
SENATE.... No. 179.

The Committee on Manufactures, to whom was committed
the petition of Welch, Bigelow and Company and others, for
authority to maintain and use a line of electric telegraph, have
considered the same and report the accompanying Bill.

Per order,

(Hommomumltl) of illassacljusctte.

In Senate, April 1, 1869.

L. J. KNOWLES, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To authorize Albion K. P. Welch and Associates to

maintain and use a line of Electric Telegraph.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa
fives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Albion K. P. Welch and Marshal T.
2 Bigelow, both of Cambridge, copartners under the
3 firm name of Welch, Bigelow & Company; James
4 T. Fields, James R. Osgood and John S. Clark, all
5 of Boston, copartners under the firm name of Fields,
6 Osgood & Company, and the Reversible Collar Com-
-7 pany, a corporation by law established in this Com-
-8 monwealth, the owners of a line of electric telegraph,
9 heretofore by them erected, between and connecting

10 the place of business of the said Welch, Bigelow &

11 Company in Cambridge, and the place of business of
12 the said Fields, Osgood & Company in Boston, and
13 between and connecting the places of business of the
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14 said Reversible Collar Company in Boston and in
15 Cambridge, are hereby authorized to maintain and
16 use the said line of electric telegraph, for their pri-
-17 vate business purposes, with such number of wires
18 as may be necessary or convenient therefor.

1 Sect. 2. The said Welch, Bigelow, Fields, Os-
-2 good and Clark, and the said Reversible Collar Com-
-3 pany, shall, within sixty days after the passage of
4 this act, furnish the mayor and aldermen of the city
5 of Boston with a writing, specifying where the posts
6 are located, and the height at which and the places
7 where the wires are run, of that part of the said line
8 located within the said city; and they shall, within
9 said sixty days, furnish the mayor and aldermen of

10 the city of Cambridge with a like writing containing
11 the same specifications as to that part of said line 10-12
12 cated within the said city. Such specifications shall
13 be recorded in the records of the said cities, respec-
-14 tively.

1 Sect. 3. The mayor and aldermen of the city of
2 Boston, having first given the owners of the said line
3 an opportunity to be heard, may direct any alteration
4 in the location or erection of the posts, piers or abut-
-5 ments, and in the height of the wires, within the said
6 city; and the mayor and aldermen of the city of
7 Cambridge shall have like power over and as to that
8 part of the said line located within the said city of
9 Cambridge. Such decision shall be recorded in the

10 records of the city within which such alteration is
11 directed to be made.
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1 Sect. 4. An owner of land near to or adjoining
2 any highway or road along which said line is con-
-3 structed, who considers himself injured thereby, may,
4 within three months after the passage of this act,
5 apply to the mayor and aldermen of the city within
6 which his land lies, to assess and appraise his dam-
-7 age. Before entering upon the service, the mayor
8 and aldermen shall severally be sworn faithfully and
9 impartially to perform the duties required of them by

10 this section. They shall, on view, after giving an op-
-11 portunity to the applicant and to the owners of said
12 line to be heard, make a just appraisal in writing of
13 the loss or damage, if any, to the applicant; sign
14 duplicates thereof, and on demand deliver one copy to
15 the applicant and the other to the owners, or either
16 of them, of the said line. If damages are assessed,
17 the owners of the said line shall pay the same with
18 the costs of the appraisers. If the appraisers award
19 that the applicant has suffered no damage, he shall
20 pay the cost of the appraisers. The mayor and
21 aldermen shall each receive for services performed,
22 under this section, two dollars a day.

1 Sect. 5. Any person aggrieved by the assessment
2 of his damages may have the matter determined by a
3 jury, and the proceedings shall be according to the
4 provisions of section seventy-three of chapter forty-
-5 three of the General Statutes, concerning town ways
6 and private ways. If the jury increase the damages,
7 the same and all charges shall be paid by the owners
8 of the said line; otherwise the charges shall be paid
9 by the applicant.
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1 Sect. 6. When an injury is done to a person or
2 to property by the posts, wires, or other apparatus of
3 the said line, the owners thereof shall be responsible
4 in damages to the party injured, and all damages and
5 costs recovered against either the city of Boston or
6 the city of Cambridge on account of such injury,
7 shall be re-imbursed to such city by the owners of
8 said line.

1 Sect. 7. No enjoyment by the owners of said line
2 for any length of time of the privilege of having or
3 maintaining telegraph posts, wires or apparatus, in,
4 upon, over, or attached to, any buildings or lands of
5 other persons, shall give a legal right to the continued
6 enjoyment of such easement, or raise any presumption
7 of a grant thereof.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




