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Commomoealtl) of illnssadjitoetts.

State House, Boston, December 15th, 1868.

To His Excellency A lexander H. Bullock, Governor of 
Massachusetts:

Governor :— By the requirements of General Order No. 4 of 
December 31st, 1867, the office of Paymaster of State Bounties 
was discontinued, and I was relieved from further duty as a 
disbursing officer, though still retained in the State service, to 
complete the record of bounty payments, under the direction 
of the Executive.

On the 1st of February I had the honor to report the closing 
of the bureau, a settlement as made with the Auditor, and all 
balances of cash, and unpaid bounty rolls and accounts, as 
transferred to the Treasurer. I would now refer for the infor
mation of your Excellency, to the nature and progress of my 
work during the year.

In my report of December 15th, 1867, I expressed a hope 
that the records would be completed by the end of this present 
year, but this was made impossible to accomplish, by the subse
quent Order, requiring me to finish them without assistance; 
and by the fact, that during the year a large portion of my time 
has been occupied in supplying the Adjutant-General with in
formation in reference to the bounties paid to Massachusetts 
Yolunteers, for the record being prepared by him for publica
tion, in compliance with the requirements of a legislative 
Resolve.
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Although the work, for the above reasons, has not been ad
vanced as rapidly as I had hoped it might be, I  am nevertheless, 
able to report that the names of all the soldiers appearing upon 
pay-rolls are now recorded (forty-two thousand in number,y 
alphabetically arranged by regiments, with the number of the 
pay-roll, and the name of the paymaster who made the pay
ment ; so that for the purpose of reference the index is com
plete. The work upon which I am now engaged, and of which 
rather more than one-quarter part is finished, is that of posting 
from nineteen bound volumes of pay-rolls, the amount of boun
ty, to whom, and when paid; thus making the books useful, 
not only for reference to the original vouchers, but as ledgers 
giving the bounty account of each soldier. While posting these 
accounts, I examine and check each name, correct any errors 
that I may find, and by and by shall be enabled to discover all 
omissions, so that when completed, the work will be as reliable 
as it is possible to make it.

In the course of the year quite a number of the old rejected 
cairns for bounty have been made against the State in some 
new form, and during the last session of the Legislature I was 
frequently called upon to appear before the committee on Mili
tary Affairs, and show cause why these claims should not be 
allowed and paid. I  need not remind your Excellency that 
these attempts to wrongfully obtain money from the treasury 
were unsuccessful, and I only mention them, as preparing the 
evidence to prevent the payment of claims neither legally nor 
equitably allowable, forms a part of the report of my year’ s 
work, and also shows in what manner I have been enabled to 
serve the interests of the Commonwealth.

I cannot close this final report to your Excellency as Com- 
mander-in-Chief, without expressing my many obligations to 
you for the kind interest you have invariably shown in all mat
ters referred by me for the decision or advice of the Executive* 
thus making my work both easy and pleasant.

With renewed expressions of esteem, I remain, Governor,

Yery respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

WM. H. PORTER, Late Paymaster,
In charge o f  the Records o f  the Paymaster-General’s Department.


