he might investigate more closely and seek more widely the
opinion of experienced and practical men. The result was, that
(as he testified,) he deemed it his duty to the public to suspend
operations until the legislature should again assemble, and pre-
sent the matter for review under the additional light which had
been thrown upon it.

The petition for the repeal of the Act is supported by a large
number of the most respectable citizens of West Roxbury, or
Jamaica Plain, and Dedham, residing on the line of the road,
who, with their families, pass over it, most of them every day,
to ayid from their places of business in Boston, and who will
therefore be exposed to all the danger which the establishment
of this station will create. A large amount of testimony was
introduced by the corporation and those petitioning with it for
the repeal of the Act, mainly to the point that no more dan-
gerous location for a station could be selected on the line of any
road than the crossing of New Heath Street.

Disinterested civil engineers, conductors, locomotive engineers
and brakemen, from other roads, men of long experience in the
running ofrailroad trains, and who had examined the locality,
were unanimous in so pronouncing it, and for reasons which
commend themselves to the judgment of the Committee.
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The locality of this proposed station is about 2,400 feet south
of the present station on Tremont Street, in Roxbury. It is
near the centre of a double or reversed curve. To trains com-
ing towards Boston it is visible only about 700 feet as they
emerge on a curve from a walled cut, and the line of vision in
the other direction is about the same. The great danger to be
apprehended is, that following trains may run into the rear of
trains standing at this proposed station, and this is one of the
most fruitful and calamitous causes of injury on railroads, and
should be guarded against with the utmost caution. It is safe
to say that as a rule a station should not be established at any
point on a road where there is not a straight track and unob-
structed view, for at least a mile in both directions. The chief
danger in this case will arise from incoming trains, because
outgoing trains leave Boston invariably at fixed times and at
safe intervals between their departures, and the distance is so
short that there is almost % certainty of the arriving at this point
“ on time.”

On the other hand, many of the incoming trains are from
distant points, and for that reason more likely, to arrive at this
point more or less “ off time.” And if a station is established
at the place proposed there is great danger and almost a cer-
tainty that sooner or later some train, belated a few minutes
and standing at that station, will be run into by another incom-
ing train. Especially is this liable to happen during the morn-
ing, when two steamboat trains and the Shore Line express train
from New York pass at irregular and uncertain hours. It was
uniformly testified that 700 feet is certainly not more than half
a sufficient distance in which to break up an ordinary passenger
train. One of the engineers on this road testified, that one day
last year, when the rails were dry and everthing was favorable, for
the sake of the experiment, he sounded the whistle for breaking
up his train the moment he emerged from the cut and came
round the curve from the south in sight of the proposed loca-
tion, and that he could not stop his train until it had run half
its length by the location of the proposed station ; from which
it may be reasonably inferred that if the occasion of his breaking
up had been a train standing at the station a collision would
inevitably have happened.
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The danger to be apprehended in consequence of the insuffi-
cient range of sight is increased by the fact that the grade is
descending towards this point, rendering it more difficult of
course to stop a train ; moreover, the road in this part lies along
the valley of Stony Brfeok, where it was in testimony, that morn-
ing and evening, the portions of the day when the largest num-
ber of trains are in motion, during a considerable part of the
year fog hangs upon the track and obstructs the view, and that
dew and exudations from vegetation settle upon the rails,
making it difficult both to start a train at rest, and to stop a
train in motion.

During the morning hours, between six and nine o’clock, or
thereabouts, there are eleven passenger trains and one freight
train passing this point into Boston, three, of which are express
trains, and uncertain and irregular in their comin,g, which of
course adds greatly to the danger of collision with a way train,
which may be a few minutes and standing at this pro-
posed station. Those experienced in the running of railroad
trains testified, that the only really safe precaution against col-
lision, if a station should be established at New Heath Street,
would be to bring every train to a dead stop before it emerges
from the cut, and comes in sight of the station. It would not
be safe to give directions to diminish speed to a certain rate in
approaching, because men would so differ in their opinion of
the rate at which a train may be running, that such instruction
would practically be of little value ; and if an express train
were checked to half speed, and its engineer, as soon as he
came in sight of the proposed station, saw another train stand-
ing by it, there would not, even then, be space enough in which
to brake up and prevent a collision. Your Committee know of
no system of signals which would insure safety.

It is true that, by reason of the erection of buildings since
the construction of the railroad, the view of the present Rox-
bury station is limited to in-coming trains, to about the same
distance as New Heath Street, and this fact was urged by the
petitioners for the station at New Heath Street. But your
Committee do not recognize any force in the argument in their
favor, for certainly the public safety will not be promoted, but
must be diminished by duplicating an existing evil within a
distance of 2,400 feet. Unceasing and extraordinary vigilance
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may prevent accident at one point, but may not be sufficient if
danger is multiplied.

Is the danger and hindrance to public travel, to be created
by the establishment of this station, outweighed by the increased
convenience and accommodation of any number of persons who
will use it ? This is the question to which the whole matter
may be reduced. Upon all the evidence before them, confirmed
by their own observation, your Committee are clearly of opinion
it is not.

They therefore recommend that the petitioners for the
enforcement of the Act by penalty, have leave to withdraw ;

and that the Act itself be repealed.
In conformity therewith, the Committee report the accom-

panying Bill.

For the Committee, (Mr. Potter dissenting,)

H. ALEXANDER, Jr., Chairman.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Eight.

AN ACT
To repeal “An Act requiring the Boston and Providence

Railroad Company to erect a Station-House in Rox-
bury.”

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Chapter three hundred and thirty-six of
2 the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven
3 is hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Commomoealtl) of ittassarljusrtts.


