
SENATE • • • • No. 78.

Cmnmotttomltl) of iltassadjusctto.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives o f
the State of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled.

The undersigned, Trustees of Bradford Academy, a corpora
tion established by law, located in the town of Bradford, county 
of Essex and State of Massachusetts, would respectfully repre
sent that said academy was incorporated in the year 1804, that 
the money was raised by citizens of Bradford to erect the first 
building, which was completed the year previous, and the 
school then commenced ; that a few years after a fund was 
raised to aid in its support, though small, yet of great service ; 
that the school prospered, and as early as 1815 it became 
widely known, and through the influence of a variety of causes 
and particularly by the fame of several of its female pupils its 
tendency was to a female school ; that at this period the female 
department came under the strong influence of Miss A. C. Has- 
seltine, who was its distinguished principal for many years and 
whose reputation extended to every State of the Union, and 
who may justly be regarded as the pioneer in female education 
in this country ; that the male department was discontinued in 
1836, which had been successfully managed by Benjamin Green- 
leaf, the mathematician, and the academy became a female insti
tution, and has been eminently successful to the present time ; 
that in 1840-42 a new academy building was erected and 

•additions made to the boarding-house which was built in 1828,
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and some $8,000 contributed by its friends, many of them its 
former pupils; that in the advance' of improvements the board
ing-house became antiquated and not in keeping with the rep
utation of the school. And the undersigned would further 
represent that at a meeting of the said trustees and several dis
tinguished men of Boston and vicinity, interested in female 
education, it was agreed that the wants of the community 
demand a school for young ladies of the highest grade; that in 
eastern Massachusetts there was no locality, all things consid
ered, superior to Bradford, if equal, to found such an institu
tion ; and upon a careful examination it was believed that it 
was better to make Bradford Academy into such an institution 
than to commence anew, its pupils already numbering more 
than five thousand, scattered all over the world, and having a 
deep interest in their Alma Mater; that having full faith in the 
practicability of the object a few individuals purchased eight 
and three-fourths acres of land in the centre of Bradford con
tiguous to the old premises, on Main Street and on the height 
of land overlooking the Merrimack River and the town of 
Haverhill, having nothing to obstruct the views on either side, 
and gave a deed of the same to Bradford Academy for the. pro
posed new building; that during the past year about fifty thou
sand dollars have been given by individuals in sums varying 
from $1,000 to $20,000, and the proposed building has been 
completed so far as the outside is concerned, including parti
tion-walls, floox’ing-timbers and under floors, the material, brick 
with granite base and trimmings ; that .the studding and furring 
is rapidly approaching completion, so that the plastering will 
be completed by the last of May next; that the whole cost of 
the building will require $100,000. Fifty thousand dollars of 
this sum is already raised, $12,000 or $15,000 may be realized 
from the old buildings, so that $35,000 or more, than what is 
now raised, will be required to complete the building. The 
undersigned would still further represent, that a fund of $100,- 
000 in addition to the building ought to be provided to carry 
out the plan of the Trustees fully, so as to make the advantages 
as great as desirable and at the same time the expenses of the 
pupils as little as possible, and as this is a great enterprise to 
be carried on wholly by private donations for the public good,.
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they would respectfully, yet earnestly, request a gift from the 
State of fifty thousand dollars, and that the charter of said 
academy may be so amended as to allow it to hold property, 
real and personal, of thirty thousand dollars income, and as in 
duty bound will ever pray.

R. ANDERSON, President. 
GEO. COGSWELL.
S. D. WARREN.
NATHAN DURFEE.
R. H. SEELEY.
GEO. PEABODY RUSSELL. 
J. D. KINGSBURY.
W. A. RUSSELL.
JULIUS A. PALMER.

B oston, February 12th, 1869.




