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EEC Board Committee 
Planning and Evaluation  
 
Thursday, December 10, 2009 
10:00pm-12:00pm  
 
Department of Early Education and Care 
10 Austin Street 
Worcester, MA 01609 
 
AGENDA 
Members of the Committee Present  
Sherri Killins, EEC Commissioner (Ex-Officio) 
Julie Culhane, Committee Chairperson 
 
EEC Staff Present  
Corey Zimmerman 
 
The meeting was called to order at: 10:10 a.m. 

 
Welcome and Introductions 
Committee members were welcomed. 

 
Routine Business: 
 

Minutes 
Members had an opportunity to review the minutes. No changes were necessary for 
the October 8, 2009 minutes.  

 
 Committee Membership 

With Lynson’s departure and Orlando’s temporary hiatus, it was discussed about 
bringing new members to the Committee. Also Julie will be in Puerto Rico for several 
months this winter. Decided to ask Sharon about inviting Carol, and possibly JD, to 
join the Committee. 

 
Annual Legislative Report 
 
Discussion:  
 
The Committee reviewed the outline of the annual legislative report. They went through by 
indicator and made suggestions of activities that could be discussed. 
 
Next Steps: 

-  Corey will send out portions of the report as they are ready for review. 
 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) Accountability Measures 
 
Discussion:  
 



 

Corey discussed with the Committee that we are about to enter into the second quarter 
reporting period for ARRA. Given the timing of EEC’s initiatives there will not be much to 
report during this quarter – the billing from September for the summer learning vouchers 
and the IDEA Preschool Special Education grants. EEC will be working with ESE again to 
report the IDEA funding.  
 
At the December Board meeting the Board voted to approve several ARRA funded projects. 
The Commissioner was interested in finding ways to monitor these new initiatives in similar 
ways to what EEC did with the summer learning vouchers this past summer. Corey will bring 
ideas back to the Committee at the next meeting. 
 
Next Steps: 

- Corey will bring ideas back to the Committee at the next meeting about monitoring 
of new ARRA initiatives. 

  
QRIS 
 
Discussion:  
 
The Committee discussed the monitoring aspect of the proposed QRIS standards. They 
reviewed a table listing the various measurement tools that are now included as 
documentation in the Standards. Through the discussion came to agreement that during the 
pilot, programs will send in what they think will meet the standards and then EEC will figure 
out how to judge whether the documentation is appropriate or not. Next month will continue 
discussing the pilot. 
 
Cost and Quality: 
 
Rod Southwick presented a set of maps that he had prepared looking at the data from the 
Market Rate Study.  
 
Map showing toddler prices at the 75th percentile by zip code. Some zip codes that are in 
Region 3 resemble the zip codes in Region 4. A policy question is to consider shifting the 
regions, which would increase these zip codes rates. Question asked about how much would 
it cost to raise the rates to the 50th percentile? The Committee reflected that the policy 
question is also how do we open up access and figure out the cost of quality?  Questioned 
what does would it take to raise the rates to 20, 30, or 50th percentiles? We can’t get out of 
the discussion of what the cost of quality is – but we know paying at this rate isn’t enough – 
if we were close to the 75th percentile would try to have this discussion. Discussed 
previously with CPC had more families involved who only needed a small amount of help 
from the state, but were able to pay larger share. Explanation offered that CCDF will not 
allow us to do this.  
 
In Rod’s analysis he did not find a relationship between accreditation and price. In regions 
2,3,6, programs who are accredited are higher priced than those who aren’t; but no relation 
in the other regions. Overall, there does not appear to be a relationship.  
 
The Committee discussed the idea of in QRIS, fiscal incentives could be a tiered rate of 
reimbursement. This was done in the past, but didn’t have enough money. Question is how 
much if enough money to be an incentive? Could use median price as a benchmark of 
enough. 
 
Next meeting: January 14, 2010, 10:00AM – 12:00 PM, EEC-Boston 

- Julie will call in for this meeting 



 

- Agenda items:  
o QRIS – debrief from CAYL event on the 16th event, plan for pilot 
o Child outcomes – next steps from Nov. 16th event 
o ARRA – accountability measures 

 
The committee convened at 12:30pm

 


