
S E N A T E . . . .  No. 77.

CmrmwmBeaitl) of iBassacljusdis.

To the Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives o f  
Massachusetts in General Court assembled:

The undersigned, a Committee of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, and on its behalf, respectfully represent,—

That the promises made to the Commonwealth in the memorial 
which preceded the original grant of land to this institution 
have been faithfully carried out without other expense to the . 
public treasury, and that the Institute is now affording great 
and hitherto unattainable facilities for the pursuit of those 
branches of practical science which intimately involve the pros
perity of an indu^nal and commercial population like our own. 
The large body of students, one hundred and seventy in num
ber, gathered chiefly from different parts of Massachusetts, and 
now pursuing their education under its direction, conclusively 
shows that the Institute is supplying a great public want in fur
nishing instruction and discipline in the application of science 
to the useful a rts ; and the experience thus far attained is a 
perpetual incentive to the friends of the Institute to enlarge 
its usefulness by the complete development of its original plan 
and scope of operations.

The School of Industrial Science has not only given profes^ 
sional training, for a small fee, to several hundred students in 
the various departments of natural philosophy, chemistry, 
mathematics, the modern languages, topographical and median-
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ical engineering and in free hand, mechanical and architectural 
drawing, but, through the benevolence of a gentleman of Bos
ton, (Hon. John A. Lowell,) it has been enabled to extend, 
without cost, the privileges of instruction and experiment, by 
means of afternoon and evening lectures, to the teachers and 
pupils of the higher grades of our public schools; and also, by 
the voluntary and gratuitous services of its professors, like 
instruction is imparted to the teachers and scholars of the State 
Normal schools.

The second branch of the Institute, namely, the Society of 
Arts, has been in constant and successful operation during the 
last six years. This Society is open to any person who is 
properly recommended, and who-is interested in any branch of 
industrial or applied science. Its meetings are largely attended, 
and its lectures, discussions and demonstrations abound in 
information of the greatest value to that large class of our peo
ple who are engaged in industrial, and especially in mechanical 
pursuits ; but this information is in a great measure lost to the 
general public for want of the funds necessary to defray the 
expense of its publication.

The third branch of the Institute, the Technological Museum, 
• perhaps the most important of all its means of developing the 

inventive and constructive genius of our people, has not yet 
been commenced, because all the available funds of the Insti
tute have been required to meet the pressing demands of the 
other two departments and the current incidental expenses of 
the institution. I t is intended that the Museum, when estab
lished, shall contain among other things, a complete collection 
of models of the elements of machinery, rather than of ma
chines themselves; and that these shall be properly classified, 
labelled and catalogued, so that the young inventor, by means 
of these elements in simple and varied combinations, may give 
material expression to the conceptions of his genius; and also 
be spared participation in that waste of time and toil now fre
quently expended in re-inventing what is already known.

Your memorialists also respectfully represent that the com
modious and substantial building belonging to the Institute is 
free from debt or other incumbrance; but that its collection of 
apparatus, which is entirely the gift of private munificence, 
though choice in kind, is altogether inadequate to meet the
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present and ever-increasing demands of the various courses of 
study. Unless means are secured for its increase, the exten
sion of these courses must be seriously retarded.

While your memorialists recognize with grateful appreciation 
the generous benefactions of those public-spirited citizens who 
have aided the Institute from their private fortunes, and also 
the wisdom and liberality of former legislatures in appropria
tions of land for its benefit, they are able to give the gratifying 
assurance that this munificence, public and private, has been 
faithfully applied to the growth and diffusion of knowledge. 
And that so far as the State is concerned, if nothing had been 
gained to the social and material progress of our people, it is 
believed that its liberality has been more than compensated by 
the increased value imparted to the lands and property in the 
neighborhood where the Institute was among the earliest 
pioneers.

In view, therefore, of these and of other considerations which 
might be presented, your memorialists pray that you will be 
pleased to grant to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
the sum of fifty thousand dollars ; to be applied to the purchase 
of additional apparatus for the School of Industrial Science, the 
publication of the proceedings of the Society of Arts, the estab
lishment of its Museum, and for such other purposes within its 
Act of incorporation, as may sustain and enlarge its usefulness.

ALEXANDER H. RICE. 
E. B. BIGELOW.
J. WILEY EDMANDS.
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