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Charge 
 

The Commonwealth Honors College Council shall: 
 

(a) Provide advice to the Dean of Commonwealth Honors College (CHC) on all matters relating to the 
administration of the Honors College, its curriculum and policies, including: 

(i) honors course approvals; 
(ii) standards governing the establishment, modification and termination of all Departmental Honors 
and Multidisciplinary Honors; 
(iii) standards governing CHC student admission and graduation; 
(iv) standards governing membership on the Honors Faculty and the direction of Honors 
theses/projects; 
(v) development of a system designed to resolve such differences as may arise between honors 
students and members of the faculty; and 

(b) Send minutes of its meetings to principal administrative officers and to all academic deans as well as 
to those listed in Section 4-2-1 of the Faculty Senate Bylaws. 

 
Summary of Commonwealth Honors College Council Business for the Year 

 
The Honors Council held six meetings during Academic Year 2015-2016. Meetings originally 

scheduled for December 21, 2015 and April 11, 2016 were cancelled. There was a mid-year change in 
Council Chair from Julian Tyson to James Rinderle, to ensure smooth transition upon Dr. Tyson’s 
retirement in May. 

 
Honors College Dean Gretchen Gerzina outlined her priorities for the academic year at the 

Council’s September meeting. These included establishment of an Ad Hoc Curriculum Committee, 
chaired by Associate Dean for Curriculum Diane Flaherty, to conduct a broad based examination of the 
honors curriculum and to present recommendations to the CHC Council for discussion. 

 
The Council discussed ways the statewide undergraduate research conference supports and 

enhances the undergraduate research experience on campus, its importance to faculty and departments, 
and possible ways to ameliorate the impact on the Honors College budget. 

 
The library provided information on the proposed campus open access policy. Council input was 

provided to the Chair on the campus Draft Internationalization Plan submitted by the International Studies 
Council. 

 
In spring, the Council discussed preliminary findings of the Ad Hoc Curriculum Committee. 

These included establishing and communicating earlier deadlines to students and departments for 
submission of honors thesis proposals and honors independent study contracts to allow review before the 
end of add/drop period; development of a junior-year common experience honors course; incorporating 
thesis preparation skills into 1-credit seminars. 

 
Other items discussed by the Honors Council included a new residential service learning 

opportunity for CHC sophomore students; a collaboration between CHC and the Springfield Museums 
offering CHC students academic opportunities for involvement in development of the new Dr. Seuss 
Museum; pilot of a writing coach program providing a writing tutor in the Elm classroom wing; a spring 
semester pilot of a public speaking course for CHC students; student concerns about diversity on campus 
and in CHC. 
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Following review and report of the Course and Program Committee, the Honors Council 
approved four new honors courses: 

 
• Psychology 201H, What Makes Us Human?, a new honors course developed by the joint 

Honors faculty member in Psychology and Brain Sciences, is a 4-credit honors course also 
approved by the General Education Council for SB designation – one-year approval. 

• Comparative Literature 144H, War Stories, 4 credits – approved for three years. 
• Comparative Literature 340H, Mystical Literature, 4 credits, also approved for ALG 

designation – approved for three years. 
• Natural Sciences 490FH, Integrative Team Science Seminar, 1 credit, enhances individual 

thesis research for students in the iCons program – approved for three years. 
 

One new year-long Research Methodology honors thesis course was approved: 
 

• Kinesiology 499E/F, Research Methodology: Wearable Technologies in Physical Activity 
and Health, 8 cr. (4+4) – three-year approval. 

 
On behalf of the Council, the Dean’s office reviewed 19 new honors versions of departmental 

courses, 8 new honors colloquia proposals from departments, 28 re-approvals of honors courses, and 8 re- 
approvals of honors colloquia, between July 1, 2015, and June 30, 2016. 

 
Between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016, the Academic Standards Committee of the Honors 

Council met six times. Four of the meetings occurred early in Fall 2015 before the new online system, 
PATHS, was implemented in October 2015.  Another two meetings focused on an introduction to PATHS 
and further coordination on how to best work as a committee within the online environment. After that 
time, most proposal reviews were conducted in PATHS, and committee members conferred via PATHS or 
email. The committee reviewed 327 Honors Independent Study proposals, 314 individually contracted 
499Y Research proposals, 321 individually contracted 499T Thesis proposals, and 64 individually 
contracted 499P Project proposals. 

 
Honors Council members assisted in review and evaluation of applications for Research Assistant 

Fellowships and Honors Research Grants resulting in awards of $111,245 to 207 CHC students. The 
fellowships support students assisting faculty on research projects, while the grants support students’ own 
research under the guidance of a faculty member.  Students applying for research grants must submit a 
research proposal, endorsed by their faculty sponsor, for competitive review. 
	


